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F.N. Brown’s 5th Annual Adult Social 
 
 


You’re Invited! 


 
 


Friday, December 5th 2014 @ 8PM 


$35 per adult 


✶ Live Entertainment ✶ 


 


 
The Grasshopper 


292 Grove Ave.  


Cedar Grove, NJ 


 


RSVP by Wednesday November 26, 2014 


 


Checks Payable to:  F.N. Brown SCA & label envelope “Adult Social” 
 


Any questions please contact: 
Rachael Wagner / rachwagner@gmail.com 


Kari Baureis / KariA91178@hotmail.com 


Chris Wacha / cwacha@mrhs.net 
 


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Adult Social RSVP 


 
Contact Name:   ______________________________  # of adults  ______ 


 


 
Phone #:  _______________      Email: ____________________________ 








         


  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


Support your local scouts and 


   a favorite verona business! 


VERONA PACK 31 


CUB SCOUTS 


CHRISTMAS WREATH 


Fundraiser 


 
 


Name:__________________________


Email:__________________________ 


Phone:__________________________


____ total wreaths ____ total payment 


Please make checks payable to Verona Pack 31.  


You can drop off or mail your orders to: 


Pack 31 Wreath Fundraiser 


42 Marion Road 


Verona, NJ 07044 


 


 


18” undecorated wreath 


$15 each 


____ undecorated 
 


 


18” wreath with bow in    the 


color of your choice 


$20 each 


 ____ red velvet bow 


 ____ burgundy velvet  bow 


 ____ gold bow 
 


Orders Due: 


November 30 
PICK UP: 


December 6 


@ Fair in the Square 


 For alternate pick-up 


arrangements, please email 


veronanjpack31@gmail.com 


Wreaths made By: 


 



mailto:veronanjpack31@gmail.com






    Verona Public Schools, Office of the Superintendent 
121 Fairview Avenue                  Verona, New Jersey 07044 
PHONE 973-571-2029                   FAX 973-571-6779 
Rui Dionisio Cheryl Nardino 
Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
www.veronaschools.org 


Upcoming Events 


Date: November 14, 2014   


 
 


DISTRICT   
Board of Education meeting agendas are posted the Monday prior to the meeting on the site below 


http://www.veronaschools.org/BOEAgenda       


Nov. 18,19,20  HALF DAY K‐8 ONLY ‐  PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 
Nov. 25    Board of Education meeting           8:00 pm   Media Center 
 
VHS 


Nov. 17   SCA                 7:30 pm  Media Center 
                             Report Cards on Parent Portal 3:00 
Nov. 18   Take Down Club Meeting                       7:00 pm   Cafeteria  
Nov. 19   Lacrosse Parent Meeting           7:15 pm  Cafeteria 
       Capstone Project Meeting           7:00  pm  Media Center 
Nov. 20    Market Day Pickup             4:00 pm  Lobby 
 
HBW 
Nov. 17   Report Cards Posted             4:00 pm 
Nov. 18   Parent/Teacher  Conferences           1:00 pm – 3:30 pm 
Nov. 19   Parent/Teacher Conferences            6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Nov. 20   Parent/Teacher Conferences           1:00 pm – 3:30 pm 
Nov. 21   7th Grade Social             7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Gym 
 
BROOKDALE 


Towne Scoop Thanksgiving Cakes ‐ Purchase Thanksgiving ice cream cakes 
            from the Towne Scoop.  Each cake ordered  
                                   $2 goes back to Brookdale. 


NJ Cares Coat Drive ‐ Brookdale School is working with NJ Cares to collect 
                gently used winter coats to give to men, women and 


           children in need. Coats can be dropped off in the bins 
           in the school lobby from November 10‐December 12. 
           All sizes needed! 


Special Lunch Program ‐ Ordering for December is now open The ordering  
                deadline for December is November 24. Parents  
                can participate in the SCA Special Lunch Program 
                by ordering at www.myfooddays.com. Instructions  
                on how to order can be found on the Brookdale SCA website.  







F N BROWN 


Nov. 17     Report Cards Issued 
 
FOREST 


Nov. 17     Report cards available on line 3 pm 
 
LANING 


Nov. 20     Picture Retake Day – Pre‐K through Grade 4 
 








B-Line News 
Election Day Bake Sale –  
Calling all bakers!!!  Tuesday, November 4th is another of 
our great fundraisers.  We ask for donated baked goods 
which are sold throughout the day to Election Day patrons.  
The sale will end at 1:00.  Any questions please contact 
Dana Wynne, wynne5614@gmail.com. 
  
(NOTE:  DUE TO ALLERGIES, PLEASE DO NOT 
BAKE WITH PEANUTS OR NUTS.) 
 


Thanksgiving Feast –  
Our annual Thanksgiving Feast is scheduled for 
Wednesday, November 26th at 11:30.  This is a great day 
for our students, but in order for it to be a success we need 
your help.  Class parents will contact you with details on 
what is needed, so please mark your calendars now.  It’s a 
great way to kick off your holiday.  Be sure you don’t miss 
out and keep a look out for more details coming soon.  If 
you have questions please contact Amy Aiello, 
amyjaiello@yahoo.com.  
 


Busy Bee Scrip Program –  


Thank you to those who have supported this program so far 
this year.  We have profited over $350! With the holidays 
are quickly approaching, we hope you will consider 
utilizing this super simple program as you prepare for 
Thanksgiving.  Not only do we offer cards from local 
grocers such as FoodTown, ShopRite, Stop and 
Shop/Peapod and Whole Foods, but retailers to help with 
all your hosting needs like Bed Bath and Beyond, Macys, 
Target.  Gift cards make great birthday gifts too!   
November order forms will be coming home soon and are 
due back on the 12th.   Need a retailer that is not on 
Novembers form?  All of our order forms are available on 
the F.N. Brown website under community or by contacting 
Kate Curren at katefullercurren@gmail.com or 
973.8857.8663 
 


Oliver’s Labels –  
With the colder temperatures come layers of 
clothes.  Utilizing Oliver’s Labels is a practical and smart 
way to ensure your child’s belongings do not get lost.   
The labels are waterproof and the tags are made of high-
performance, scuff-proof materials that are dishwasher, 
microwave and washer/dryer safe.  Customize and preview 
your labels instantly with your name and choice of over 70 
colorful designs!  Visit www.oliverslabels.com/fnbrown 
today!  F.N. Brown receives 20% of all purchases. 
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Principal:  Dr. Anthony Lanzo SCA Co-Presidents: Antonia Castner & Alice Poueymirou 


Dates to 
Remember… 


Mon., 11/3-   SCA Meeting 7:00pm (Library) 
 
Tues., 11/4-   12:30 Dismissal 
    Half Day Snacks 
    Election Day Bake Sale 
 
Thurs., 11/6-   NO SCHOOL 
& Fri., 11/7   Teacher’s Convention 
 
Tues., 11/11-  SCA Pasta Lunch 


 Verona Bd. Of Ed. Mtg. VHS 8:00pm 
 
Thurs., 11/13-   SCA Pizza Lunch 


Sterling Mine Trip 4th grade  
  (8:45-2:00pm) 


 
Mon., 11/17-    Report Cards Issued 
 
Tues.- Thurs.-  12:30 Dismissal 
11/18, 19 & 20  Half Day Snacks 
    Parent Teacher Conferences 
    (11/20- Evening Conferences) 
 
Fri., 11/21-    B-Line Articles Due 
 
Tues., 11/25-  Verona Bd. Of Ed. Mtg. VHS 8:00pm  
 
Wed., 11/26-   12:30 Dismissal 
    Thanksgiving Feast 11:30 
 
Thurs., 11/27-   NO SCHOOL 
& Fri., 11/28   Happy Thanksgiving! 
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Contact Us 


B-Line Editor:  Melissa Watkins 


Email:  melissalwatkins@gmail.com  
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October 2013 F.N. Brown School- Home of the Bees 
 


Shoparoo –  
There is no easier way to raise money for our school.  We 
have raised over $100 so far this school year by simply 
taking pictures of our shopping receipts with the Shoparoo 
app!  It does not matter what you buy- every receipt 
submitted counts.  So what are you waiting for?  You can 
either download the free app from the Apple AppStore or 
the Google Play Store by searching ‘shoparoo’ and then 
select our school as your chosen cause. Since there is no 
limit to how much money we can raise with Shoparoo, be 
sure to invite your friends and neighbors to join in- every 
receipt counts! 
 


Stop & Shop A+ Rewards –  


Do you shop at Stop & Shop?  Now you can make money 
for our school by simply grocery shopping now thru March 
19, 2015.  You can log on to www.stopandshop.com/aplus  
and choose “Register Your Card” from the A+ menu on the 
left to register your card online OR email Kate Curren at 
katefullercurren@gmail.com and provide your Stop and 
Shop loyalty card number.   This program is open to all 
friends and family of the F.N. Brown Community so please 
ask your friend, neighbors and family.  Once a card 
is registered under our school, each time you shop at Stop 
& Shop using your loyalty card, you will earn CASH for 
our school! 
 


Half Day Snacks –  


On November 4, 18, 19 & 20 the SCA will be sponsoring 
Half Day Snacks for all students.  The snacks must be pre-
ordered so please make sure you send in your money. We 
are now offering a new half day snack which is a soft 
pretzel from the Philly Pretzel Company in Livingston. All 
snacks come with a water. Watch your Wednesday packets 
in October and November for sign up details.  Please direct 
any questions to Janice Garthwaite, 
janicegarthwaite@gmail.com. 
 


SCA Membership –  
Thank you to all the families and faculty who have paid their 
membership dues this year. The membership dues help to fund 
some of the wonderful activities and materials the school 
needs. Membership dues are $10.00 (cash or check made  
payble to FN Brown SCA) per family and can be sent into 
school to the attention of Janice Garthwaite, SCA Membership. 
 


Note from the Treasurer –  


For those submitting expenses for various programs, please place 
your receipts in an envelope along with your name and a short 
explanation of the expense. All reimbursement checks will be 
returned to the SCA mailbox in the main office within 24-48 
hours.  If you have any questions, please contact Kristen 
Mautone, krismaut1@verizon.net. 


 


Fall Festival –  


The Fall Festival Committee would like to thank everyone who 
supported our Fall Festival this year.  It was a great success.  Our 
bakers really outdid themselves by providing the most delicious 
and festive treats.  The children and adults were delighted with 
all the goodies and beautiful fall decorations.  A special thanks 
to everyone who volunteered to help set up, clean up and sell on 
the day, especially Mr. Louis Cerretta and Mr. Iggy Joswik, our 
fabulous custodians.  We could not have done it without all of 
you! 
 


Wrapping Paper Committee –  


Thank you to all who participated in the Wrapping Paper Sale.  
What a great success!  Wrapping paper orders will arrive in early 
November.  Large orders will be packed in boxes and smaller 
orders will be packed in bags.  Please keep a look out for more 
details to follow in the weekly packets.  REMEMBER- YOU 
CAN CONTINUE TO ORDER ON INNISBROOK.COM 
throughout the year and we will earn revenue.  Thanks again  
for your continued support! 
 


  Pomptonian Lunch Dates 


Pomptonian will be serving lunches on the following dates:   
November 3, 5, 10, 12, 14, 17, 21, 24 and 25. 


Please remember all lunches must be pre-ordered. 


More B-Line News 
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October 2013 F.N. Brown School- Home of the Bees 


 


 


And A Special Thank You Goes to… 
 


The Wrapping Paper Committee!  What a successful and great 
fundraiser.  It would not have been possible without the efforts of 
Nicole Onofrietti. 


 


The Buzz Book Committee!  Everyone can set up some playdates  
now thanks to Melissa Watkins and Diana Garmont. 


