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Verona Public Schools                                                     
 2013-2014 Calendar 


    BOE Approved Feb 26, 2013


Sept 2013 19 Days Staff & 17 Days Students February 2014 18 Days Staff & 17 Days Students


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 2 Labor Day  - CLOSED 1


8 9 10 11 12 13 14 3, 4 Staff Only 2 3 4 5 6 7 8


15 16 17 18 19 20 21 5 Rosh Hashanah - CLOSED 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 14, 17Winter Vacation - CLOSED


22 23 24 25 26 27 28 6 SCHOOL OPENS 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 18 Teacher In-Service, Staff Only


29 30 23 24 25 26 27 28


         October 2013 23 Days          March 2014 21 Days 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 3 4 5 1 4-6HSPA Testing


6 7 8 9 10 11 12 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 14 Professional Development


13 14 15 16 17 18 19  17  Verona Family Night 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 4 Hour Session, Students


20 21 22 23 24 25 26 31 Professional Development 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 26  Verona Family Night


27 28 29 30 31 4 Hour Session, Students 23 24 25 26 27 28 29


30 31


         November 2013 17 Days          April 2014 17 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 5 Professional Development 1 2 3 4 5 14-18 Spring Vacation - CLOSED


3 4 5 6 7 8 9 4 Hour Session, Students 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 22-23 K-4 Conferences


10 11 12 13 14 15 16 7-8 NJEA Convention - CLOSED 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 4 Hour Session, K-4 Students


17 18 19 20 21 22 23 18-20    K-8 Conferences 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 28-30 K-8 Standardized Testing


24 25 26 27 28 29 30 4 Hour Session, K-8 Students 27 28 29 30  Grade 2,3,4 Inview Testing


27 4 Hour Session for All


28-29 Thanksgiving - CLOSED


         December 2013 15 Days May 2014 21 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 20 4 Hour Session for All 1 2 3


8 9 10 11 12 13 14 23-31 Holiday Break - CLOSED 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


15 16 17 18 19 20 21 11 12 13 14 15 16 17


22 23 24 25 26 27 28 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 26 Memorial Day - CLOSED


29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1-16 K-8 Standardized Testing


         January 2014 June 2014 15 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 6 4 hour session students- staff training


16  4 Hour Session, VHS Students


1 2 3 4 1 Holiday Break - CLOSED 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 17-20 4 Hour Sessions, Students


5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 SCHOOLS REOPEN 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 16, 17, 18 VHS Final Exams


12 13 14 15 16 17 18 20 MLK Day - CLOSED 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 20 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL


19 20 21 22 23 24 25 22-24 VHS Midterm Exams 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 VHS Graduation


26 27 28 29 30 31 23-24 4 Hour Sessions, VHS Students 29 30 Last Day for Teachers


184 Days Students/187 Days Staff


MARKING PERIODS END REPORT CARD DATES CONFERENCE DATES


Nov. 12, Jan. 30, Apr. 8, June 20  Nov. 15 , Feb. 4, Apr. 11, June 20 Elem - Nov. 18, 19, 20*, Apr. 22, 23     


HBW - Nov. 18, 19, 20*


*evening conferences


**** IF # OF SNOW DAYS USED EXCEEDS 4 ALLOTTED, DAYS WILL BE TAKEN FROM APRIL 17, 16, 15, 14.  


If snow days are NOT used, May 23rd will be added to the Memorial Day Weekend, followed by May 27th.


21 Days








VHS SOFTBALL BOOSTER CLUB MEETING
Monday, March 11 – 6:30 p.m. at VHS


Just a reminder that the next VHS Softball Booster Club meeting will be on Monday, March 11,
at 6:30 in the cafeteria at Verona High School.


We will be discussing:


 Fundraising for the coming season


 Plans for the April 7th Second Annual Pasta Dinner


 Plans for the Spring Break Skills Clinic (April 23-24-25) offered to elementary and middle
school players


 Plans to rehab the Varsity and JV fields at FN Brown


 Apparel and accessory items available for the 2013 season


Prior to the Booster Club meeting, Coach Foster will hold his annual pre-season meeting for
parents of all Varsity and JV players.


Even if you cannot make the Booster Club meeting (scheduled to start immediately after
Coach Foster’s meeting), you are strongly encouraged to attend the Parent Meeting.


Coach Foster will discuss his plans for the coming season and will hold a brief Q&A.








VHS SOFTBALL PARENT MEETING
Monday, March 11 – 6:30 p.m. at VHS


On Monday, March 11, Varsity Coach Pete Foster will hold his pre-season Parent Meeting prior
to the monthly VHS Softball Booster Club meeting.


The meeting will take place at 6:30 in the cafeteria at Verona High School.


Even if you cannot make the Booster Club meeting (scheduled to start immediately after Coach
Foster’s meeting), you are strongly encouraged to attend the Parent Meeting.


Coach Foster will discuss his plans for the coming season and will hold a brief Q&A.








Attention AP students: 
 
 
AP Registration forms and bulletins have been 
distributed in AP classes.  If you plan on taking 
an AP test and have not received a form, please 
see Mrs. Ferlauto in the Guidance Department. 
 
All registration forms are due in Guidance by 
March 8, 2013. 
 
