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IT’S ALL 
ABOUT ME


Tuesday - Friday
10am - 2pm


ALL CUT & COLOR SERVICE
10% OFF


a portion of the proceeds will be 
donated to the Verona Schools


Welcome Verona School parents!








2 Last Name (Type or Print) Suffix (Jr., Sr., III)First Name (Type or Print) Middle Name or Initial


3


Address at which you are registered to vote


Apt.


Municipality (City/Town) State Zip


5 6


1


Date of Birth Day Time Phone Number


General (November)     Primary        Municipal        School*        Fire (February)


Special _______________ To be held on ______________


I hereby apply for a Mail-In Ballot for the: (CHECK ONLY ONE)


8 Signature Please sign your name as it appears in the Poll Book.


XXXXX ______________________________ 9
Today’s Date


10 I wish to receive a Mail-In Ballot for all elections to be held during the REMAINDER OF THIS CALENDAR YEAR.


I wish to receive a Mail-In Ballot in ALL FUTURE NOVEMBER GENERAL ELECTIONS, until I request otherwise.


Voter Options to Automatically Receive Ballots in Future Elections
You may choose either option, both options, or none of the options.  YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO CHOOSE AN OPTION.
If you do not choose any option, you will only be sent the ballot for the election you chose in Section 1.


A
B


Assistor
Any person providing assistance to the voter in completing this application must complete this section.


11
Address Apt. Municipality (City/Town) State Zip


12


Authorized Messenger


Name of Assistor (Type or Print) DateSignature of Assistor


Any voter may apply for a Mail-In Ballot by Authorized Messenger. Messenger shall be a family member or a registered voter of this
County. No Authorized Messenger can (1) be a Candidate in the election for which the voter is requesting a Mail-In Ballot or (2)
serve as messenger for more than TEN qualified voters per election.


I designate ____________________________________________ to be my Authorized Messenger.


Signature of Voter


XXXXX


Authorized Messenger must sign application and show photo
ID in the presence of the County Clerk or County Clerk designee.


XXXXX _____________________________________________


Please type or print clearly in ink. All information required unless marked optional.


*****Please Note: Your ballot can only be sent to the mailing address supplied on this application; if your address changes, you must notify the County Clerk in writing.


/       /


/           /


/       /


/       /


/           /


Specify Date


Print Name of Authorized Messenger


Date


OFFICE USE ONLY


Voter Reg # ____________________________


Muni Code #_______   Party _______________


Ward __________  District ________________


OPTIONAL - ONLY COMPLETE SECTIONS 10 THROUGH 12 IF APPLICABLE


(         ) 7 E-Mail Address (Optional)


*****
*****


Mail my ballot to
the following address:


4
Please include


any
PO Box, RD#,


State/Province,
 Zip/Postal Code


& Country
(if outside US)


Same Address as Section 3


DateSignature of Messenger
XXXXX /       /


Address of Messenger Apt. Municipality (City/Town) State Zip


“I do hereby certify that I will deliver the Mail-In Ballot directly to
the voter and no other person, under penalty of law.”


STOP


Date of Birth


/       /


Street Address or RD#


Check if you are:
SPECIAL STATUS


* By applying for the April
Annual School Election,
you will receive a Mail-In
Ballot for all Special School
Elections until the next
Annual School Election.


Active Duty Military Voter
Overseas Voter
None of the Above
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APPLICATION FOR VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT


JOSEPH RIPA CLERK
OFFICE OF THE CAMDEN COUNTY CLERK
ELECTION DIVISION
PO BOX 150
CAMDEN NJ  08101-0150


PLACE


POSTAGE


HERE


BEFORE


MAILING


Name


Street Address


City, State, Zip Code


_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________


W
ARNING


This application m
ust be received by the


County Clerk not later than 7 days prior to the
election, unless you apply in person or via an
authorized m


essenger during County Clerk’s
office hours, but no later than 3 P.M


. the day
prior to the election.
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   A voter m


ay apply for a M
ail-In Ballot by m


ail up to 7 days prior
to the election. He or she may also apply in person to the County
Clerk until 3 P.M


. the day before the election.
   Note also that voters have an option of indicating on an
application for a M


ail-In Ballot that they would prefer to receive
a ballot for each election that takes place during the rem


ainder
of the calendar year.
   Voters also now have an option of autom


atically receiving a
M


ail-In Ballot for each General Election. If such voter no longer
wants this option, the County Clerk’s office m


ust be notified in
writing.
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1. You m
ust be a registered voter in order to apply for a M


ail-In
Ballot.