 


The School Pictures Committee!  Great job Chantal Matta. 
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November 
 


Olivia Plath, Matthew Medina, Illan Haque, Maren McCabe, 
Samantha Rizzi, Isabella Garcia, Eleanor Battersby, Nia Pilauri,  


Joshua Fourez, Dylan Frey, Brady Watkins, Liam McEnerney,  


Isabella Gonzalez, Victoria Valese, Kyla Pavia, Alexander Rodriguez,  


Olivia Codey, Sophie Hacker 
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F.N. BROWN – THE BEST 
SCHOOL IN TOWN! 


22


Box Tops for Education 
Please remember to send  
in your box tops!  We earn 
10 cents for FN Brown  
for each box top that’s 
collected.  Just clip, save 
and send them in.  Thanks! 
 


 







FREDERIC N. BROWN SCHOOL                                      
125 GROVE AVENUE 
VERONA, NEW JERSEY  07044                                             TELEPHONE: (973) 571-6753   FAX: (973) 571-6769                      
                               ANTHONY V. LANZO, Ed. D 


                                                      Principal  


                                                                                                                                            November 2014  
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I can’t believe it is November already!  The school year is moving quickly.  We have many 
wonderful events occurring at F.N. Brown each day, as I am sure your child has shared at home.  
Thanks to all of our FNB parents for the tremendous support given to our school programs on a daily 
basis. A strong home school partnership is critical in fostering a positive experience for all of our 
students.  Also, thank you to the various parent volunteers for helping us provide all of the extras for 
our students.   
 
Report Cards – PLEASE NOTE  
Report cards will be issued to students in grades 1-4 on Monday, November 17th. All report cards 
will be accessed on-line via Genesis/parent portal.  Parents may request to receive a hard copy of the 
report card in writing by sending the main office an email: adugan@veronaschools.org. All parents 
should have received the parent portal access information. If you have not received the information, 
please contact our main office.  


 
Conferences 
Parent-Teacher conferences are scheduled for November 18th, 19th, and 20th. Each teacher will share 
your child’s social and academic progress thus far.  Teachers will also focus in on areas that are in 
need of growth during this school year.  Please note that we will have a 12:30 dismissal on all 
three conference dates.  
 
Thanksgiving Feast 
We look forward to our annual feast on Wednesday, November 26th @ 11:30 AM.  Thank you to our 
generous SCA for organizing and funding this special tradition that our students and staff truly 
enjoy. Reminder:  We will have a 12:30 dismissal on Wednesday, November 26th and school will be 
closed on Thursday, November 27th and Friday, November 28th for the Thanksgiving holiday.  
 
Math-A-Thon 
This year, the F.N. Brown elementary students will be given the opportunity to participate in Math-
A-Thon, an education-based fundraising program that benefits St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
and its lifesaving work.  We participated in the St. Jude Math-A-Thon two years ago and raised close 
to $9,000.00. Math-A-Thon is an optional fundraiser that all students will have the opportunity to 
participate.  The program is designed to teach our students the importance of helping others while 
they practice their math skills. 
 
Grade level assemblies will be held for each grade level on Tuesday, November 11th to explain to the 
students about the fundraiser, what it involves, and the benefits of doing it.  On this day, your child 
will receive a parent consent form and a Math Funbook.   If your child chooses to be involved in the 
fundraiser, the provided consent form must be signed and returned to their teacher by Friday, 







November 21, 2014. The students will then obtain sponsors such as family and friends to make 
donations either on a monetary amount per problem (example: 10 cents or 20 cents per math 
problem that is done and correct) or pledge a flat donation amount. We recommend that students do 
not go door-to-door to solicit sponsors. Parents need to be involved in the process of soliciting 
donations from family and friends. Students then complete their provided Math Funbook which is to 
be completed at home independently. Included in the book is an answer sheet near the back so 
parents can participate and help check answers. There is also a tally sheet so parents can add up your 
child’s points. Students then collect and return pledges to their teacher by Friday, December 5, 2014. 
All profits and donations will be submitted to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital to help treat 
children with illnesses and cancers. Each participant will receive a certificate of appreciation and 
based upon the amount raised, there will be prizes given. Students will benefit from this fundraiser 
because not only will they raise money to help other children, but their math skills can be practiced 
in a fun and educational way.  
 
Please look for additional information about the Math-A-Thon during the upcoming weeks.  In the 
interim, you may contact any of the committee members if you have a question – Mr. Hill,  
Dr. Lanzo, Mrs. Pellegrino and Ms. Witter.   
 
Conflict Resolution  
Children in the early years are faced with a number of problems in a typical day.  Learning to solve 
them is a desirable skill to teach children.  Solving problems involves critical thinking, which carries 
over into academic areas as well.   
 
What we are doing in school:  Conflict Resolution  
Our students are taught the “Win – Win Guidelines” at school.  


1. Take time for cooling off if needed.  Find alternative ways to express anger. 
2. Each person states their feelings and the problem as they see it using “I Messages”.   


No blaming, no name calling, no interrupting. 
3. Each person states the problem as the other person sees it. 
4. Each person says how they are responsible for the problem.  
5. Brainstorm solutions together and choose a solution that satisfies both – a Win/Win solution. 
6. Affirm, forgive or thank your partner.  


 
At F.N. Brown school we view problems as opportunities to learn.  Helping your child solve 
problems increases his or her independence.  Capable children solve problems effectively.  Conflict 
Resolution began as a school initiative a couple of years ago at our school. We are very proud of our 
work up to this point and we are viewed as the district pioneers with this approach.  A committee of 
staff members, representing each of the other elementary schools, is currently signed up for the 
Conflict Resolution training sponsored by the New Jersey State Bar Foundation. This is the same 
training that our school committee attended. The goal for the other elementary schools this year is to 
explore, learn and apply this initiative at each Verona elementary school respectively. This is very 
exciting!  FNB will continue to work on this initiative and implement the next phase focused on Peer 
Mediation.  
 
Our Character Education committee spearheading the Conflict Resolution and Peer Mediation 
approaches is comprised of the following staff members: Mrs. Collins, Mr. Hill, 
Dr. Lanzo, Mrs. Tully, Mr. Waibel and Ms. Witter.   
 







How home and school can continue to work together: 
You can support problem solving at home by using the steps listed above with your child.  In 
addition, you can help by giving your child space to solve his or her problems wherever possible.  
Acknowledge when you see your child effectively solving a problem and label it as such.  When you 
allow your child to solve problems, you are communicating your confidence in his or her abilities 
and competence. 
 
Literacy Night for Parents  
On a closing note, thank you to those parents that attended our first district Literacy Night (K-4).  It 
was a huge success!  Over 200 parents joined us for a very informative evening. Numerous 
elementary teaching staff members and administrators volunteered their time researching, planning 
and presenting the various components of a balanced literacy approach.  I had the pleasure of 
presenting background information focused on the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and the 
upcoming standardized assessments - The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC). 
 
It is an honor and a pleasure to serve as your child’s school principal. Enjoy the rest of fall! 
 
Sincerely, 


 
      Anthony Lanzo  
 


Anthony Lanzo 
 







F.N. Brown SCA November 2014  


 Message from SCA Co-Presidents  


 


 


Autumn is in full swing and the F.N. Brown SCA has many wonderful events underway as 
well as coming up in November and beyond.  We would like to thank all the families that 
baked for the Election Day Bake Sale on November 4rd along with Dana Wynne and the 
committee members who organized the sale.  We also extend a hearty thanks to the Half 
Day Snack committee for setting up and delivering a special snack to our students on half 
days!  We are looking forward to the new Hot Pretzel Snack this month!! 


October was bursting with successful SCA activities made possible by all the volunteers who 
continue to support our students with their efforts.  The Fall Festival began with pumpkin 
picking for the students and ended in homemade Fall treats. Thanks to all who baked and 
helped at the event.  The SCA Hot Lunch Program is underway and providing pizza, bagel, 
pasta and chicken lunches with a smile.  Many thanks to Sandy Colon and Leanne 
Costigan for organizing and doing all the shopping for the SCA Hot Lunch program.  The 
Buzz Book showcases student artwork within the directory of F.N. Brown student families.  
Thank you to Melissa Watkins and Diana Garmont for organizing the artwork contest, the 
printing and the distribution of the Buzz Book! The Busy Bee Bucks Scrip program is going 
strong by providing a variety of new gift card options this year.   The SCA sold Fun Stuff 
books and had the Wrapping Paper Sale in October which all bring in cash for F.N. Brown 
students.  Please continue to support the SCA by purchasing your Holiday Gift Cards 
through the Busy Bee Bucks program.  The Wrapping Sale has concluded and delivery will 
take place before Thanksgiving.  Thank you to all who worked hard on these committees to 
make the sales so successful.  Our 1st Used Book Sale was an overwhelming success!! Thanks 
to all who donated, volunteered and purchased books to support FNB!!! 


Please continue to support our ongoing fundraisers including: Shoparoo, Busy Bee Bucks, 
Oliver’s Labels, Box Tops, Target and Stop and Shop.  


As we transition through the seasons, the SCA begins to plan for the Thanksgiving 
Feast,  the Adult Social ,  Holiday House, and Holidays are for Sharing.  We 
look forward to the Holiday Concert as well and all of the joy that the season brings for our 
hard working students and their families. 







We would like to wish the Faculty, Staff and the families of F.N. Brown a very Happy 
Thanksgiving! 


 Antonia Castner and Alice Poueymirou ~ SCA  Co-Presidents 







 
ACTIVITIES AT F.N. BROWN SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 
KINDERGARTEN – CATHERINE ORSINI & MICHELE STARANKA 
 


What an extremely busy autumn it has been!  Kindergarten began the month of October with a 
ride on the school bus to Turtle Back Zoo. Everyone had a great experience visiting with the animals and 
sharing their adventure with their new friends.  The very next day marked F.N. Brown’s Fall Festival.  All 
the Kindergartners wandered around the school pumpkin patch choosing their favorite pumpkin and being 
very careful not to pull their stems off.  Thank you S.C.A.! 


This month in Math we have just completed work on counting, reading and writing numbers 0-5. 
In Writing Workshop, the children have been sharing personal narratives and drawing pictures of true 
stories with a beginning, middle and ending. Reading Workshop has just completed the Launching Unit. 
Both Reading and Writing are hand-in-hand in producing short stories and the skills involved in book 
making. 


Throughout the month we have discussed what respect means within our homes and school.  We 
will continue throughout the year to follow through with why rules are important and how to 
communicate with others in a respectful manner.  


The F.N. Brown community celebrated Halloween with an all-school costume parade for children 
and parents.  Class crafts and holiday parties were enjoyed throughout the day. 


We all look forward to our Thanksgiving Feast next month. Turkey and stuffing and corn bread, 
oh my! 
 
FIRST GRADE –ANNA COLLINS & ERICA MC KENNA 
  


October has been quite a busy month for our first graders.  They are now ready for the full day and 
have stopped asking, “when is it time to go home or how much longer until the day is over?”  The 
adjustment has been made by most of them.  We are trying to go outside as often as we can to get rid of 
some of their excess energy! 


They have all enjoyed their very first Writer’s Celebration as first graders.  Each class got to read 
their first published piece to the other first grade class.  Listening to others stories encourages speaking in 
front of others as well as help some write better or even try new topics.   Both classes had a wonderful 
time sharing. They enjoyed using the light speed sound amplification systems as well!   The next writing 
unit is on “Small Moments” where students will write with more detail about one given situation, feeling, 
time or memory.  This is such an interesting time in writing to watch them progress as authors.  The 
students begin to realize writing is a communication tool and is actually quite fun! Please help your child 
by reminding him or her of some of the wonderful experiences just from this past summer to jog their 
memories.  Personal narratives are always so exciting for them to write and share.  Some children have 
written these ideas down in their homework pad, which is a great idea. 