                  


                     








Attention Junior Parents and Students 


 


 


The School Counseling Department is presently 


in the process of holding Junior Planning 


Meetings.  If you have not received your letter 


notifying you of the date of your appointment, 


please contact your child’s counselor. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


                                              
 


 


 








     Verona Public Schools, Office of the Superintendent 


121 Fairview Avenue                  Verona, New Jersey 07044 
PHONE 973-571-2029                   FAX 973-571-6779 


Steven A. Forte sforte@veronaschools.org Cheryl Nardino 


Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator/Board Secretary 


www.veronaschools.org 


 
Verona Board of Education Budget 2013-14 Facts 


 
The Verona Board of Education approved the preliminary budget for 2013-14 last night. This step is required by 
the NJ Department of Education (NJDOE). The budget includes a 2.5% tax levy increase. The state has imposed 
a 2% cap on tax levies but they do provide automatic cap waivers for budget concerns such as health insurance 
increases. This year we qualified for a one percent waiver to the cap. School districts are also permitted to 
“bank cap” which means instead of increasing the budget to the maximum in one year a board of education may 
opt to carry over the cap increase for up to three years. This allows a district to keep taxes down but also bank 
an increase for the future if there is a need.  
 


 12-13 tax levy $27,801,223 


 13-14 tax levy $28,496,254 


 Difference $695,031 


 2.5% increase  


 
On Tuesday March 12, 2013 the Verona Board of Education will have a discussion on the 2013-14 budget at the 
regularly scheduled public work session at 8:00 PM in the Verona High School Media Center.  
 
On Tuesday March 26, 2013 the Verona Board of Education will vote on the final budget to be submitted to the 
NJDOE. This will take place at the regular scheduled public meeting at 8:00PM in the Verona High School 
Media Center. During this meeting we will also have a presentation to the public on the budget.  
 
Links for more information: 


Verona Board of Education Budget Presentation for 2012-13 
 
Videos of the Verona Board of Education Meetings  
 
District Fact Book  
 
NJDOE Budget Guidelines 2013-14 
 
NJDOE Finance Department  
 
 
If you have any questions or comments about the budget please attend the meeting on March 12th or email me: 
sforte@veronaschools.org 
 
 



http://www.veronaschools.org/

http://www.veronaschools.org/Page/103

http://www.veronaschools.org/domain/444

http://www.veronaschools.org/Page/97

http://www.state.nj.us/education/finance/fp/dwb/guidelines/guidelines.pdf

http://www.nj.gov/education/finance/

mailto:sforte@veronaschools.org






 
Meet the Easter Bunny 


at the Annual Bunny Brunch 


 
Sponsored by the Junior Woman’s Club of Verona 


 
When: 


 
 


Where: 
 
 


Cost: 


Saturday, March 23, 2013 
9:30 am to 11 am 
 
Verona High School Cafeteria 
151 Fairview Avenue 
 
$5 per person (children 
under 1 free!) 


 


Admission includes a 
selection of bagels, 


donuts, muffins, juice, 
coffee/tea, a goody bag, 
a special treat from the 


Easter Bunny and crafts 
for the kids! 


 
Remember to bring a camera to take your picture with the Easter 
Bunny! Visits with the bunny will be in numerical order. No standing on 
line!! 
 
Proceeds from this event will benefit Verona families in need! 


 


 
 


For additional information, please contact Meghan Walsh at 
info@veronajuniors.org. For more information about the Juniors, visit 


us on the web at www.veronajuniors.org 








Inspire CREATIVITY and 
INVENTIVE thinking  
during a weeklong  
summer adventure of FUN and 
EXCITING real world challenges 
led by qualified educators!


INVENT.  DISCOVER.  EXPLORE.  ACHIEVE.


The cost is $275, but sign up before 3/28/13 for $255. Enroll today at  
https://glenridgefirst.wufoo.com/forms/gr-first-camp-invention-innovate-summer-camp-reg/ 


INNOVATE is coming to:
Ridgewood Avenue School
235 Ridgewood Avenue, Glen Ridge, NJ 07028
June 24 - 28, 2013
8:30AM to 3:00PM


Directed by:
Yin Chang-D’Arcy
yin@glenridgefirst.org
Kim McGuire
kim@glenridgefirst.org







UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
AN AGENCY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE


IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:


The cost is $275, but sign up before 3/28/13 for $255. Enroll today at  
https://glenridgefirst.wufoo.com/forms/gr-first-camp-invention-innovate-summer-camp-reg/ 


Dear Parent:


Your child’s learning doesn’t have to end when the school year does. Camp Invention’s summer 
day program, for students entering grades One through Six, immerses your child in a weeklong 
experience where he or she will discover creativity and inventiveness through hands-on, creative 
problem solving activities.


By enrolling your child in Camp Invention’s 2013 program, you’ll give them the opportunity to 
invent, discover, explore and achieve while developing the skills they will need to compete in the 
21st Century. The program is led by local, highly qualified educators who are passionate about 
helping children grow through hands-on learning.


As an advocate of hands-on learning, we are thrilled to bring this nationally-acclaimed program 
to our community. To secure a spot in this year’s program, .


Sincerely,


Yin Chang-D’Arcy, Director Kim McGuire, D ector 


Each registrant will receive a free Camp Invention T-shirt.  Refunds are available up to three weeks prior to 
the start date of the program, and $75 is non-refundable.  Early Registration discounts are valid only for 
registrations received by the applicable date and cannot be used with any discount.


This year’s INNOVATE program features:
 � HATCHED™ – The Hatched online community has disappeared.  Be a part of the tribe that 
saves its avatars by rebuilding the marketplace in this extraordinary virtual world.


 � POWER’D™ – It’s alive!  In a secret lab, build your own motorized creature and bring 
it to life while helping a mysterious scientist harness the power of nature.


 � GEO-GAMES™ – Design sporting and game equipment, get wet and go wild as 
global games are fused with dynamic, high-energy activities. 