2. Once you apply for a M
ail-In Ballot, you will not be perm


itted
to vote by machine at your polling place in the same election.


3. You will receive instructions with your ballot.
4. Your M


ail-In Ballot m
ust be received by the County Board of


Election before close of polls on Election Day.
5. Do not submit more than one application for the same election.
6. You m


ust apply for a M
ail-In Ballot for each election, unless


you designate otherwise under “Voter Options.”
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·· ··· Fill out application.
·· ··· Print and sign your nam


e where indicated.
·· ···Mail orDeliverapplication to the County Clerk.


Hand deliver to:
    Office of the County Clerk, Election Division,
     County Adm


inistration Building
     600 M


arket Street, Suite 316, Cam
den NJ


08102
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DO NOT FAX OR E-MAIL
Unless you are a Military or Overseas Voter
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The Honorable Christopher J. Durkin
P.O. Box 690
Newark, NJ  07101-0690


C
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urkin
Essex C


ounty C
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 Office of Curriculum & Instruction 
MISSION STATEMENT 


“The mission of the Verona Public Schools, the center of an engaged and supportive community, 
is to empower students to achieve their potential as active learners and productive citizens 


through rigorous curricula and meaningful, enriching experiences.” 


Verona Improves on its School Performance Report Card
 The School Performance Report Cards were recently released from the New Jersey State 


Department of Education.  Two categories that we will discuss for the elementary schools, Brookdale, 


Frederic N. Brown, Forest, and Laning are Academic Achievement and Student Growth.  Taking a 


look at the table below, the NJASK (New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge) proficient and 


advanced proficient scores language arts and mathematics from the last two years were virtually 


identical.  Student Growth, the newest form of measurement to come out of the state, improved in 


Language Arts (5) as well as Mathematics (4.25).  Student growth is determined by comparing student 


scores from one year to the next on the NJASK when compared with students with a similar history of 


performance from across the state.  


Elementary Schools 11-12 12-13   


Academic Achievement Indicators  
District wide 
Performance  


District wide 
Performance  Difference 


NJASK Language Arts Proficiency and above  81% 80% -1% 
NJASK Mathematics Proficiency and above  86% 87% 1% 


Student Growth Indicators 
   


Student Growth on Language Arts 57.5 62.5 5 
Student Growth on Math 43.5 47.75 4.25 


 


 At the middle school, HBW, we are going to take a look at Academic Achievement, College and 


Career Readiness, and Student Growth.  Under Academic Achievement, the NJASK test scores in both 


Language Arts and Mathematics increased by two percentage points and one percentage point 


respectively from 2011-12 to 2012-13.  For College and Career Readiness, the state looks for how many 


students take Algebra 1 in 8th grade and how many are chronically absent (more than 15 absences).  The 


number of students taking Algebra more than doubled (15% to 40%) and the percentage of students 


who were chronically absent remained at 3 percent.  Student growth creates a measure of how students 


progressed in grades 5 through 8 in the NJASK Language Arts and Mathematics when compared to  
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other students with similar NJASK test score history.  The students at HBW grew from the 52nd to 


the 59th percentile in Language Arts and moved 1 percentile to the right with mathematics (60 to 61).  