In math we have finished a unit on subtraction and are starting a unit about five and ten 
relationships.  Students need to have a firm handle on addition to be able to see the relationship to 
subtraction.  Please review these concepts by looking over your child’s daily math skill sheet. We have 
been focusing on math vocabulary in class as well as “key words” especially when it comes to word 
problems.  Some vocabulary words you may hear your child use are: join, part-part-whole, addend, 
difference, equals, and many more.  


In science, both first grade classes have finished up a unit on matter and have learned about the 
different types of matter such as: solids, liquids, and gases.  They are learning to be scientists and by 
taking on that role they had to make predictions and really think about the outcome of some of the fun 
experiments that were done.  These experiments really helped to spark their science curiosity.   







Reading as a whole group as well as individuals has kept our reading time very interesting.  The 
students love to choose their own reading materials. This acts as a motivation for some and a challenge 
for others.  Students are being encouraged to read information that interests them as well as be assigned 
specific reading materials to learn a given skill.  Reading using context clues, making predictions and 
using cause and effect have been taught to show what good readers do when reading.  


In Fundations, the children have reviewed all 26 of the letter sounds as well as have reviewed the 
short vowel sounds.  They have learned what a CVC word is and that in most cases the vowel in the 
middle makes a short vowel sound.  Your child has also learned what a digraph is.  If you do not know 
what a digraph is, please ask your child to see what they remember.  Digraphs are: th, wh, sh, ch, and ck.  
All of the students learned that ck will only ever come at the end of a word after a short vowel sound.  
They also learned that wh will only come at the beginning of a word.  There are lots of spelling “rules” 
that your child is learning to become an independent speller.  This is a process and it does take time.   


At home you can continue to help your child become an independent learner by asking him or her 
to make connections to their reading, remind them of the Golden Rules and remember to have patience.  
Thank you!  
 
SECOND GRADE –  MARIA GRAZIANO &  NANCY HISCANO  
 


We have had a fun start to fall in second grade!  Our first trip was to The Morris Museum.  The 
students enjoyed two programs: NJ Nature Walk and Prehistoric Earth.  Students had the opportunity to 
explore the museum and take part in hands on activities based on the topics they learned.  We all had fun 
being able to touch and explore genuine animal artifacts and fossils.   


In Reading Workshop we have moved from our Launching Unit into a Fiction Unit. We will be 
learning about the different genres of fiction including- realistic fiction, fantasy fiction, and traditional 
literature (folktales). We continue to work on our stamina, confidence, fluency, and comprehension. We 
have read some great stories such as Tony’s Bread, Little Red Riding Hood- A New Fangled Prairie Tale, 
and A Sick Day for Amos McGee. We have worked on our retelling skills after reading our own “just 
right” books. It is important to practice retelling while reading at home as well. 


We are having a great time in Writing Workshop as we explore writing realistic fiction stories.  
The students have come up with characters just like themselves and are writing a story based on the 
fictional writing format: characters, setting, problem, and solution.   


In Math we have just completed our review topics on addition, subtraction, strategies and word 
problems. Many students still need to practice their basic facts up to 20 for speed and accuracy. Please 
continue to review these facts at home often. We are currently working with equal groups by looking at 
repeated addition and arrays. After that, we will move on to Place Value to 100. 


We continue to learn about Energy in Science. We have just completed the chapter on Light and 
Heat and we are moving on to Sound. We will learn about how sound travels, what causes sound, and 
different types of sounds. We will be conducting experiments to explore all of these concepts. 
 
THIRD GRADE –  MEGAN PELLEGRINO,  KAREN SABATINO AND KIM SAVOLSKIS 
 


The students are having a wonderful start to the year as they become more adjusted to third grade 
routines!  


In Math, we have been working on adding and subtract within 1000 using strategies and 
algorithms based on place value, properties of operations, and the relationship between addition and 
subtraction.  Students should continue to practice their addition and subtraction math facts nightly so that 
they are mastered.  Multiplication is right around the corner! 


Reading Workshop is currently focused on the Fiction genre.  Students are developing an 
understanding of various forms, features, and purposes of fiction.  They are reading and studying different 
types of fiction pieces including fantasy, traditional, and realistic fiction.  The students’ reading of fiction 
is enhanced by an understanding of the narrative structure, story elements, and themes associated with 
each particular type of fiction writing.  Students are learning specific reading skills and strategies that will 
enable them to visualize, infer, identify the author’s message, and engage with the texts they read.  







Students should use their thinking stems when responding to reading and incorporate all of the elements 
of story in their reading responses. 


Students are finalizing their first Narrative Writing assignment which is focused on the quality of 
writing.  Incorporating their Grammar Usage and Mechanics (GUM) lessons, students are challenged with 
forming complete sentences, creating strong leads in their “seed” stories, using powerful vocabulary and 
strong verbs, demonstrating proper paragraphing, and using correct punctuation and capitalization.  
Emphasis is placed on self-editing and revising, as students review their work to create a cohesive 
narrative.  We are proud of the strides the students have already made this year in Writing Workshop. 


In Science, students are learning about how all living things are made of cells which are the basic 
structure of all living things.  They will be able to identify and compare characteristics of living and 
nonliving things and describe parts of the cell.  They will also be able to describe the life cycles of plants 
and animals at the completion of the unit.  Reading skills in this unit focus on comparing and contrasting 
as well as sequencing the changes of living things (i.e, plant and animal life cycles).  Students should 
continue to incorporate the reading skills of inference, visualizing, and questioning into this non-fiction 
subject area.   


Social Studies lessons have been focused on Map Skills as students learn about the regions of the 
United States.  Being able to identify the states within a particular region as well as being able to 
effectively use cardinal directions is critical to student understanding.  This regions unit will pave the way 
for our next unit focused on Native Americans.   


Although students have recently begun cursive handwriting, they should continue to practice 
legibility in both print and cursive across the subject areas.  Please continue to emphasize the importance 
of writing carefully and double checking work with your child when they are through with an assignment. 
As the first marking period comes to a close, we look forward to seeing everyone for Parent Teacher 
conferences.  We wish everyone a safe and healthy start to the holiday season! 
  
FOURTH GRADE – MARY ANN FORCE & LOU WAIBEL 
 


Readers of all ages are drawn to fiction and it very well be the genre that students are most likely 
to choose as they search their library or bookstore.  Fiction encompasses many different types of stories – 
fantastical, magical, historical, mythological and realistic.  Part of the magic in any unit of study is 
exposing students to possibilities within a genre.  By reading and studying different types of fiction 
students will develop an understanding of various forms, features and purposes of fiction. 


Writer’s workshop is full under way. Students are growing in their repertoire of strategies. They 
are continuing to collect entries, which inspire them to create a story. They have been studying and 
creating leads and discovering how they can be a link to the heart of the story. Students are also sharing 
and conferencing with their peers becoming “writing teachers” Celebrations of stories has become a 
highlight enabling students to share their writings with pride. 


In math, fourth graders have begun Topic 4. Students are learning how to use mental math to add 
or subtract, estimate sums and differences of whole numbers and subtracting across zeros. Students are 
also practicing how to solve multistep word problems posed with whole numbers using the four, including 
problems in which remainders must be interpreted. 


Students are continuing to examine NJ’s four regions and their specific characteristics.  Their 
upcoming class trip to the Sterling Mineral Museum will have them travel through three of the four land 
regions of New Jersey.  They have also began to find points on a map using latitude and longitude 
coordinates as well as practice other map reading skills. 


In science students are concluding our study of understanding ecosystems. We discovered that 
ecosystems are complicated systems with many interactions among living and nonliving things. We also 
learned that human and natural forces can interact with ecosystems to cause changes. We are now in the 
midst of learning how energy transfers into ecosystems, the roles of living things and how they get their 
energy. 


Our Peace Pal program is in full gear. Fourth graders are leading our kindergarten and second 
graders in activities devoted to learning how to get along better with classmates as well as learning to talk 
about their thoughts and feelings in a group.  Students are also learning how to solve problems and make 
healthy choices. 







 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION – ROB HILL 
 


This is shaping up to be a very exciting year in the physical education world here at F.N. Brown.  
The 3rd and 4th graders have already completed their soccer unit and have finished their pre-tests for the 
USMC fitness tests.  I am excited to watch our students set their own fitness goals and have them learn 
that through hard work they can achieve these goals.  The Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd graders are working 
on various locomotor skills, pathways and levels and have been utilizing these skills during various games 
and activities. 
 More importantly all of the children have been working very hard on their sportsmanship and 
teamwork skills.  The difference from the first week of school until now is amazing.  I am so proud of 
how they are learning to work together as part of a team.  I can only hope that this is rubbing off on all 
aspects of their lives.  I am excited to see the ongoing development of these skills this year. 
 Just a friendly reminder for all parents, please make sure that your children have sneakers on days 
that they have physical education.  There is nothing worse then having to tell a child that they can’t 
participate because they don’t have safe footwear on.  The days that students need sneakers are posted on 
my website.  Thanks. 
P.S.- If you have any questions or need to contact me, my e-mail address is rhill@veronaschools.org.  
 
TECHNOLOGY – JENNIFER HOGAN 
 


We have had a great start to the school year! The new Kindergartners were very excited to begin 
Technology Class.  They have learned the lab rules and can identify the parts of the computer.  Students 
have begun mastering their mouse skills while completing activities that help reinforce the letter, number, 
and pattern concepts they are learning in class.  The first grade classes have graduated and now “log in” to 
their own screens.  They have studied the parts of the computer, created name collages and completed 
virtual science lab activities about the states of matter.  


In second grade, students practiced keyboarding and editing while typing and decorating October 
poems.  Students enjoyed our lesson on energy and the virtual experiments that we completed.  The 
second grade also learned about communities and used Google Maps to explore Verona. 


Third graders learned about patriotic symbols of America and came to Technology class and 
completed a Patriotic Symbols Web Quest.  Third grade also learned how to type and edit poems in the 
proper format using Microsoft Word. Students learned how to create Boards on the Discovery Education 
website. The fourth grade classes have been practicing their keyboarding by typing poems and completing 
typing activities.  Fourth grade also learned to complete story maps with story elements using Inspiration 
software.  There is so much more ahead for Technology, it is going to be a great year! 
 
ART – JONI JASTERZBSKI 
 


Art Room News:  We have been busy bees in art class.  All classes created fall textured landscapes 
and fun Halloween projects in October. We also designed artwork for the Original Artworks school- wide 
fundraiser. We are beginning color theory projects in all grades k-4 and we will be making our annual 
collage turkeys for Thanksgiving in the lower grades. In December we will design and sculpt holiday 
decorations for the students to give as gifts to all of their families. It’s all about caring, sharing and 
learning at F.N Brown. Enjoy your family during these special months and always. Keep on creating!  
 
SPEECH – GILLIAN ALDWORTH 
 


Great speech and language skills are developing at F.N.Brown!  Students are having fun working 
on their articulation while building stronger social skills and peer interaction through game play. Great 
times to practice articulation at home are during nightly reading and at the dinner table.  Playing games 
like ‘Go Fish’ with picture cards with the target sound are easy to make and fun to play.  Students enjoy 
playing ‘I-Spy’ and searching for items that have their sound in it. This game can be played while food 
shopping, taking a walk or playing around the house.  Siblings and parents are great speech models for 







students!  Students requiring development in pragmatic language continue to work on "social thinking" 
skills, which will help them be better communication partners.  Students are learning to ask questions and 
make appropriate comments in order to improve the quality of their peer interactions.  We are off to a 
great start and I am looking forward to a fun and successful year in speech! Happy Autumn!     
 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC – MAX MORDEN 
 


Our 4th grade band students have been hard at work learning how to hold their instruments, shape 
their mouths (embouchure), where to place their hands and fingers, and how to use their air. For all wind 
instruments, the students should not be puffing cheeks. If you see this, just give them a gentle reminder. 
Along with all that they must learn to read the letters (pitch) and the counts (rhythm). This is a very 
daunting task and the real key to success is following through at home. A short but daily practice routine 
is the most beneficial way for students to get better both more thoroughly and efficiently. Students are 
only asked to practice for 10 - 15 minutes a day, but it is the every day part that is crucial. A longer period 
of time on a couple of days is not only less helpful, it can actually be detrimental since beginning students 
don’t have enough stamina to sustain a long practice session. 