 � I CAN INVENT: LAUNCHITUDE™ – Put physics to use taking apart machines and  
re-engineering them to create a Duck Chucking Device to destroy competitor duck territory! 








 


 


Friendly Reminder 


 


Daylight Savings Time is here again! 


 


It's almost time to set your clocks forward one hour  


in accordance with Daylight Savings Time 2013! 


Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 10 at 
2:00 AM. 








 


 


(Left to Right) Mary Ann Campion, Caldwell-West Caldwell Education Foundation, James Heinegg, 


Caldwell-West Caldwell Superintendent, Michael Cerino, CEO of DeCozen Chrysler Jeep Dodge, Verona 


Superintendent Steven Forte and Douglas Smith, Verona Foundation for Educational Excellence 


President, gather to announce a partnership event between the dealership and the schools. DeCozen 


will donate $200.00 to the Verona or Caldwell-West Caldwell  Education Foundation any time a person 


from their town buys a car in March, April and May of 2013.  


 


Photo courtesy of the Verona-Cedar Grove Patch, Eric Goodman 


http://verona.patch.com/  


 


 



http://verona.patch.com/






Present for the announcement were: L to R:
Mary Ann Campion, President of the Caldwell-West Caldwell Education Foundation.
James Heinegg, Superintendent of the Caldwell-West Caldwell School System.
Mike Cerino, CEO of De Cozen Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram.
Steve Forte, Superintendent of the Verona Schools System.
Doug Smith, President of the Verona Foundation of Educational Excellence.


Beginning on March 1, 2013 and running through May 1, 2013 when a resident from either Caldwell-West Caldwell  
or Verona buys a new or pre-owned vehicle, DeCozen CJDR will donate $200.00 to the respective school system Foundations.   


Mike Cerino said “ I think this is a great way for our company to give back something to the communities that have supported us 
for all of these years.” Here is the opportunity for the residents of these communities to help supply their community schools with 


the materiel and funding they need to maintain and grow the already fine school districts that are an integral part of the com-
munity. This is the first such program known to encompass such a far-reaching and sustainable level of support for community 


schools in the area.
 


DeCozen CJDR has been serving the automotive needs of the West Essex communities for over 87 years.
They are located at 225 Bloomfield Ave, Verona 07044. Call 877-554-4129.


 
CEO Mike Cerino is the current President of the Verona Chamber of Commerce.


On February 22, 2013, Mike Cerino CEO of DeCozen 
CJDR announced plans to aid the Verona and  


Caldwell-West Caldwell school systems.


 super service specials 


Come In For Your 
Free Raffle Ticket 


To Win A 
Flat Screen TV


1¢1¢
CheCk all engine funCtions


Check engine Diagnostic


$19.95 +tax


inCluDes:   full oil Change • Check all Belts • Check all hoses • Check antifreeze  
• Check tires • Check Battery • full Computer Diagnostic scan


Costs may be higher on diesels, heavy duty trucks, Vipers and other select vehicles. Includes 5 qts of Mopar Oil and 
Mopar Oil Filter. See dealer for details. Must Present Coupon At Time Of Write Up. 4/30/13


$19.95ONLYFull Oil Change
We will beat  


any price, from  
anywhere on service


Regardless of where you  
purchased your  


Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram  
we will service it better and 


for less


no Matter Where You Purchased...  


The Best Just Got Cheaper!
• state-of-the-art service Center


• factory trained technicians


• using the latest electronic Diagnostic equipment 


• genuine factory Parts


• Dedicated to “fix it Right” the fiRst time


• hometown Dealer over 85 yrs and 4 generations


We have an A+ Rating with the Better Business Bureau


DDeCozen
Make An Appointment Online At:


DeCozenCJD.com
225 Bloomfield Ave.  Verona, NJ


973-744-2000
Service HourS:  


Monday-Friday 8:00am to 6:00pm SATURDAY 9:00am to 3:00pm


SATURDAY SeRvice HoURS! 9:00Am - 3:00pm


$9.95$9.95
4-tire Rotation


Prevent ride vibration, irregular tire wear and extend the life of your tires with a 4-tire 
rotation. We will check for excessive wear, correct inflation and rotate according to 


manufacturers specifications. Available on most vehicles. Must present coupon. Must Present 
Coupon At Time Of Write Up. See dealer for full details. Exp 4/30/13.


+tax








Reception March 15th 6-9pm
211 Glenridge Avenue Montclair


www.ArtGarageNJ.com


Greetings From Wembley!
An Art Exhibit and Time Capsule



http://www.ArtGarageNJ.com

http://www.ArtGarageNJ.com





You are invited to a 
once-in-a lifetime event at The 
Art Garage in Montclair.  In 1937 
a school in Wembley, England 
sent their artwork in a cultural 
exchange with a school in 
Wilmington, Delaware USA.  
The work was displayed for the 


community and made the local 
papers.  It was then dismounted 
and placed in a box for storage 
and forgotten.  Until now, when 
the work was found by a local 
gallery owner in Montclair.  
Untouched since 1937, here is a 
perfect snapshot of art, 


education, history and culture 
displayed as it might have been 
in a school gallery.   


Please join us for the 
reception on Friday, March 
15th from 6-9pm and share in 
this great exhibit.  Once it 
comes down, the work will 
never be seen again the way it 
was originally intended! 