HBW 11-12 12-13   


Academic Achievement Indicators  
Schoolwide 
Performance  


Schoolwide 
Performance  Difference 


NJASK Language Arts Proficiency and above  84% 86% 2% 
NJASK Math Proficiency and above  88% 89% 1% 


College & Career Readiness Indicators     
 


Students taking Algebra 15% 40% 25% 
Algebra grade (C or better) 98% 100% 2% 
Chronic Absenteeism 3% 3% 0% 


Student Growth Indicators 
   Student Growth on Language Arts 52 59 7 


Student Growth on Math 60 61 1 


 At Verona High School, we will focus on three categories.  The first deals with academic 


achievement.  Verona’s HSPA (High School Proficiency Assessment) results were impressive 2011-


12, but they were even better in 2012-13 (see the chart below).  Every single student (100%) passed 


the language arts assessment and 94% passed mathematics.  The second category includes SATs, 


PSATs, and Advanced Placement Results.  All five subcategories improved in 2012-13.  The largest 


growth (19%) was the percentage of students participating in the PSAT and the second largest growth 


was the percentage of students taking at least one AP test in either English, Math, Social Studies, or 


Science (7%).  Finally, VHS’s overall graduation rate of 95% in 2011-12 rose to 99% in 2012-13 while 


the drop out rate remained at 0%.    


VHS 11-12 12-13   


Academic Achievement Indicators  
Schoolwide 
Performance  


Schoolwide 
Performance  Difference 


HSPA Language Arts Proficiency and above  96% 100% 4% 
HSPA Math Proficiency and above  90% 94% 4% 


College & Career Readiness Indicators 
   % of Students Participating in SAT 90% 95% 5% 


% of Students Participating in PSAT 37% 56% 19% 
% of Students Scoring Above 1550 on SAT 45% 51% 6% 


% of Students Taking At Least One AP Test in English, 
Math, Social Studies, or Science 41% 48% 7% 


% of AP Tests in English, Math, Social Studies, or Science 
with Score 3 or Greater 72% 74% 2% 


Graduate & Post Secondary Indicators 
   Overall Graduation Rate 95% 99% 4% 


Dropout Rate 0% 0% 0% 
 


 








     Verona Public Schools, Office of the Superintendent 
121 Fairview Avenue                  Verona, New Jersey 07044 
PHONE 973-571-2029                   FAX 973-571-6779 


Steven A. Forte sforte@veronaschools.org Cheryl Nardino 
Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator/Board Secretary 


www.veronaschools.org 


 
 
 
The mission of the Verona Public Schools, the center of an engaged and supportive community, is to 
empower students to achieve their potential as active learners and productive citizens through rigorous 
curricula and meaningful, enriching experiences. 


 
 
To:  Verona Community Members 
From: Steven A. Forte 
Re: Important Referendum Presentations 


 
 


I am requesting that each family send at least one adult representative to one of the 
meetings below. This will enable you to be informed on an important referendum to 
improve the Verona Schools. 
 
 
Sunday February 23, 2014 at 5:00 PM in the Verona High School Auditorium 
 
Wednesday February 26, 2014 at 9:00 AM in the FN Brown Auditorium 
 
Saturday March 1, 2014 at 10:00 AM in the Laning School Media Center  
 
Wednesday March 5, 2014 at 7:00 PM in the HB Whitehorne Auditorium 
 
 
 
It is extremely important for Verona that you are informed about this important 
project. 
 
 
Please contact me with questions or comments; I look forward to seeing everyone. 
 
 
sforte@veronaschools.org 
 



http://www.veronaschools.org/

mailto:sforte@veronaschools.org











Care Packets 
for Children’s 


Hospital 
Help	Verona	Girl	Scout	Troop	20341	by	donating	items	for	The	
Goryeb	Children’s	Hospital	Valerie	Fund	Center	and	inpatient	unit.	


 


 


Goal: To Provide Care Packets for children undergoing Cancer Treatment and those in 
the inpatient care unit. Care Packets can comfort children and bring a smile to their 
face. 


How you can help:  Donate any of the following items: lip balm, small toy, hand 
sanitizer, coloring books, journals, decorative Pens/Pencils, crayons/markers, 
small water bottle, lavender sachet, small snacks (gummies, pretzels). You can 
also purchase a small bin toy at The Learning Express in Verona. They graciously 
agreed to have a donation bin available for your purchase(s).  