For our first concert, all students are working on these songs: Hot Cross Buns, Au Claire de la 
Lune, Mary Had a Little Lamb, Lightly Row, Good King Wenceslas, & Jingle Bells. Hopefully you are 
hearing (and recognizing) them often. We will also be having various solo and duet performances. As 
always the students are very excited and we look forward to our first performance. Dress is black pants or 
skirt, with a white shirt or blouse. Boys wear a tie of any style and design. Any shoes are acceptable. 
 
SPANISH – LUISA WITTER 
 


Hola de la clase de español! These past two months (septiembre  y octubre), students have been 
learning a lot in Spanish and have transitioned nicely back into español for the year. First grade students 
all got a Spanish name this year that they will be using in Spanish class. First graders have been learning 
basic greetings in Spanish including being able to answer How are you in Spanish, What is your name, 
say Hello, Goodbye, etc. For Hispanic Heritage Month, students got to see different instruments from 
Spanish speaking countries and had the opportunity to play the instruments to Spanish merengue and salsa 
music. Students will be comparing and contrasting the holiday Halloween (Dia de las brujas) to Day of 
the Dead  (Dia de los muertos) that is celebrated in México. The first graders are off to a wonderful start 
with their first year of Spanish! 
 Second grade students are practicing greetings but are building to their knowledge by having mini 
conversations with each other in Spanish using basic greetings such as Hello, What is your name, How 
are you, See you later, Goodbye, Good morning, etc. Whereas in first grade, students were expected to 
just be able to answer the questions in Spanish, second grade students are practicing to ask the questions 
as well to apply it to have a mini basic conversation with someone in Spanish. Students are beginning a 
unit of numbers. Second grade students will be learning numbers up to twenty through song, various class 
activities, games, and both verbal and written practice. 
 Third grade and fourth grade students started off the year by brainstorming ways of why Spanish 
is so important to know in today’s society and how knowing Spanish could help them as an adult when 
they have their own jobs. They came up with some great answers!  Students have been expanding their 
knowledge of greetings and have learned additional ways to greet someone and the differences between 
greeting someone who is around their age as opposed to greeting an adult. Students presented group 
dialogues in class and did a great job with them. It was a wonderful opportunity to get students to practice 
speaking en español! Third grade students are currently working on their Hispanic Heritage projects using 
boards on discovery education. It is a great way of incorporating technology into español. Based on 
information researched at home, students are presenting it using some basic Spanish sentences! It was a 
great project for them to realize that so many of their favorite artists, baseball players, singers, actors, 
football players, soccer players, are Spanish or who have a background of Spanish! In addition, it is a 
great opportunity to practice typing as well! Fourth grade students are working on a Hispanic Heritage 
Month scavenger hunt for them to realize how important the Spanish language is to our society. Some 
missions consisted of going to a Spanish restaurant and ordering Spanish food, interviewing someone who 
is Spanish, finding a river, state, or city that comes from a Spanish word in the United States, locating 







signs locally that are in Spanish among many other missions! Fourth grade students also practiced the 
date, weather, and counting the number of days in school up to 100. Felicidades to the fourth grade 
students for doing a terrific job saying part of the announcements en español! 
 
READING INTERVENTION – KELLY FLYNN 
 


I’m excited to say that Reading Intervention started this month at FN Brown!  Reading 
Intervention groups will meet on Thursdays for half hour sessions.  The goal of the program is to help 
students strengthen their reading skills and gain confidence in their reading abilities.  Groups from grades 
1-4 are working on phonemic awareness, fluency and/or comprehension strategies.  The students have 
been using magnet boards to reinforce Fundations skills.  The program is off to a great start and children 
are eager to learn!! 
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SCA President’s Message 
Welcome to the first issue of the HBW SCA Newsletter for the 2014-2015 school year. 


We had our first SCA meeting on September 17th.   Thank you to all who came to the 
meeting, please continue to attend the rest of our meetings.  


The SCA board has been very busy planning many activities for our students. We have 
had the 5th and 6th grade socials. Thank you to all the chaperones and all who donated 
snacks for the students.  Students have been preparing their spooky drawings for our 
Halloween Window Painting on October 25th.  We had many beautiful Class Baskets at 
Back-to-School Night – thank you to the committee that worked so hard putting these 
together and congratulations to all of our winners. The Beautification Committee was 
hard at work all summer long keeping the grounds at HBW lush and beautiful. Thank 
you to all of our families with “green thumbs” that helped out. This committee is still 
working into the fall with new plantings and mulch. Our fall fundraisers are doing very 
well – Kidstuff Coupon Books, subscriptions to the Verona-Cedar Grove Times and 
HBW Sportswear.  


Thank you to all that participated.   


We want to thank all of the SCA volunteers that have worked so hard to bring these 
activities to fruition. To learn more about SCA activities or how you can get involved, 
join us at our SCA meetings. Our next meeting is November 11th at 7:30 pm in the 
Media Center.  


In the meantime, should you have any suggestions, ideas or thoughts that you would 
like to share, please contact us – Pam Priscoe – priscoe@verizon.net or Kelli Strlekar – 
kdstr@aol.com.    


We would like to thank our HBW SCA Newsletter Editor Kathy Emanuilidis. She has 
made our newsletters fun and interesting!!!    


A special thank you to Barbara Yeates for all her time and dedication over the years to 
the HBW SCA!  


We wish all of the HBW families and staff a Healthy, Happy and Joyous Holiday Season!  


Pam and Kelli 


SCA Newsletter     SCA Co-Presidents: Pam Priscoe and Kelli Strlekar    Fall 2014 


Did you know? 


The Verona SCA stands for— 


Verona School Community Association, a partnership of home and school that 


enriches your child’s educational experience. 


UPCOMING 2014/15  


SCA Meetings 


 November 11, 2014 


 January 14, 2015 


 March 11, 2015 


 May 13, 2015 


Note: All meetings are held in the HBW 


Library/Media Center @ 7:30pm. 


All parents welcome! 


Issue No. 1  


 SCA Welcome 


 Principal’s 
Message 


 Around the 
“Horne…” 
Classes & Clubs  


 Sports Beat 


 SCA Pet Causes 


 Key Dates 



mailto:priscoe@verizon.net
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Dear H.B.W. Family: 


As the end of October is upon us and 
Halloween is tomorrow, I want to em-
phasize what a great school opening 
we had.  Our fall is always jam-packed 
with ways for students to get involved 
at school from socials, to clubs, to wearing pajamas 
on pajama day, to window painting, and by having fun 
in costume at H.B.W.  Encourage your child to stay 
involved.  It is only when that happens that we main-
tain a great school culture of hard work and fun be-
cause school is tough enough without making room 
for fun! 


This fall, we had excellent assemblies for students on 
the subject of internet safety.  Students, teachers, and 
the parents who attended learned a lot!  I for one did-
n’t realize how unsafe and un-private our online lives 
are even if we think we have checked all of the right 
settings!  Sergeant Rich also stressed the importance 
of not putting anything online that students wouldn’t 
want there forever because mistakes are almost im-
possible to delete online.  If you ever have any ques-
tions about online safety, you can email Mr. Kish, our 
technology teacher.  He has given parent workshops 
on this topic in the past.  The staff and I will continue 
to look for and bring quality speakers to H.B.W.  If you 
have suggestions for speakers, we would love to hear 
from you.   


Parent-Teacher Conferences will take place in mid-
November. I encourage you to come and meet with 
your child’s teachers so you can continue to solidify 
your partnership with them.  It’s important that great 
partnerships are formed because when that happens, 
we see excellent results from our kids. 


Warm wishes, 


Mrs. McNeal 


Mrs. McNeal 


 


From the Principal’s Desk…                   Ms. Yvette McNeal 


 


 


 


 


1. Three dinner guests, past or pre-
sent? 
Shakespeare — it would need to be 
dinner and a few movies.  Would 
love to show him how his plays have 
been translated for the modern era 
with modern technology. 


My Grandmother — I’d love to have 
her pot roast one more time and to 
introduce her to my husband who 
she never got a chance to meet. 


The HBW principal 50 years from 
now — It would be interesting to see 
how the job and the school has 
changed over time. 


2. Your first thought when you 
woke up this morning? 
My first thought was that I had to 
reach out to the assembly presenter 
for Wednesday to see what technolo-
gy we needed to set up for his 
presentation. 


3. Your favorite word? Least favor-
ite? 
“Yes” and least favorite, “reform“ 


4. Last book you read? 
“Americanah” by Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie 


5. Your perfect pizza? 
Fresh tomatoes, fresh mozzarella, 
and fresh basil 
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Class & Club News                By: Marisa Albano and MaryAnne Halbert 


What’s Happening at HBW? 


Welcome back to the 2014-2015 school year at H.B. Whitehorne Middle School. School is 
off to a great start and students and teachers are already busy filling the hallways with 
student projects, assignments, and artwork. Please remember to check out our hall dis-
plays whenever you are here visiting the school. 


September and October were a busy time for our students as they began a new school 
year. Many summer reading projects were well on their way and are displayed throughout 
the classrooms and hallways. 


 
The fifth grade is busy getting adjusted to being new at HBW. 


Much time has been spent on helping the students with the various 


things that are different from elementary school. Lockers, sched-


ules, periods, changing for gym, eating at 10:15 am, and having 


multiple teachers in a day are just to name a few. As a part of 


the summer reading assignment, students all created a book ad on the book they read. The 


students’ book ads are on display outside their classrooms making the hallway bright and 


cheery.  


In social studies, mapping skills are the main topic of study. It is always important to be 


able to find your way especially in a new school this size.  


In science classes, students are studying the weather and learning all about various related 


topics. All students will be working on Cloud Projects. This project is designed to allow the 


students to demonstrate their understanding of clouds and weather.   


For a culminating activity in map skills, students in Mrs. Clifford’s and Mrs. Moy’s social 


studies classes are becoming cartographers. They are designing their own parks, zoos, re-


sorts, shopping malls etc. Each design will come with a map and map keys to guide any visi-


tors through their parks. This is a fun way to solidify their directional skills, map key 


reading, and grid square reading skills. 
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Class & Club News                By: Marisa Albano and MaryAnne Halbert 


In the sixth grade, students enjoyed writing Book Reviews as the 


culminating project for their summer reading. Students created 


book reviews and summaries, and then presented their book talks 


in class.  


The sixth grade has currently been conducting science inquiries 


and studying how scientists ask and answer questions about the 


natural world.  Students have asking and answering questions such 


as, "Does an ice cube melt faster if it is broken in pieces?", "Will the growth of plants be affected 


if we double the fertilizer in the soil?", "How can we uncover what is inside a given space if we 


cannot get into that space?", and "What happens when you mix water, oil, and food color-


ing?"  Sixth grade students saw the importance of using the scientific method to answer these 


questions.  They often concluded that multiple trials must be done in order for scientists to come 


to an accurate conclusion.  The sixth graders are looking forward to using the scientific method 


throughout the year to help answer questions they have about the natural world. 


The 6th grade math students began the year exploring the famous Handshake Problem leading in-


to our study of patterns, expressions, properties, and algebra.  This is a complex problem with 


multiple methods for arriving at the solution.  Ask the sixth graders to teach you how to solve the 


problem for any number of people.  Some of our math students created original patterns to be 


compiled in class pattern books.  Students eagerly anticipate being able to figure out each other's 


patterns! 