The Art Garage
211 Glenridge Avenue
Montclair, NJ 07042
www.ArtGarageNJ.com
972-744-6484


Greetings From Wembley!



http://www.ArtGarageNJ.com

http://www.ArtGarageNJ.com
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 


Wednesday, March 6th  
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Roast Turkey with Gravy 
Thursday, March 7th   
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Popcorn Chicken  
 Incoming Kindergarten Parent Orientation—7 P.M. 
 2nd Grade Brownie Meeting 
Friday, March 8th   
 SCA Bagel Lunch  (Don’t forget to pack a drink) 
Monday, March 11th   
 SCA Pizza Lunch  (Don’t forget to pack a drink) 
 SCA Meeting—7 P.M. 
Tuesday, March 12th        
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Cheese Quesadilla 
Wednesday, March 13th   
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Chicken Parm Hero 
Thursday, March 14th   
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – French Toast Sticks 
 3rd Grade Brownie Meeting 
Friday, March 15th   
 ½ Day, 12:30 P.M. Dismissal—No Lunch 


SCA MEETING 


MONDAY, MARCH 11– 7:00 P.M. in the Cafeteria 
Please join us at our next upcoming SCA meeting. It’s a 
great way to keep informed about the events/ programs at 
Forest Avenue and as a bonus your name will be entered 
into a raffle to win a SCRIP gift card at our last meeting in 
May. The more SCA meetings you attend, the greater your 
chances of winning. Hope to see you there! 
 


STORY LABORATORY— 
Reading Gives You Super Powers! 


=  
Mark your calendars!!! Our annual Scholastic Book Fair 
will be held on March 25, 26, and 27 this year. Students 
will visit with their classes and make their wish lists. 
Parents, you can return the wish lists with payment or come 
and shop with your child(ren). Our Book Fair will be open 
for family shopping on Tuesday the 26th from 2:45 to 8:00 
pm. We will have activities, crafts, and refreshments 
between 6:00 and 8:00 pm in the Forest Avenue School 
Gym. Start cleaning out your book shelves please! We will 
once again be collecting gently used and/or new books for  
a school in need. See you at the lab! 
 


Book Fair Volunteer Schedule! 
 
A big thank you to all of you who are available to volunteer 
for the book fair coming up this month! The attached 
document includes a volunteer schedule so please make sure 
to review the document. We still need help, please notice 
the open time slots and sign up if you can! These exciting 
school-wide events couldn’t take place for our children 
without the help of all the parents! You may contact Dina 
Kousoulou at DinaKous@yahoo.com or Jennifer Fleming at 
Jendan.fleming@gmail.com with any questions or concerns. 
 
 
 


 
   


I   Forest Avenue Bulletin 
 March 6th – March 12th, 2013  


 
 


Volume 24 


Editors – Beth Shust/Meryem Gumusayak                e-mail:  esyacono@yahoo.com   by 4 P.M. Sunday or call (973) 303-1873               
SCA President – Lisa Golebieski   e-mail:  Lgolebieski@verizon.net or call (973) 239-0844 
Forest Avenue Principal – Jeff Monacelli  e-mail:  jmonacelli@veronaschools.org  


Forest Avenue School Website:  www.veronaschools.org  (select “Schools” then select “Forest”) 
Bulletin and all attachments (as well as homework) are available online. 


THE SCA NEEDS YOUR HELP!! 
 
We still have A LOT of SCA committees to fill for the 
2013–2014 school year, and we need your help in filling 
them! If you haven’t already reviewed the volunteer 
sign-up sheet, please take a look at the attached list of 
available positions and see where you can volunteer your 
time next year. We need volunteers to help run the 
special events and programs for our children. This is a 
great way to get involved and support Forest Avenue 
School. The sign-up sheet with committee descriptions is 
also posted on the school’s Community home page: 
http://veronaschools.org/page/1480. Please submit your 
top 3 choices to Kendra Zalewski at 
klzalewski@hotmail.com or 973-571-9355 by Friday, 
March 15. Any questions please contact Kendra 
Zalewski.  


Thank you for supporting Forest Ave School!! 
 


 
 



mailto:DinaKous@yahoo.com

mailto:Jendan.fleming@gmail.com

mailto:esyacono@yahoo.com

mailto:Lgolebieski@verizon.net

mailto:jmonacelli@veronaschools.org

http://www.veronaschools.org/

http://veronaschools.org/page/1480

mailto:klzalewski@hotmail.com






A group of students in the Glen
Ridge FIRST Intro to Robotics class
poseswith their robots on Friday at
Ridgewood Avenue School. In the
back, from left are Drew Ege, 11;


Aiden Hackett, 8 and Jackson
Champeau, 8. In front are Olivia


Hoover, 8; Andrew Snyder, 8, Alex
Dreier, 9 and Anwell Meng, 8.


Glen Ridge FIRST builds interest in science, technology -
NorthJersey.com NorthJersey.com


Ridgewood Avenue School is usually fairly quiet during winter break in February.


ERIN ROLL/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Buy or license this photo
A group of students in the Glen Ridge FIRST Intro to Robotics class
poseswith their robots on Friday at Ridgewood Avenue School. In the back,
from left are Drew Ege, 11; Aiden Hackett, 8 and Jackson Champeau, 8. In
front are Olivia Hoover, 8; Andrew Snyder, 8, Alex Dreier, 9 and Anwell
Meng, 8.


But not this year.


On a recent Friday morning, the school cafeteria has turned into a robotics
laboratory.


Down on the floor, several of the scientists and engineers - all of them
elementary school students - are trying out their robots by pitting them in
battle against one another.


"On your mark! Get set! Battle!"


With that, the robots go rolling toward one another, each one trying to bump
the other off course.


Welcome to Glen Ridge FIRST: a series of science and technology programs for Glen Ridge's students.


This particular class is the Intro to Robotics course, where students get to learn the basics of assembling a
Lego robot, from fitting the pieces together to inserting the battery-powered motors.


In a separate course, the students get to learn about the software - how to program their robot to carry out
certain tasks.