Where: There will be bins at Laning Avenue School, and as mentioned above you can 
make a small bin toy purchase at The Learning Express and they will put it in our 
designated bin. 


When: February 25th – March 21st. 


 








     Verona Public Schools, Office of the Superintendent 
121 Fairview Avenue                  Verona, New Jersey 07044 
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Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
www.veronaschools.org 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


Verona Public Schools Referendum Information 
 
 
A section has been created on the Verona Public Schools website that contains 
information and will be updated regularly with Referendum Information. 
 
The website can be found at http://www.veronaschools.org/referendum 
 








 
Verona Public Schools 


 


March 11, 2014- Referendum Facts 


 


 


A. General Building Repairs and Improvements   $5,314,431 


 Exterior doors district-wide 


 Paving- FNB, VHS, Forest, HBW 


 Masonry repairs- VHS, Forest, HBW, Brookdale 


 Fire Alarms- FNB and Forest 


 Hall and Classroom Ceilings and Lighting- VHS 


 Addition to accommodate VHS Music Program 


 Gym Bleachers- VHS and Brookdale 


 


B. Technology       $889,086 


 New wired and wireless (Wi-Fi) networks district-wide 


 New- switches, cabling, phone upgrades, backup 


 New- back up power- generator  


 


C. HVAC at VHS      $3,852,580 


 Total overhaul of the original VHS heating and ventilation system  


 New- boilers, controls, vents, piping 


 


D. Security       $890,514 


 New vestibules/ visitor control at 5 schools (Laning completed in 2006) 


 Cameras (50 new cameras expandable) with recording capability district-wide 


 Proximity access system (swipe cards)  at all schools  


 New door locking mechanisms district-wide  


 Glass reinforcement district-wide  


 


E. Environmental Remediation of VHS Property   $1,888,250 


 Clean up environmental problems on the VHS property  


 Construct a retaining wall and create environmental cap 


 Add a 5th tennis court and expand parking lot- acts as cap 


 Refurbish existing tennis courts that are in disrepair 


 Create a usable space on upper field for practice and physical education 60% of land 


 Create a green space that will be landscaped and fenced off 40% of land 


 


F. VHS/Verona Community Multi-purpose Field  $3,806,994 


 Create a turf surface on lower field with 2 full soccer, LAX and football fields 


 Full sized softball and baseball fields 


 Lights, bleachers, fencing, repair existing concrete bleachers that are in disrepair 


 







 2 


 


 


 


Totals: 
 


 Total project cost     $16,641,855 


 NJDOE ROD Grant     $  2,796,855 


 Total to Verona Taxpayers    $13,845,000 


 Total per year on the average house for 20 year $176.75/year that is 48 cents/day 


 Other  


o Debt Service aid- the State has informed us that we are eligible for another type of aid called 


debt service aid. Debt Service Aid will fund the payments on this portion of the bond principal 


plus interest.  The payment for this $2,402,789 will be about $170,320/year, IF the state fully 


funds the aid each fiscal year. 


o The total amount of the project that is eligible for grants and aide is- $9,394,926 


o The bonds will be for 20 years at a projected rate of 3.65% 


o The ROD Grant and Debt Service Aid are only received if passed by the voters.  


 


Voting/ Ballot information: 


 The referendum vote will be on March 11, 2014 


 Polls are open from 7:00 AM- 9:00 PM 


 The ballot is very wordy and confusing but required by the State of NJ. The bottom line is we are asking 


the taxpayers to allow us to raise $13,845,000 ($16,641,840 minus $2,796,855) to complete the projects 


listed above. The cost to the taxpayers of Verona is $13,845,000  


 


 


 


 


Questions:  


 


Steve Forte 


973-571-2029 X 7012 


sforte@veronaschools.org 


www.veronaschools.org 


 


 


 



mailto:sforte@veronaschools.org

http://www.veronaschools.org/






Education is not the filling of a 
pail, but the lighting of a fire. 