 


The 6th grade social studies students began learning about how the United States was formed 


and the symbols that represent our great nation, such as our national seal which is our country's 


coat of arms.  In response, students each created an individual Coat of Arms and presented it to 


the class along with why it is representative of them.  Pleas, come check out their beautiful work 


on display in the hallway leading to the annex!  Students also created Our Classroom Constitution 


as a guide for the expectations they have of themselves and of each other, as they explore how 


the United States Constitution came to be.  
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Media Center  


New fifth graders participated in a fun lesson to learn how the media center is organized. Mrs. Kleinknecht 


showed students a video she made in order to give students a virtual tour. She paused the video at intervals 


to check for students' understanding of key concepts. By the end of the lesson, students realized that the 


signs in the library are like signs on the road directing them where to go. Students checked out books, and 


Mrs. Kleinknecht can't wait for them to return! 


 


Class & Club News                By: Marisa Albano and MaryAnne Halbert 


Last spring after studying the solar system, students designed science experiments 


that could fit inside of ping pong balls.  These "PongSats" were sent up into space on 


September 28th.  Students are anxiously anticipating the return of their PongSats, 


 especially since the first chapter that they are studying in seventh grade science is 


the atmosphere!  The PongSats traveled to a height of about 100,000 feet where there 


is less gravity, less air, less pressure and cold temperatures, so these conditions should have some very interesting ef-


fects on the experiments inside of the ping pong balls!  The Verona-Cedar Grove Times did an article on this awesome 


experiment!  It can be viewed at: http://www.northjersey.com/news/education/verona-students-participate-in-out-of-


this-world-experiment-1.1097049 


 


As a chapter project, Ms. Heckel's seventh grade science students are studying a real-life application of their chapter 


on the Earth's Atmosphere.  They are investigating how climate changes as one climbs up Mount Kilimanjaro, in addition 


to the causes and effects of altitude sickness.  Hunter Tramel's mom, Joelle, came in and shared with the class her ex-


perience climbing Kilimanjaro to help the kids learn more for their research. 


Ms. Heckel was one of twenty-five teachers from the Mid-Atlantic States who were chosen to be a 


part of a National Science Foundation Grant.  She went to a week of training this summer and during 


the school year, her classes will be working with scientists, who are experts in their field, who will be 


stationed in Antarctica studying how global warming is affecting Antarctic ecosystems and, in particu-


lar, the impact on the Adelie penguin.  Throughout the year, students will participate in lessons about 


the science that the scientists are doing.  Additionally, they will be following a blog (being written by a 


professional writer with pictures by a professional science photographer), and the kids will get to par-


ticipate in a video conference with the scientists from Antarctica in January.  The project will culmi-


nate with students working on research projects which they will present at a Research Symposium at 


the Liberty Science Center in April. 



https://owa.veronaschools.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=297f05ddf4fe44a4b4d747538ecb04ca&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.northjersey.com%2fnews%2feducation%2fverona-students-participate-in-out-of-this-world-experiment-1.1097049

https://owa.veronaschools.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=297f05ddf4fe44a4b4d747538ecb04ca&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.northjersey.com%2fnews%2feducation%2fverona-students-participate-in-out-of-this-world-experiment-1.1097049
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Class & Club News                By: Marisa Albano and MaryAnne Halbert 


In the Music department, the Gold Band is preparing for our winter concert in December. 


They will be playing several seasonal selections and other well-known band pieces for the en-


joyment of parents, students, and the Verona community. Also the Annual Cheesecake Fund-


raiser is well on its way and all band and chorus members are busy fundraising for the music 


department. Do not forget to purchase your cheesecakes! 


Brooke Cooney sang the national anthem and Catherine Welch sang "God Bless America" for 


the 9/11 ceremony.  What an amazing tribute to mark the remembrance of that day. 


 


Student Council Elections for the 2014-2015 school year took place over the past two months of school. Stu-


dents interested in being potential candidates met with club advisors Mrs. Albano, Ms. Kunkel, and 


Mrs. Pietruchia.  


During the kick off meeting students were given guidelines and criteria to follow in order to run for Class 


President or Student Council Executive Board. Students had speeches to write, posters and stickers to create 


and hang, and finally campaigning to do.  


On Thursday October 23rd all potential candidates came in front of the entire HBW student body, staff, and 


parents to give their speech. What a very exciting time, but nervous time as well. The student body then vot-


ed electronically in the Media Center in their Social Studies classes.   


Congratulations to the following 2014-2015 Student Council Members! 
                       We are looking forward to a wonderful year.         


President: Reilly Hughes 


Vice President: Alyssa Deo 


Recorder: Maeve McGinley 


Treasurer:  Jack Duggan 


5th Grade Class President: Matteo DeVito     


6th Grade Class Presidents: Jackson Seawright & Renee Schuldiner 


7th Grade Class President: Christian Dionisio 


8th Grade Class President: Kate Ashley 
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Soccer Club 
All 5-8th grade students are invited to join the soccer club.  We meet on Tuesdays from 3-


3:45 in the gym or outside, depending on the weather, from October through Decem-


ber.  Interested students should see Ms. Heckel for a permission slip. 


 


Class & Club News                By: Marisa Albano and MaryAnne Halbert 


The Dream Team sponsored Christina's Walk for JDRF during the week of October 13th-


18th.All students walked during gym class on October 18th.   Last year, we raised around 


$500.00 and would like to raise the same or more this year. We would like to raise awareness 


as to the concerns and issues involved with JDRF and show school support for of our very 


own HBW students.  


Box Tops for Education was a great success last year.  The Dream Team raised approxi-


mately $1500.00 to be spent on something for our school.  We would like to thank all who 


participated with this program.  Again, remember to collect Box Tops throughout the year 


and bring them to your homeroom teacher.   


Red Ribbon was celebrated the week of October 20-24th.  Daily themes were posted with re-


gards to supporting a drug and alcohol free environment.  Daily participants will be included in 


a homeroom prize drawing, happening on October 24th.  Participation is greatly encouraged. 


 


 


Students have been reading books and Yearbooks are on sale online now for $55 or in school 


for $60.  Yearbooks can be purchased online at www.yearbookforever.com.  Prices will in-


crease on November 22.  Parent ads are also on sale now.  They will be on sale through No-


vember 21 and can also be purchased at www.yearbookforever.com. 



https://owa.veronaschools.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=297f05ddf4fe44a4b4d747538ecb04ca&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.yearbookforever.com

https://owa.veronaschools.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=297f05ddf4fe44a4b4d747538ecb04ca&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.yearbookforever.com
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Class & Club News                By: Marisa Albano and MaryAnne Halbert 


VAA CLUB 


All 5th – 8th grade students are invited to join the VAA Club (Verona Athletic Associa-


tion) with Mrs. Albano and Mrs. Useche. We meet on Wednesdays from 3-3:45 in the 


gym or outside, depending on the weather, from September through June. This club is 


a good opportunity for students to make new friends and explore fun athletic activi-


ties. Interested students should see Mrs. Albano or Mrs. Useche for a permission slip. 


Come and join the fun every Wednesday in the gym!!!! 


1. Student portraits were passed out in homeroom in early November.  If you have any 


problems with your photos (i.e. wrong package, did not receive your package, etc.) please 


contact Picture Perfect Photography at 973.751.4800 – do not contact Ms. Heckel or Ms. 


Rusignuolo – they are unable to assist you with these issues.  You can also call Picture 


Perfect if your child forgot to hand-in their order envelope.  You can order photos over 


the phone with a credit card. 


2. Photo retakes are on Wednesday, November 12.  Students will be called down by grade 


starting at 1pm. If students wish to have their photos retaken, they should come down to 


the auditorium when their grade is called.  Individual students will not be called down. 


3. Students will only receive complimentary ID cards with their first set of photos.  None 


will be issued with retakes.  Lost/misplaced/stolen ID cards will not be replaced. 


4. Retake Costs:  


 ~ $5 – If you just don’t like your pictures and want them retaken. 


 YOU MUST BRING  YOUR ORIGINAL PHOTOS WITH YOU! 


 ~ Free – If there is something wrong with your original photos (i.e. eyes closed, etc.) 


 Again, YOU MUST BRING YOUR ORIGINAL PHOTOS WITH YOU! 


5. If you did not have your portrait taken on the original photo days, you may have your pic-


ture taken on November 12 as well.  Extra order forms/envelopes to order portraits are 


available from Ms. Rusignuolo. 


HBW Portrait Retake Information 
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FOOTBALL By Dave Gautieri 


On the Field with the 
Verona Eagles 
 
As the end of the 
regular season 
approaches for 
the Verona Ea-
gles football 
teams, there is a 
lot to be excited 
about.  The A 
Team which is 
made up of 7th & 
8th graders has a 
6-1 record and is 
in first place.  
 
The boys have been working hard since mid-August 
with the goal of winning the Super Bowl.  They will 
be one of the favorites in November when the 
playoffs begin.  The AJV team got off to a great 
start on the field and has the coaches excited 
about the prospects for next year.    
  
The B Team is tied for first place with a record of 5-
1-1.  Like the A Team, they will enter the playoffs 
as one of the teams with a chance of winning it all. 
The B Team is made up of 5th & 6th grade players 
and what is most impressive is the number of boys 
playing in these two classes.  In fact the B Team has 
so many boys that in addition to the varsity there 
are two JV teams, Maroon and White.  The benefit 
of having two teams is that all boys get plenty of 
playing time. 
  
The 2014 season is already a success on all levels as 
the boys have learned discipline, conditioning, and 
hard-work. Good luck the rest of the season! 


Sports Beat...                  


WRESTLING By Sam Zamloot 


 


 
 


The Verona Junior Wrestling program is 


now accepting registration forms for the 


upcoming season. We had some regis-


tration sessions in the past few weeks 


but it's not too late to sign up your child. 


The program is open to 2nd thru 8th 


graders who live in Verona and the prac-


tices are split between the younger and 


older kids.  


Practices start at the end of November 


and the season goes to the end of Febru-


ary. We've built the program into one of 


the top teams in Essex County and we 


need new wrestlers to continue the tradi-


tion.  


For more information or a registration 


form, please contact Sam Zamloot at 


 samzamloot@verizon.net or 973-239-


0835.  


Fall practice at Centennial. 


Photo by Dave Gautieri. 



mailto:samzamloot@verizon.net

tel:973-239-0835

tel:973-239-0835
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SOCCER By John Hogan 


Verona United Kicks It Up! 
 


This past summer the world event which happens 
every four years was on stage in Brazil, the FIFA 
Soccer World Cup, and Verona United’s Soccer 


teams were watching and were excited! 


The excitement of the World Cup led to the Summer 
being filled with nightly practices, getting geared up 
for the fall season from 14 teams made up of HBW 
students.  The teams which consist of 5th through 
8th graders in various age groups (U11Gx2 , U12G, 
U13G, U14Gx2 & U11Bx3, U12Bx2, U13Bx2, U14B) 
kicked off the season in early September.  Below are 


some highlights from some of the teams so far: 


 U11 Girls Red Devils– Won the Essex Fall Tune Up Tournament to start the season against 


teams from our area and have scored the most goals in their division. 


 U11 Boys Wolverines – Starting the season 3-1-1 after going up a division from last year. 


 U11 Boys Red Devils sporting ten HBW 5th and 6th graders on its roster, began the fall 
season in top form by taking 1st place in their season-opening Essex Fall Tune Up Tourna-
ment.  They're currently 2-1-2, with 5 games remaining in Northern Counties SA league 


play. 


 U12 Girls Witches – are building on momentum with the addition of several new players, 
they take their talents on the road staging as the “Verona Witches” at a Halloween Tourna-


ment. 


 U12 Boys – Venom – are having a successful season after moving up a flight in the com-


petitive Northern Counties League. 


 U13 Boys –Cobras – Have won two tournaments, Essex Fall Tune Up Tournament and the 
Monroe-Woodbury Columbus Day Tournament.  The boys are presently playing in the A 


Flight, the highest division in the league, comprised of teams throughout Northern Jersey. 