About FIRST


FIRST is an acronym for For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology. Glen Ridge's
FIRST program is an offshoot of the national FIRST program.


The program was started in 1989 by inventor and entrepreneur Dean Kamen - also known as the inventor
of the Segway, among other devices.


The goal of FIRST is to get children interested in science, technology, engineering and mathematics -
known collectively as the STEM courses.


It also offers students the opportunity to participate in challenges and contests, from the Jr. FIRST Lego







League for younger students, to the FIRST Robotics Competition for high school students.


first in glen ridge


Glen Ridge has started assembling its own Jr. FIRST Lego League teams, and as of last week, the league
had 12 registered teams. The participating students will hold an exhibition event at Linden Avenue
School on Feb. 28, the same day as the school's science fair.


The impetus for Glen Ridge FIRST came from parents Yin Chang-D'Arcy and Kim McGuire.


Both Chang-D'Arcy and McGuire have children who are interested in building and programming.


"Everything we saw was outside of Glen Ridge," Chang-D'Arcy said.


It also didn't help that certain robotics classes would have required a 40-minute drive, Chang-D'Arcy
noted. So she and McGuire, working with other parents, decided to set up a FIRST chapter based in Glen
Ridge.


FIRST's offerings range from introductory classes for elementary school students, to more advanced
classes for middle and high school students. Each class can be modified for a student's own abilities,
Chang-D'Arcy noted.


Over the next several months, Glen Ridge FIRST plans to start up FIRST Lego League teams for older
students, and expand the program to let students from neighboring towns participate, among other goals.


"It is a wonderful adjunct to our program," Superintendent of Schools John Mucciolo said via email on
Monday. "Other communities are also doing this with great success. I do everything I can to support this
program."


Ridgewood Principal Michael Donovan also had words of support for Glen Ridge FIRST: "We
appreciate the tremendous efforts being made by Yin D'Arcy and Kim McGuire as they have established
the Glen Ridge FIRST program. They have brought unique opportunities into Glen Ridge, and the
students who have been participating have thoroughly enjoyed their experiences."


To learn more about Glen Ridge FIRST, visit http://glenridgefirst.wordpress.com/.


Email: roll@northjersey.com


North Jersey Media Group Inc.








 


INSTANT DECISION DAY 


Wednesday, April 3rd 


Instant Admission to the  


County Colleges!  


 


Admissions Representatives from: 


Bergen Community College 


Essex County College 


& 


County College of Morris 


will be at VHS to meet with students for instant admission 


 


Sign up in the School Counseling Office by 


March 20th  








About	  Glen	  Ridge	  First	  
Glen	   Ridge	   FIRST	   is	   a	   non-‐profit,	  
volunteer	   organiza<on	   dedicated	   to	  
advancing,	   promo<ng,	   fostering	   and	  
suppor<ng	   in teres t	   in	   Sc ience ,	  
Technology,	  Engineering	  &	  Math	   (STEM)	  
amongst	  children,	  ages	  6	   to	  18.	  GR	  First	  
is	   operated	   by	   a	   team	   of	   parents	   on	   a	  
voluntary	   basis	   who	   are	   passionate	  
about	  STEM.	  	  


GR	  First	  Core	  Values	  
v We	  encourage	  imagina<on,	  crea<vity	  


and	  innova<on.	  


v We	  believe	  learning	  about	  STEM	  is	  
fun.	  	  


	  	  


v We	  enjoy	  learning	  with	  friends.	  


v We	  share	  our	  experiences	  and	  what	  
we	  learned	  with	  others	  who	  are	  
interested.	  


v We	  honor	  the	  spirit	  of	  friendly	  
compe<<on.	  


v We	  strive	  to	  display	  graciousness	  and	  
professionalism.	  


v We	  endeavor	  to	  work	  together	  as	  a	  
team.	  


2012	  
July:	  Registered	  as	  a	  non-‐profit.	  
	  


September:	  Hosted	  informa<on	  
sessions	  	  
	  


October:	  Launched	  STEM	  programs	  
	  


2013	  
January:	  Winter	  STEM	  program	  
began	  
	  


February:	  Host	  Inaugural	  GR	  First	  Jr.	  
FIRST®	  LEGO®	  League	  Exhibit	  
	  


March:	  Launch	  Glen	  Ridge	  Robo<cs	  
with	  Jr.FLL	  team	  matching	  program	  
	  


May:	  Introduce	  GR	  First	  Membership	  
	  


June:	  Camp	  Invent	  One-‐Week	  
Summer	  Program	  
	  


July:	  Fall	  program	  unveiled	  &	  early	  
registra<on	  begins	  
	  


August:	  Launch	  Odyssey	  of	  the	  Mind	  
Program	  
	  


September:	  Register	  Jr.FLL	  teams;	  
Fall	  program	  begins	  


For	  more	  informa<on,	  go	  to	  
www.glenridgefirst.wordpress.com	  or	  
follow	  us	  on	  Facebook	  
www.facebook.com/glenridgefirst.	  	  