 U14 Girls - which includes 13 HBW 8th graders, are playing in the highest division of the 
Northern Counties League this season.  Midway through the season the girls have been 
very competitive in the majority of their games, and are looking forward to a strong finish 


to the season.       


The girls and boys will finish up their season in the middle of November and look forward to 
getting back on the pitch come March/April for spring season. If there is any interest in coming 


out in the Spring or next Fall please contact the VUSC at Veronaunitedsc@gmail.com. 


Sports Beat...                  



mailto:Veronaunitedsc@gmail.com
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Sports Beat...         


VERONA 
RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT  


Middle School 
Program Update! 


  By Marissa Landolfi  


 


The Verona Recreation Department will be offering 
Basketball for middle school students for the Fall/
Winter 2014-15 season.  These programs include; 
A Recreation In-Town Basketball League and a 
Suburban Travel League. Registration for these 
programs is now in progress.  


For the Recreation In-Town League; you must reg-
ister online or in-person by November 1


st
 or you 


will be put on a wait list. There is a workout held 
on November 1


st
 at designated times for each 


grade group. There will be a late fee of $10 on all 
of the middle school basketball programs after No-
vember 2


nd
.  For more information, please visit our 


website, www.veronanj.org/recreation. 


 
For the Suburban Travel Basketball League, try-
outs were held on Oct. 23, 24 and 25 at designat-
ed times for each grade.  Teams have already 
been decided but for more information, please visit 
our website,  www.veronanj.org/recreation. 


 
Stay in the know! Be the first to be notified about 
upcoming registrations, such as our Winter pro-
grams for Middle School Students (Music Theater, 
Team Adventure, Artist Studio and MORE!) For 
more information on our Recreation programs and 
to join our mailing list, please visit our website, 
www.veronanj.org/recreation.   
 


Also, NEW at the Verona Recreation Department, 
we are now on Facebook!  


Visit www.facebook.com/veronarecreation. You 
can have immediate access to the latest program 
information, cancellations, town news, registra-
tions and MORE! 


 


 
 
By Manny Triggiano 


 
The fall baseball and softball seasons are wind-


ing down, and many of our Verona teams have 


been competing hard in hopes of winning a 


championship, but also to have fun and improve 


their skills for the upcoming 2015 season.   


 


The 12U baseball team, which was made up of 


6th and 7th graders, finished their fall season at 7


-4, losing in the finals to West Orange.   Despite 


the final game loss, the team played hard and 


made great improvements throughout the sea-


son, taking a 4-game winning streak into the 


game.  In the semi-finals the team had a thrill-


ing final at-bat, two out come from behind walk-


off win after being down by 3 runs.   


 


In Softball, the 12U team just finished its fall 


season with a record of 13-3-2, playing in two 


fall tournaments (with a record of 4-0-2) against 


club and town teams.  The team enjoyed fantas-


tic pitching and fielding success, batted a collec-


tive .427 and scored 173 runs over those 18 


games making for a highly anticipated, promis-


ing Spring season.  The 14U team came into the 


fall season after winning their summer league 


championship.  Their strong bats continued and 


lead them to an undefeated season.  They too 


look forward to continuing their success in the 


spring. 


 


We hope our winter is much milder than last 


year, this way we can look forward to an earlier 


start to spring and getting back on the diamond.  


Spring travel tryouts will take place on Novem-


ber 14-15 (Softball) and November 22-23 


(Baseball).  Registration for in-town program will 


begin on November 21 for both online and in 


person (also on 11/22).  We encourage every-


one to sign up and  


enjoy what America's past time has to offer. 


 


More information and updates will be available 


on our website, 


www.veronabaseballsoftball.com.   



http://www.veronanj.org/recreation

http://www.veronanj.org/recreation

http://www.veronanj.org/recreation

http://www.facebook.com/veronarecreation

http://www.veronabaseballsoftball.com
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SCA Pet Causes 


Sr. Pet Reporter  
Roger Emanuilidis  


It doesn’t get much easier! 
Two great ways to buy the things you 
need and support your kids and the 


Verona Schools! 


 


TARGET RedCard 


REGISTER YOUR TARGET RedCard and earn 


1% back for your school, and 5% off for you! 


Just visit: www.Target.com/tcoe 


Click on the Verona school of your choice 


Once that is done, so are you!  Your donations 


keep coming without any more effort on your part!  


How great is that? 


 


Last year, only 124 of our approximately 2000 


families raised over $2000.  Just think what we 


could do if everyone got involved. 


 


Tell friends and family too. 


SHOPAROO 


SHOP – SNAP – EARN 


Yep, it’s that simple! 


Shoparoo turns pictures of your everyday shopping 


receipts into cash donations and sweepstakes entries for 


your school with this free app.  


 
Get started today: 


1. Download the free Shoparoo app 


2. Select your school from the list and start taking pic-


tures of your receipts - shop anywhere, buy anything! 


 


There’s no limit to how much money we can raise with 


Shoparoo - the more supporters, the more we will raise 


for our schools. Check out shoparoo.com to learn more. 



http://www.Target.com/tcoe

http://www.shoparoo.com/
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2014/15 Key Upcoming Dates…* 


Contact Us: 
Have an HBW-related story, announcement or just some fun pictures you would like to submit for consideration?  Email to Kathy Emanuilidis at hbwnewsletter@gmail.com.   


Note: The H.B. Whitehorne SCA Newsletter is a three-time a year e-publication with Fall, Winter, Spring/Summer frequency and intended exclusively for the 
H.B. Whitehorne family. 


November 2014 


3rd Mon 
Music Fundraiser Cheesecake Deliv-


ery for Grades 5 & 8 


4th Tue 


Election Day 


1/2 Day SCA Snacks (Everything 


$1.00) 


12:30 Dismissal 


5th Wed 
Music Fundraiser Cheesecake 


Delivery for Grades 6 & 7 


6th & 


7th 
Thu-Fri School Closed—NJEA Convention 


11th Tue SCA Meeting @ 7:30 in Library 


12th Wed 


Marking Period Ends 


Picture Retake Day 


 


14th Fri 7th Grade French Trip 


17th Mon Report Cards Posted 


18th Tue 
12:30 Dismissal 


Daytime Parent/Teacher Conf. 


19th Wed 
12:30 Dismissal 


Evening Parent/Teacher Conf. 


20th Thu 
12:30 Dismissal 


Daytime Parent/Teacher Conf. 


21st Fri 7th Grade Social in Gym 


26th Wed 


12:30 Dismissal 


Club Pic Day 


Turkey Trot @ 12:30 


 


27th & 


28th 
Thu-Fri Happy Thanksgiving! School Closed 


*Dates subject to change. 


December 2014 


4th & 


5th 
Thu-Fri In School Holiday Concert 


10th Wed Holiday Concert @ VHS, 7pm 


23rd Tue 12:30 Dismissal 


24th-


31st 
Wed-Wed Holiday Break—School Closed 


January 2015 


1st & 


2nd 
Thu-Fri Holiday Break—School Closed 


5th Mon School Reopens 


9th Fri 5th Grade Social in Gym 


14th Wed SCA Meeting @ 7:30 in Library 


19th Mon MLK Day—School Closed 


30th Fri 
Marking Period Ends 


6th Grade Social in Gym 








INSTANT DECISION 


DAY 
The VHS School Counseling Department 


will be hosting Instant Decision Day on  


Tuesday, December 9, 2014 


 


Students will be able to meet with admissions 


representatives during the school day and find 


out if they have been accepted right on the spot!! 


 


More details and a list of schools participating 


will be forthcoming. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 


 
Dear Parents/Guardians:  
 


I want to thank everyone for celebrating Halloween at Laning with us!  What an 


amazing crowd!  The children were thrilled to take “center stage” as they sang their 


Halloween songs!  Mr. Peri, our music teacher, did an outstanding job of preparing 


the children for their BIG debut!! 


 


I also want to thank all of the parents that attended our district wide “Family Literacy 


Night!”  The night was a huge success!  Many parents shared that they enjoyed 


learning so much and they loved the energy and excitement around literacy that is 


happening throughout the district.  A special thank you to our Laning teachers that 


presented: Anne Marie Ruggerio, Pamela Banta, Jennifer Kirby, Jamie Ricci, Sage 


Nardi, Lesley Carter, and Kelly Flynn!  They did an outstanding job of sharing the 


work they do with our children with the parents! 


 


DATES TO REMEMBER: 


•  Ice Cream Cake Sale – Nov. 4-21 


•  School is CLOSED – Nov. 6 & 7 


•  Laning Kids Help the Hungry Food Drive – Nov. 10-13 


•  Veterans Day Assembly – Nov. 11 at 9:15 a.m. 


•  Report Cards are posted on Nov. 17 on the Parent Portal at 3:00 p.m. 


•  Parent/Teacher Conferences – Nov. 18, 19 & 20 – Half Day Dismissals 


•  Picture Retake Day – Nov. 20 


•  School Spirit Day – Nov. 26 


•  Thanksgiving Feast – Nov. 26 


 


All the best, 


Julie DiGiacomo 


Principal 







A Message from the Laning Avenue SCA President 
 


Dear Laning Families: 


 


What a great Halloween parade and sing along! It was so much fun seeing all the kids dressed in 


their costumes and performing at the sing along. And thank you to Mr. Peri and all the teachers for 


all their hard work.  It was a wonderful day! 


 


There are so many exciting things happening at Laning, and I would to thank the following parents 


for their contributions. Thank you … 


 Jill Capporimo and Sarah Latson for coordinating a successful Laning Kids Help the 


Hungry Food Drive/Verona Fights Hunger Week! The Laning community came together to 


help such a wonderful cause. Great job Laning!!! 


 Kim Fio Rito and the Family Fun Committee for Bingo Night! It was a fantastic night!! 


 Lynn Serra for coordinating our Brick Paver fundraiser and for the UNICEF boxes. 


 Lisa Freedman and Fourth Grade Farewell Committee for coordinating the Bagel Mania 


fundraiser. 


 Jacki Flannery, Adele Spong,  Nancy Barnett, Lisa Freedman, Chris Kenrick, Beth Shust 


and all the hot lunch volunteers for helping to provide hot lunch for our kids on Thursdays. 


They all look forward to this day. 


 Melissa Collucci for scheduling all of our parent volunteers, as well as keeping the library 


organized by shelving books and keeping things in order. 


 Cindy Kramer for the wonderful bulletin boards and for always being ready to get that 


“shot” of our children in action. 


 Tara Imbriano and Marlo Spina for keeping our SCRIP program running smoothly and 


thanks to the families who have made a monthly commitment to the program. 


 Sarah Latson for her tireless work on compiling this newsletter. 


 Venus So for always keeping our website up to date. 


 Mrs. Buro for always being available to lend a hand and always with a smile. 


 


Nov. 11 is our very special Red, White & Blue Veterans Day Assembly. We hope you can come 


and see the students of Laning pay tribute to our nation’s veterans at this very special event. You 


won’t want to miss it. 


 


Please make note that Nov. 18-20 are designated days for Parent-Teacher Conferences and are 


scheduled half-days for all students. 


 


Our Thanksgiving Feast is scheduled for Nov. 26. Details will be coming home soon in your 


child’s backpack. School will be closed on Nov. 27 and 28 for the Thanksgiving holiday. 


 


Soon after we return from the Thanksgiving holiday we will be kicking off our Secret Shoppe! 


This is one event we all look forward to! It gives the children an opportunity to do some holiday 


shopping for their families. Secret Shoppe will be on Dec. 9. We can’t wait! 


 


We are truly blessed with so many wonderful parents who dedicate their time and efforts for 


Laning Avenue School on a daily basis. We could not do it without you! 


 


Sincerely, 


Dana DeMars - danaleigh_13@yahoo.com 


Laning SCA President 







Laning SCA Announcements 
 


Laning Kids Help the Hungry 


Dear Laning Families: 
 


404 lbs of food is what was donated in October!!! WOW!  


 


That is about half of what we collected in TOTAL last year. 


What an AMAZING way to start the year!!!! So, thank you  


to all who donated. 


 


Also, a HUGE thank you goes out to Sarah Latson and the Verona Juniors for their help in 


organizing last month’s collection and delivery; it was the combined efforts that really made a 


difference!!   


 


As we head into November, with Thanksgiving right around the corner (yikes!), let’s consider 


those less fortunate and remember they count on our donations to make their Thanksgiving tables 


bountiful. So please think about throwing in an extra few cans so others can enjoy the holiday. 


Together, we can MAKE A DIFFERENCE; and what better time than this holiday season.   


 


This month’s Laning Kids Help the Hungry (LKHH) Food Drive will kick off on Monday, 


Nov. 10  and will run through Thursday, Nov. 13.  Baskets will be distributed throughout the 


building to collect non-perishable items. 


 


What specifically could they use? 


Non-perishable, non-expired food: cereal, pasta & sauce, canned meat, vegetables and fruit, 


crackers, tuna, peanut butter & jelly.  In addition, soap, shampoo and toothpaste are also helpful 


donations, as well as, brown paper grocery bags (what a great way to recycle!). 


 


Thank you in advance for your generosity and support! 


Team LKHH 
*Participation is optional. 


 


Ice Cream Cake Sales 


 


 
 


 


 


The Towne Scoop will once again be offering 


cakes for Thanksgiving – the “turkey cake” or 


a box of nine “chicksters.”  


The turkey cake is half vanilla, half chocolate 


with crunch in the middle. The Chicksters are 


a scoop of vanilla ice cream sitting on a 


chocolate wafer and decorated to look like a 


turkey! 


A donation will be made to the SCA for each 


item purchased. Look for the upcoming flyer 


in your child’s backpack.  


 



http://www.thetownescoop.com/Townescoopslides006.jpg/Townescoopslides006-full;init:.jpg





Holiday Secret Shoppe 


ALREADY??!!   Believe it or not, the holidays are just around the corner and the annual Laning 


Avenue Secret Shoppe will be on Tuesday, Dec. 9 (same day for all students). 


 


 


What is the Holiday Secret Shoppe? 


A holiday event sponsored by the SCA where students can purchase gifts for their family, 


friends and pets.   


 


Shopping Guidelines 


Each gift costs $3 – students can purchase a maximum of 8 gifts.   


Payment is made by cash or check (made payable to Laning Avenue SCA). 


 


 


How does it work? 


Recipient Lists and Gift Labels will be sent home the week before the event.   


 


1) Students (with parent help) will complete the Recipient List and the To/From Gift Labels 


and bring both to school, with payment and a bag to carry home on Tuesday, Dec. 9.  


 


2) Classes will visit the Holiday Shoppe. Students will choose gifts for the loved ones on 


their Recipient Lists. Gifts will be wrapped, tagged with the Gift Labels, and sent home with 


students. 


 


We look forward to giving students the opportunity to independently experience the benefits of 


giving. In the meantime…keep an eye out for volunteer opportunities for Monday, Dec. 8 (set-up) 


and on Tuesday, Dec. 9 (event day). 


 


If you have any questions please do not hesitate to reach out! 


 


Holiday Secret Shoppe Committee 


Alison Mackey, mackeyshouse@msn.com  


 
Box Tops for Education 


        
 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Please continue to clip the box top(s) from participating products 


that you purchase and send them into the school.  The money 


earned through Box Tops goes directly to the SCA to help with 


school trips, school supplies or other special activities that 


happen throughout the school year. 


 


You can send in your clipped Box Tops at any time by placing 


them in a bag or envelope in your child’s backpack or dropping 


them off in the bin marked “Box Tops” in the main office. 


 


Feel free to contact us with any questions regarding the Box Tops 


for Education program.  


 


Thanks for your support! 


Laurel Brolly – laurel.brolly@gmail.com 


Sophia Yanniotis – smyanniotis@gmail.com 


 



mailto:mackeyshouse@msn.com

mailto:laurel.brolly@gmail.com

mailto:smyanniotis@gmail.com





Gobble Gobble Giveaway! 


Simply login to the Box Tops website, click on Bonus Box Tops, enter your email address and 


enter for Laning to win 10,000 Box Tops! http://www.boxtops4education.com/bonus-box-tops 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


“Clip” Coupons: 
As a Box Tops member, you have access to new coupons for Box Tops products every month. 


Enjoy the savings!  Create an account on the website and save money on participating Box Tops 


products. 


 


Laning Supermarket Gift Card (SCRIP) Fundraiser  
After several requests, we are happy to announce that we are finally offering gift cards to Stop & 


Shop!! If you are interested in purchasing gifts cards, please email Marlo Spina 


at marspin68@yahoo.com or Tara Imbriano at taraimbriano@gmail.com.  


 


Thank you for your continued support. 


 


Labels for Education 


 


 


 


 


 


Please continue to send in your Labels for Education UPC’s and caps from over 2,500 


participation products. Remember there are 2 WAYS you can earn Labels for Education. Clipping 


is one way and using your shopper card is the other! 


 


Don’t forget to register your ShopRite Price Plus card on elabelsforeducation.com to earn bonus 


points on Labels for Education products. 


 


Questions? Please contact Sophia Yanniotis, smyanniotis@gmail.com 


 


 



http://www.boxtops4education.com/bonus-box-tops

mailto:marspin68@yahoo.com

mailto:taraimbriano@gmail.com

mailto:smyanniotis@gmail.com





 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


What’s Happening in Our Classrooms 
 


Kindergarten - Mrs. Kristy McCabe and Mrs. Kimberley Nochimson 


October was an outstanding month for KM and KN!   We worked on learning our classroom rules 


and routines and we continued to get to know each other.  We learned the characteristics of a good 


friend and how to get along with others.   We enjoyed getting to know our fourth grade Peace Pals 


too!  We spent our first two sessions sharing things that we all brought from home so that we could 


learn a little bit about each other. 


 


In math, we learned all about the numbers 1-10.  We learned how to form the numbers, we learned 


how to identify groups with more than, fewer than and the same number of objects. In Reading 


Workshop we learned valuable information about ourselves as readers.  We discussed the many 


different types of books in our library and which ones interest us the most.  We have studied the 


details in pictures and learned how pictures can help us understand the story even if we are not 


ready to read the words.  In Writing Workshop, we are learning how to picture an idea in our 


minds and tell a story using pictures across three pages.  We become super artists and we are 


learning how to add details to our pictures to help tell our stories just like real authors!  We are off 


to a super SMART start! 


 


We are having so much fun observing the changes around us as fall embraces us.  We read many 


stories about this beautiful season.  We also went on a leaf hunt and found our very own special 


leaf to write about. We wrote about our favorite Fall activities as well!  Most of us love that Fall 


brings Halloween!  We were so excited to participate in our very first Laning Avenue Halloween 


parade and sing off!  We LOVED coming to school in costume and seeing all of our friends! Our 


class parties were wonderful – thank you to all of the parents that helped!   


 


October was also Fire Prevention month so the Verona Fire Department came to Laning to speak 


to us about fire safety.  We were able to see their fire truck and all of the interesting and important 


things inside of it.  In our classes we learned about why it is important to know our personal 


information in an emergency and how important it is to have a meeting place at home. 


 


November is going to bring many more learning adventures!  We cannot wait!   


   


Primary LSS - Ms. Tina Graziano 


We have been very busy during the month of October!  In the classroom we are continuing to learn 


about numbers.  We have learned to write the numbers 1-10, count and compare groups, and we 


started to learn about patterns.  We continue to read every day and are learning what good readers 


look like.  This month we have started talking about fiction.  We have read Little Red Riding Hood, 


Goldilocks and the Three Bears and The Three Billy Goats Gruff.  We are learning to look at the 


pictures in the story to find out if it is real or make-believe.   


The next Laning SCA meeting will take place on 


January 6, 2015, at 7 p.m. in the Library. 


All Laning parents are welcome! 


 







We are also learning about the fall season.  We had a chance to go on a nature walk around the 


school and look at the leaves changing colors.  We collected red, green, orange and yellow leaves 


to bring inside to our classroom where we sorted them by colors and created a fun craft!   We 


talked about apple trees and the life cycle of an apple, and we are going to do a pumpkin 


investigation, count the seeds and talk about how the pumpkin feels.  We also continue to focus on 


our individualized programs and following classroom rules.  We are so excited for the Halloween 


parade and have been practicing our songs at the end of each day!  


 


Grade 1 - Mrs. Nancy Apisa, Mrs. Kristine DePoe, and Mrs. Anne Marie Ruggiero 


First Graders have completed the first unit of Writing Workshop and are moving into Small 


Moment stories. The children’s pictures are becoming more detailed and temporary spelling is 


getting a little closer to conventional spelling. 


  


In Reading Workshop, our students have been learning to think about and make connections to 


their reading.  We have shared so many books this month, including the poetry book, Red Sings 


from Treetops, by Joyce Sidman, and a nonfiction title about our favorite treat, Ice Cream: The 


Full Scoop, by Gail Gibbons. 


  


Columbus Day afforded the opportunity for the students to engage in activities regarding history 


and geography. The children read books and poetry on the subject, and learned several songs as 


well. We began a study of the continents beginning with North America, as we followed the 


explorer’s path to the New World.  


  


Halloween is an exciting time for first graders. The students enjoyed poems, songs, and games 


during this month. The children looked forward to showing off their costumes at the parade around 


our school. 


  


Grade 2 - Mrs. Pamela Banta and Ms. Jennifer Kirby  


 


During the month of October, the second graders have been working hard in all subjects! They 


have begun the Fiction Unit in Reading Workshop and Writing Workshop as well. They have been 


working extremely hard to understand the different types of fiction and the elements included in 


fiction stories. 


 


In science, the second graders just finished learning about heat and light. They have begun their 


study of sound. Students will be creating original sound instruments to share with the entire second 


grade as they move forward in the chapter. 


 


In social studies, the second graders have been learning about communities. They are currently 


learning about Laning Avenue School as a community. Soon, they will be moving on to learn 


about different kind of communities. Take a moment to discuss what your child has learned 


throughout this busy month of October. 


 


Grade 3 - Mrs. Sage Nardi, Mrs. Jaime Ricci, and Mr. Brian Samples 


We had a terrific October in the third grade!  In math, we are working diligently on using place 


value to add and subtract.  We are nearing the end of this unit, and will be proceeding to 


multiplication in the coming month. 


 







In science, students continued their study of the scientific method and the tools and methods used 


to perform experiments.  Students also utilized the scientific method, as they performed 


experiments while making hypotheses and analyzing the results.   


 


In social studies, students sharpened their map skills. We also focused on creating current events to 


give the students a broader world view, and asking questions about what they discovered. 


 


In language arts, we completed launching our Reader’s Workshop, and are now focused on 


inference and the many sub-genres of fiction and traditional literature.  We have also progressed to 


an in-depth study of character and character traits. 


 


Our third grade writers have been hard at work completing personal narratives while applying 


many skills having to do with zooming in to small moments, slowing down time, and extending 


descriptions.  As we wrap up this unit, we are looking forward to beginning our study of realistic 


fiction writing. 


 


Grade 4 - Mrs. Lesley Carter and Mrs. Pamela Solomon 


The fourth graders have settled into the new school year and have been working hard!  In math, 


students are reviewing place value relationships, rounding, and comparing and ordering numbers. 


Our mathematicians are also working on their problem solving skills and learning how to 


systematically find and record all possible outcomes for a situation.  


 


In social studies, students continue to discover more information about our great state. Students 


recognized that the geography and characteristics of each of the regions in New Jersey is unique.   