Contacts/Board	  of	  Directors	  
Yin	  Chang-‐D’Arcy	  yin@glenridgefirst.org	  	  
Kim	  McGuire	  kim@glenridgefirst.org	  	  
Anthony	  Bonnea	  anthony@glenridgefirst.org	  
Ingrid	  Kozlowski	  ingrid@glenridgefirst.org	  	  
Wendi	  Lui	  wendi@glenridgefirst.org	  	  







June	  24-‐28,	  2013	  /	  8:30	  –	  3:00	  	  


What	  Glen	  Ridge	  First	  Offers	  
	  


Glen	  Ridge	  First	  


STEM	  
Enrichment	  


Program	  Tracks	  


Glen	  Ridge	  First	  
Robo<cs	   Events	  


STEM	  Enrichment	  Programs/Tracks	  
Sneak	  peek	  2013-‐2014	  (sample	  programs)	  
•  Carnegie	  Mellon’s	  Robo<cs	  Academy	  
•  Ci<es	  &	  Transporta<on	  
•  Intro	  to	  Engineering:	  Projects	  
•  Mindstorm	  NXT	  
•  NASA	  Academy	  of	  Future	  Space	  Explorers	  
•  Sci/Tech:	  Wheels,	  Axles,	  Gears	  &	  Simple	  


Machines	  
•  Shockingly	  S<cky	  Science	  








 


 


Brownie Troop 20341 Service Project 


Montclair Township Animal Shelter staff members and volunteers recently attended an insightful 
seminar, "Enrichment on the Cheap," where they learned about unique and inexpensive ways to 
provide environmental enrichment and stimulation for shelter animals. These items will help MTAS 
staff create such projects. Some may seem odd, but are actually very useful. The Shelter will post 
photos of animals playing with the finished projects made from donated items. 


Laning Avenue School Brownie troop 20341 is collecting the following items for the Montclair 
Township Animal Shelter: 


- empty toilet paper and paper towel cardboard rolls 
- shoe boxes 
- empty cardboard egg cartons 
- empty milk, soda and water bottles (cleaned) 
- card board drink holders (such as those provided at coffee shops) 
- old metal muffin or cupcake baking tins 
- metal buckets (in good condition) 
- small mirrors 


There will be a bin located in the lobby of Laning Avenue School for these items. You may also 
leave items in a bin on the front porch of 6 Hillcrest Terrace. 


If you have any questions please contact Kristin Shea 973-207-8307 or Rosa Nunez 201-755-2089. 


 


 








You are invited to the following event:  


MONTCLAIR MARCH MATHNESS:  
MAKING YOUR MARK ON THE WORLD –  
STEM CAREER PANEL (6-12TH GRADE)  
Event to be held at the following time, date, and location:  


Saturday, March 9, 2013 from 3:00 
PM to 5:00 PM (EST)  


Montclair Municipal building 
205 Claremont Avenue 
Montclair, NJ  
 
 


  


 


 
This event is for middle and HIGH SCHOOL students. 
 
We have arranged for an impressive panel of female STEM professionals to 
meet and talk with middle and high school students on Saturday, March 9th at 
3pm in the Municipal Building Council Room. Guests include... 
 
Amy Huebner, Chemical Engineer 
Deborah Juergensen, Statistician 
Erica Hamden, Physicist 
Natasha Mathias, Pediatric Dentist 
Sharon Kovalsky, Architect 
Kate Moore, Global IT 
Anne Anquillare, Financial Services 
 
There's no better way for students to learn about a career than to hear from 
professionals who are in the field now. During a Q&A session, students will 
also learn from the questions posed by their peers. 
 
We hope you can make it! 
 
Debbie Villarreal-Hadley, 
Chair, Montclair March Mathness  
 








 
 
 
 
 
 
 


To Out of District  
Eighth Grade Students and Parents, 


 
As you move through your last year as an eighth grade student, it is time to begin thinking 
about next year and high school.  Listed below is general information about the Verona High 
School Shadowing Program.  This program is designed to give out of district students an 
opportunity to spend the day at Verona High School and experience a typical day in the life of 
a Verona High School student.  It is our hope that this program will assist you in the high 
school decision process.  It is our pleasure to show potential Verona High School students all 
of the wonderful opportunities that await them as a proud member of the Verona High School 
community.  We look forward to the opportunity to work with both you and your child and 
hope that you make Verona High School your school of choice.   
 
What is the Verona High School Shadowing Program? 
 
The VHS Shadowing Program is an opportunity for out of district or private school students in 
the 8th grade to visit Verona High School and experience firsthand what it’s like to be a 
member of the Verona High School Family.  Students that participate are paired with a 
Verona High School student for the day to attend classes, go to lunch and get a true feel for 
student life at Verona High School. The shadowing program will pair 8th grade students with 
Verona High School 9th grade students so they will get a sense of school climate and 
classes. We invite 8th grade students to stay for the entire day so they may see a complete 
day in the life of a Verona High School student.  Shadowing provides an opportunity that can 
help both you and your child decide where you want to spend the next four years of your 
academic lives. Parents should make shadowing arrangements utilizing the following 
information:  
 
Shadowing opportunities are available on Tuesdays beginning February 5th and 
ending on Tuesday March 19th.* Please read the information carefully before attempting to 
schedule your appointment. 
 
*Please Note:  No Shadow visits may be scheduled on March 5th due to HSPA testing 
at VHS. 


 
Shadowing FAQs: 
 
1. Is shadowing a half-day or a full day? The 8th grader will visit for the duration of the day.  
The all-day visit will be from 7:45am to 2:33pm. Visiting students may bring a bag lunch or 
they may purchase lunch in our cafeteria. 
 
 







2. Is there a dress code for students who visit? Visitors are asked to dress appropriately 
and follow the guidelines outlined in the Verona High School Student/Parent Handbook which 
can be accessed directly on the Verona High School Website.   
 
3. How far in advance do I need to call to schedule a shadow visit? We recommend that 
a parent schedule the visit at least one week in advance. Many days do fill up so the sooner a 
visit can be scheduled the better. 
 
4. Does a prospective student shadow a freshman, sophomore, junior, or senior? In 
most cases, the 8th grade students will be paired with a freshman. All attempts will be made 
to accommodate all requests. Please make your request when you register for your 
shadowing visit.   
 
5. Where should I bring and pick up my child for his or her visit? All 8th grade visitors 
and their parents will come to the main entrance in the front of school. Enter through the main 
doors and walk straight ahead to the School Counseling Office. This is where the 8th grade 
students and the Verona High School student guides will meet and where you will pick your 
child up at 2:33 p.m. 
 
6. Does a parent need to come into the school building when dropping off or picking 
up his or her child? It is necessary that a parent accompany the student into Verona High 
School when dropping off and picking up. There is a sheet that the parent will need to sign. At 
the beginning of the visit the parent or  will need to leave an emergency contact number. At 
the end of the visit, the parent will sign his or her child out so that Verona High School knows 
that the prospective student is no longer on campus.  
 
7. How do I register my child? Please e-mail Mrs. Diane Newman at 
dnewman@veronaschools.org the following information: 
 


 Student’s name 
 Student’s current school 
 Home address 
 Parent’s name 
 Parent’s cell phone number 
 Emergency contact name and phone number 
 Name and grade of person you wish to shadow (if available) 
 Three (3) shadow date requests 


 
 
                                               
 
 



mailto:dnewman@veronaschools.org






Attention Seniors 
 


Be sure to check Naviance weekly for scholarships that are 


applicable to you.  Listed below are a few of the scholarships that 


were added to Naviance in the last two weeks:  


 


 Investors Bank 


 September 11, 2001 Essay Contest 


 Thomas Patrick Stewart Memorial Scholarship 


 Woman’s Club of Verona Service Scholarship 


 


In addition there are many National scholarships that are 


available now.  Look on Naviance under the “Scholarship” tab.  


Click on “National Scholarship Search”, enter your information 


and it will supply you with a list of scholarships that apply to you. 


 


Also, for scholarships offered to New Jersey students go to 


www.StudentScholarships.org  


 


If you have any questions, see Mrs. Newman 


 


 



http://www.studentscholarships.org/






Verona High School  


SCHOOL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 151 Fairview Avenue, Verona, NJ  07044 


 


 


 VHS SCA Meeting  


 


WHEN:  Monday, March 11 


TIME:  7:30pm 


WHERE:  VHS Library/Media Center 


 


WHO:  All VHS Parents are welcome and encouraged to 


attend.  Incoming Freshman Parents also welcome to join us. 


Come hear about the volunteer positions available for next year.    
 


Guest Speaker: Ms. Ferlauto, Supervisor of Guidance, will review 


2013-14 course selection process.  Emphasis on courses that offer 


college credits and summer courses with dual enrollment.  


SCA Agenda Topics: 


 International weekend summary  


 Teacher Appreciation Luncheon  


 Budget update  


 2013-14 Committee Slate of available positions 


 Scholarship applications  


 Graduation 2013/Project Graduation 


 Graduation Reception at Caldwell College  


 Project Graduation 2014 update  


 End of Year School Gift  


Principal’s Report- Mr. Glen Cesa 


 








Attention parents of - 
8th, 9th, 10th & 11th grade students 
 
 
Scheduling information for the  
2013-2014 school year can be found  
on the Verona High School Guidance 
Website. 
 http://www.veronaschools.org/domain/118 


 
 


 








Comedy Night Fundraiser 
Featuring 


Uncle Floyd Vivino 
 


To benefit 
 


 
 


Verona Junior Wrestling & VHS Wrestling Teams 
 


Thursday, April 4, 2013 
6:30 – 10:30 PM 


 


The Chandelier 
340 Franklin Avenue, Belleville, NJ 


 


Admission   $50.00 per person 
(Includes Show, Buffet Dinner, Dessert, Beer, Wine, Soda) 


 


*** Tricky Tray and 50/50 Tickets will be available for purchase *** 
 


RSVP by Monday, April 1, 2013 
 


For More Information contact: 
Sam Zamloot            (973) 239-0835         samzamloot@verizon.net 
Heather Riggio         (973) 571-1693         heather824@verizon.net 
Eileen Pecci               (973) 571-0232        eileenpecci@verizon.net 


 
Please Make Checks Payable to: Verona Junior Wrestling 


- - - - - - - - - - - - - -  Mail To: 71 Hillside Ave  Verona, NJ 07044- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
Name(s):_____________________________________________________ 
Number of Guests: ____________ @ $50.00 = ______________________ 
Email Address: _______________________________________________ 
 
Tickets will not be mailed. Your name will be checked at the door.  



mailto:samzamloot@verizon.net

mailto:heather824@verizon.net

mailto:eileenpecci@verizon.net






V~SEA 
2013 


Verona Summer 
Enrichment 
Academy 


 


“Where Learning and Fun 


Come Together!” 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Verona Public Schools 


 


 


Pre-K through 4
th


 Grade Program - The Pre-K (students 
entering kindergarten in September 2013) through 4th 
grade program includes interdisciplinary investigations 
and activities in the areas of language arts, science and 
mathematics focusing on grade specific themes. Courses 
will be computer integrated in support of classroom 
projects.  Pre-K-4th grade programs meet for three hours 
per day from 8:30-11:30.  Fee: $365.  