 


Students were thrilled to visit the Sterling Hill Mine and Museum. Our field trip was a great 


review of many of the concepts we are currently learning about.  The fourth graders were able to 


take an underground mine tour, view a fantastic display of "glow-in-the-dark" fluorescent 


minerals, and collect several different types of rock 


 


During Writing Workshop, each student completed a personal narrative. The stories were amazing. 


Students were able to share their personal narratives with their class. We enjoyed reading the 


stories and learning more about each other.  Next, students will have an opportunity to write a 


realistic fiction story. This unit involves creating characters (that resemble ourselves in some way), 


writing in the third person, and creating stories with a problem/solution structure.  The students 


love this writing unit and can’t wait to begin crafting their stories.   


 


Reading Workshop continues to be the highlight of the day for many students.  The children have 


been increasing their reading stamina, jotting notes about shared books and individual reads, 


learning to converse about their reading, and deepening their understanding about literature.   As a 


class, we have begun reading realistic fiction and studying its craft and structure.  This reading 


work supports the work we are doing in writing and will help strengthen our understanding of 


fictional stories and writing.        


 


Verona Pre-School Program 


 


Pauline Jennis, Maryann Bifulco & Grace Minervo-Buneo 


What a fantastic month for the preschool!! We began the month with learning about apples.  The 


children noted the different colors and practiced math skills with sorting and counting apples.  


After cutting open an apple the children were surprised to see a “star” that housed all the seeds.  







What a discovery for them.  The children like painting and drawing pictures of apples as well as 


other apple projects like tissue paper apples, apple printing and apple trees. 


 


For our autumn theme the children went for a nature walk to collect leaves.  They learned how the 


leaves change color at this time of year from green to orange, yellow, red or brown.  They learned 


that autumn is a time for change and our literacy program expanded this theme with many stories 


about autumn.  Our many art activities included scarecrows, squirrels, acorns, fall trees, leaf 


rubbings and fall leaves. 


 


At this time we are focusing on Halloween. The children are learning about what is real and what 


is pretend. The children are so excited about their costumes. We look forward to celebrating at 


Laning Avenue School with the parade and performance. We will perform “The Five Little 


Pumpkins” and “Here Comes Mr. Ghost.” 


 


November 2014 


Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 
2  3  4 


SCA Meeting 
 


Ice Cream Cake 
Sale Begins 


 
½ Day 


 5  6 
Schools Closed 


 7 
Schools Closed 


 8 


             


9  10 
Laning Kids Help 


the Hungry 


 11 
Laning Kids Help 


the Hungry 
 


Red, White & Blue 
Day/Veterans Day 


Assembly 


 12 
Laning Kids Help 


the Hungry 


 13 
Laning Kids Help 


the Hungry 


 14  15 
 
 
 


16  17  18 
Parent/Teacher 


Conferences 
 


½ Day 


 19 
Parent/Teacher 


Conferences 
 


½ Day 


 20 
Parent/Teacher 


Conferences 
 


Picture Retake Day 
 


½ Day 


 21 
Ice Cream Cake 


Sale Ends 


 22 
 
 
 


23  24  25  26 
Thanksgiving Feast 


 
School Spirit Day 


 
½ Day 


 27 
Schools Closed 


 28 
Schools Closed 


 
 
 
 
 


29 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







December 2014 


Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 
  1 


Laning Kids Help 
the Hungry 


 2 
Laning Kids Help 


the Hungry 


 3 
Laning Kids Help 


the Hungry 


 4 
Laning Kids Help 


the Hungry 


 5  6 


             
7  8 


Holidays are for 
Sharing 


 
Ice Cream Cake 


Sale Begins 


 9 
Holidays are for 


Sharing 
 


Secret Shoppe 


 10 
Holidays are for 


Sharing 


 11 
Holidays are for 


Sharing 


 12 
Holidays are for 


Sharing 
 


Holiday Concert 


 13 


             


14  15  16  17  18 
Ice Cream Cake Sale 


Ends 


 19 
Holiday 


Teachers 
Luncheon 


 20 
 


21  22  23 
½ Day 


 
School Spirit Day 


 
Class Holiday 


Parties 


 24 
Schools Closed 


 25 
Schools Closed 


 26 
Schools Closed 


 27 
 


28  29 
Schools Closed 


 30 
Schools Closed 


 31 
Schools Closed 


      


 








 65 W. Greenbrook Rd., North Caldwell, NJ 


SPECI AL  EDUC ATION  PA R EN T ADVI SORY C OMMI TTEE   


 
Great Apps for Parents and Students to be  


 
Productive at Home Workshop 


 
 


West Essex High School Media Center 
 


Tuesday, November 18, 2014 
 


7—9 pm 


 
 


Please use this link to RSVP by November 17. 


 
 


 


The West Essex Regional School District’s SEPAC will sponsor 


an interactive workshop in the West Essex High School Library, 


which will introduce parents and students (grades 7-12) to        


appropriate educational APPS that can be used at home to      


support the learning process. Mr. Charles Young, the Supervisor 


of Technology for the West Essex Regional Schools, will assist   


parents in navigating through the many APP options available in 


the areas of time management, organizational skills, note taking 


skills, research assistance, and school subject areas.  


Bring your mobile devices.  


 


WEST ESSEX REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tkENxZDmFsjZrf16TMAhbDZY3E87IyrPm1JZedv63T8/viewform






WANT TO LEARN 


MORE???  


Student Information Session: 


Wednesday, November 12th at 


10:51am in VHS Auditorium 


Evening Information Session for 
Parents & Students: Wednesday, 


November 19th at 7pm in VHS 
Library 


 


“THE ONLY PERSON YOU ARE DESTINED TO BECOME IS THE 


PERSON YOU DECIDE TO BE” – RALPH WALDO EMERSON 


ave you always dreamed about being a 


police officer? Do you know that 
you’ll make a great veterinarian one 


day and can’t wait to get started working with 
those animals? Are you the kind of student who 


likes to be hands-on and can’t wait to be on your 


way to becoming a computer programmer? If you 
answered YES to any of these questions, then 


Verona High School’s Senior Capstone Program 


is meant for you! The Senior Capstone Program 
allows for seniors in good standing to complete 
their senior year by exploring areas of interest at a 
career-focused placement or through a 


community-service experience. These internships 


or experiences will provide seniors with a unique 
learning experience to assist them as they 
transition from high school to college, 


employment or other ventures. Seniors will work 
in conjunction with VHS to establish and make 


arrangements for unpaid placements through the 
Verona School District Community Data Base. 


VHS will work with the placement providers 


(Experience Mentors) to ensure that the 


experience provides structure and supervision. 
During the experience, students will meet with the 
appropriate VHS staff on a weekly basis to 
discuss their activities, attend seminars from guest 


lecturers 


and 
participate 
in meetings 


between 


themselves, 
VHS staff 
and their 


Experience 


Mentor. At 
the 
completion 


of the 


program, students will showcase their experiences 
for VHS staff during a formal presentation. This 
program will earn you one credit and will be 


placed on a final transcript. 


H 


Verona High School 2014-2015       


 


SENIOR CAPSTONE PROGRAM 


TIMELINE… 
Information Sessions – Fall 2014 


Application Process Begins – January 2015 
Senior Capstone Program Members Finalized – March 2015 
Senior Capstone Program Runs – May 2015 – June 2015 








CONFERENCE DAY SPECIAL! 
10% off* 


 


 
60 Chapin Road, Pine Brook NJ 973-396-4001 


 


Tuesday, November 18th 


3:30 – 9:00 


Fun for the students (friends & family too) 
*Get 10% off an hour jump = $18, including sky socks 


funds for school Technology Needs 
Sky Zone will make a donation to the Verona Schools  


 


Just mention Verona Public Schools 
 


Save time on line by going online to complete the waiver.   
EVERY JUMPER NEEDS A WAIVER SIGNED BY AN ADULT! 


Visit www.skyzone.com/pinebrook 



http://www.skyzone.com/pinebrook

http://www.skyzone.com/pinebrook/Activities-Programs






 


                                     VERONA HIGH SCHOOL 
                                                           151 FAIRVIEW AVENUE 


VERONA, NEW JERSEY 07044 
973-571-6750 


973-571-6765 FAX 
 


Glenn J. Cesa                                                                                                                                     Gary Farishian 
Principal                                                                                                                                               Director of 
Athletics 
 
David Galbierczyk                                                                                                                            Kimberly Ferlauto 
Assistant Principal                                                                                                                            Director of 
Guidance 
 
 
 
 


                                                                                                November 10, 2014 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
Recently, some parents have had difficulty contacting the attendance office.  The purpose of 
this letter is to provide you with updated procedures for reporting a student’s absence, 
tardiness or early dismissal from school. 
 


 If you would like to simply leave a voicemail with the Attendance Office, please dial: 
973-571-2029, ext. 1889 and leave a message at any time. 


 If you would like to speak with Mrs. Torchia directly, please dial 973-571-2029, ext. 
1016. You may still leave her a voicemail through this extension if she is away from her 
desk or after school hours when you call. 


 
We hope this clears up any confusion, and we apologize for any inconvenience you may have 
experienced in attempting to contact the Attendance Office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Galbierczyk 
Assistant Principal 
 
 
 







 
 
 
 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 








  VERONA HIGH SCHOOL 
  151 FAIRVIEW AVENUE 


VERONA, NEW JERSEY 07044 
973‐571‐6750 


973‐571‐6765 FAX 
 


Glenn J. Cesa                  Gary Farishian 
Principal                  Director of Athletics 
 
David Galbierczyk                Kimberly Ferlauto 
Assistant Principal                Director of Guidance 
 
October 25, 2014 
 
Attention parent or guardian of a VHS senior: 
 


Production of our 2015 yearbook is well underway.  One of the most popular traditions in the book is parents 
buying space in the book to leave their own personal message to their son or daughter.  


 
 You can design the message yourself at http://www.balfour.com. To find our page, follow the prompts to our 


school and then click on “Yearbooks.” You will see various selections for ad sizes. Choose one and begin your ad. Create, 
finalize, and pay for your ad online!  Enclosed, to give you some ideas, are some reprints of how some of the ads 
published last year turned out.   


 
If you don’t feel “tech‐savvy” and prefer not to design online, you can send materials (pictures, text, etc.) to the 


school and drop them in the office to the attention of Mrs. Allison Quick, and the yearbook staff can design the page for 
you.   


 
Any specific questions about how to do the layout, either online or on paper, should be directed to Mr. Tom 


White at twhite@veronaschools.org.  
 
 Please be aware that although we generally sell the ad space through February, the space will eventually sell 


out, so don’t wait until the last minute and risk getting shut out! 
 
Ad Rates are: 


 $85 for a quarter page 


 $165 for a half page 


 $235 for a full page 
 


Also, please be aware that Shadows 2015, is already available for pre‐order.  To buy your book by credit card, please 
visit  the website referenced above. If you prefer to pay by cash or check, have your son or daughter bring the money to 
Mrs. Allison Quick, and be sure to get a receipt.  You can also mail a check to Mrs. Quick’s attention at the school 
address above.  Checks should be made payable to Verona High School. As an incentive to buy early, the book is $100 
until November 30, $110 after. 
 
Thanks for supporting our efforts! 
 
The 2015 Shadows Yearbook Staff 













 


 


Information on Viruses 


 
Always keep in mind that the best defense against any disease is 


good handwashing!! 


 


There has been concern in our community and reports of outbreaks in our 
area concerning certain viruses. Provided below are some helpful links with 
information about these viruses. 


 


For information about coxsackie, click here: 


http://www.Cdc.gov/hand-foot-mouth/about 


 


For information about ev-d 68 (the respiratory virus currently in the news), 
click here: 


http://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/faq/ev_faq.pdf 


 


 



http://www.cdc.gov/hand-foot-mouth/about

http://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/faq/ev_faq.pdf