Middle School Program - Algebra I Readiness: (For 
students entering 7th, 8th or 9th grade who will be taking 
Algebra I in September) Algebra I is the foundation of all 
high school mathematics classes.  The main goal of 
Algebra I is to develop fluency in working with linear 
equations. The Algebra I Readiness Course is designed to 
assist students in mastering target standards with a primary 
focus on developing students’ mastery of arithmetic 
concepts and skills. Through the topics presented in this 
course students will solidify understandings introduced in 
Pre-Algebra and will be better prepared to tackle new 
topics that will be learned in Algebra I. Topics that will be 
covered include  integers and their operations, rational 
numbers, simplifying expressions, solving one and two 
step equations/ inequalities, functions and graphing in the 
coordinate plane.  The Algebra I Readiness class will meet 
for 1 ½ hours per day from 8:30-10:00.     Fee: $182.50 


Fundamentals of Pre-Algebra – (For students entering 
7th and 8th grade on-level math in September) Are you 
bored with Math and really do not want to take a Math 
class during the summer? Well, this isn’t your typical 
Math class. You will still explore integers, rational 
numbers, simplifying expressions, solving inequalities, 
functions, and graphing, but you will learn to apply these 
concepts to your own life. For instance, you will learn how 
coordinate plan graphing is used in movie, animation, and 
video game making or how inequalities can be used to 
make smarter, wiser decisions in life. While learning how 
to apply these concepts to your everyday life, you will also 
build a foundation to take your math skills to the next 
level. The Fundamentals of Pre-Algebra class will meet 
for 1 ½ hours per day from 10:00-11:30.    Fee: $182.50 


High School Program 


Program information will be distributed to high school 
students in early spring. 


 


 


A Note From the Directors 


 


Dear Parents, 


The purpose of the Verona Summer Enrichment 
Academy (V~SEA) is to expand our students' 
knowledge base, build on their interests and 
encourage creative thinking. 


We invite your children to participate in this creative 
experience.  The students are taught in an enriching 
environment which features such things as 
explorations of Medieval history, Archimedes, 
dinosaurs, cryptology, forensics, crime scene 
investigation, prime and composite numbers, Aesop's 
fables and much more. 


The V~SEA experience welcomes children who ask 
questions and exhibit curiosity about the world and 
how it works.  This form of learning only occurs in 
an atmosphere where imagination and daring to 
"think out of the box" is appreciated and valued. 


All Pre-K (students entering kindergarten in 
September 2013) through 4th grade students are 
invited to participate in the elementary program.  
The Pre-K, Kindergarten and 1st grade programs will 
be held at Laning Ave. School.  The 2nd through 4th 
grade programs will be held at F.N. Brown School.  
The middle school and high school classes will be 
held at Verona High School.  The selection of grade 
levels at these sites facilitates the easy transfer of 
those children who will attend V~SEA in the 
morning and the Verona Recreation Department’s 
programs (Primary Park, Elementary Zone & 
Summer Adventure) in the afternoon. 


Sincerely, 


Mr. Jeffrey Monacelli & Dr. Larry Siegel 


V~SEA Co-Directors 


 


     
 
 







 Summer Enrichment Academy 


 
Verona Summer Enrichment Academy 


2013 Registration Form Pre-K through 8  
Student Name:_____________________________________ 


Address:__________________________________________ 


__________________________________________________ 


Present Grade;_____________________________________ 


Date:_____________________________________________ 


Current School:____________________________________ 


Name of Parent/Guardian: 


__________________________________________________ 


Home Phone:______________________________________ 


Work Phone:______________________________________ 


Cell Phone:_______________________________________ 


Email Address: 


____________________________________________ 


Yes, I would like to enroll my child in the 2013 
Verona Summer Enrichment Academy. I have 
enclosed my check for $365 (Pre-K thru 4 
program) or $182.50 (Middle School Program)  
payable to Verona Board of Education. I 
understand that if I change my mind there is a 
full refund on or before April 3, 2013 or a 50% 
refund on or before May 10, 2013. I am aware 
there will be no refunds after May 10, 2013. 
X____________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature 


 


Please forward your registration form and 


payment to: 


Mr. Jeffrey Monacelli 


Forest Avenue School 


118 Forest Avenue  


Verona, New Jersey 07044 
 


For further information, contact: 


 
Jeffrey Monacelli at (973) 571-6754 


or 


Larry Siegel at (973) 571-6753 


 
Program Hours are 8:30 – 11:30 AM for the 


Pre-K thru grade 4 programs.   
 


See course descriptions for middle school and 
high school program hours. 


 


 
 


  


Participation in V~SEA will not preclude involvement in 


Verona Summer Recreation and/or Verona Summer Music 


programs. 


 


 


2013  Schedule 


DATES TOPIC LOCATION 


March thru 
Friday,  


May 10th   


Registration 
 


 


Tuesday,  
March 19th  


V~SEA Parent 
Information Session 


Forest Avenue 
School Library 


@ 7:00 PM 


Tuesday, 
June 25th  


 
V~SEA Begins 


Pre-K thru Grade 1 
at Laning 


 
Grades 2 thru 4 at 


F.N. Brown 
 


Middle School and 
High School 
Programs at 
Verona High 


School 
Thursday, 


July 4th  
Fourth of July 


Holiday 
No Classes 


 


Tuesday, 
July 23rd  


Final Day of 
V~SEA 


 








To All Verona Students and Families


Discover the Hilltop Reservation at 
Night 


Full Moon Nature Discovery Hike


Wednesday, March 27  


7:00pm to 8:30pm    (sunset 7:19pm)


Join naturalists for an evening discovery walk in search 
of spring peepers and wood frogs as well as the 
secretive strange springtime mating flight of the 
Timberdoodle. 


Dress warmly, bring a flashlight and sturdy shoes or 
mud boots.


Meet at Courter Lane parking area off Mountain 
Avenue, North Caldwell Parking Area shortly before 
7pm, hike starts promptly at 7pm


Brought to you by the Hilltop Conservancy 
and the Essex County Environmental Center