~ William Butler Yeats


Verona Foundation for Educational Excellence


Dear Verona Resident, 


Please join us in our quest to provide teachers with the resources to reach beyond the basics and 
bring creative, differentiated learning to our future business leaders, artists, scientists, writers, 
teachers, community leaders, historians and service providers. 


 The Power of 100
We need 100 or more generous community members to make VFEE a philanthropic 
priority this year.


Be a part of Verona’s bright future--Donate to VFEE today!
The teachers in our district continue to create dynamic learning opportunities, many of which 
have been funded by VFEE. Due to the exceptional quality of our school district, property values 
in Verona continue to rise. Now, more than ever, we need the help of the community to continue 
to provide excellent programs for our children. 


We hope you will become part of the Power of 100 by making a donation today. Any donation 
gets us closer to our goal, so please consider a contribution.


To make a secure donation online, please visit our website at www.vfee.org


Or send your check to 
Verona Foundation for Educational Excellence 


c/oMichelle Posner, Treasurer
47 Wayland Drive
Verona, NJ 07044


VFEE is a 501(c)3 organization.  All donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.    


Like us on     








Cutathon


Benefitting the Verona Youth Lacrosse League
 & 


 Verona High School Boys and Girls Teams
 


 Date:  Tuesday, February 25, 2014
Time: 2:30 - 6:30 PM 


Location: Aura Salon & Spa
43 Bloomfield Avenue


Caldwell, NJ
 


 Minimum Donation: $20.00 per haircut
 


VHS Contact: Elena Kish
973-768-8390


&
VLL Contact: John Ednie


973-464-5881


Lacrosse
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Wednesday, February 19 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Chicken Nuggets 


Thursday, February 20 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Beef Burrito 


Friday, February 21 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Pizzeria Pizza 
 Author Visit - Jacqueline Davies 
 Adult Social Avenue Bistro, 8 P.M. 


Monday, February 24 
 SCA Pasta Lunch (Don't Forget to Pack a Drink!) 


Tuesday, February 25 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Chicken Patty on a Bun 


Wednesday, February 26 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Popcorn Chicken 


Thursday, February 27 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Mozzarella Sticks 
 National Chili Day 


Friday, February 28 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Cheeseburger on a Bun 


 
 


 


 
 


 


CHILDREN’S SAFETY 


Dear Parents, 


I would like to address some important safety 
concerns regarding drop off and pick up that have 
been magnified by our winter weather.  


Please review the information below.  


DROP OFF: 
Pull up to the curb, drop your child(ren) off and pull 
away.  Do not park at the yellow curb and walk your 
child(ren) up the driveway.  Parents who choose to 
walk their child(ren) up to the blacktop, should park 
legally, not blocking driveways or impeding traffic flow. 
The town has taken the time to clear all the snow from 
the curb and apron area to facilitate an orderly and 
safe drop off and pick up.  


PICK UP: 
No cars should be in front of the school at 
dismissal time. 


Teachers will not:  


 Release students to cars that pull up by the 
driveway apron or in the street.   


 Release children to parents who are standing 
across the street.  


Children and parents must use the crosswalks to 
cross Forest Avenue. Crossing guards are located at 
both Morningside Road and Marion Road for the 
safety of the children.   


Please be sure to share these concerns with anyone 
who is responsible for picking up and dropping off your 
child(ren).  


Thank you for your attention to this important 
matter. 


Jeffrey Monacelli 


Principal, Forest Avenue School 
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IMPORTANT REFERENDUM 


 


Steve Forte, Superintendent of Schools in 


Verona, will be hosting four informative 
meetings regarding the upcoming bond 


referendum. Mr. Forte will make a slide 
presentation and answer your questions. 


The vote on the referendum will take 
place on March 11, 2014. 
 


MEETING DATES AND TIMES 
 


Sunday, February 23, 2014 at 5:00 PM in 
the Verona High School Auditorium 


  


Wednesday, February 26, 2014 at 9:00 


AM in the FN Brown Auditorium 
 


 Saturday, March 1, 2014 at 10:00 AM in 
the Laning School Media Center 


 


 Wednesday March 5, 2014 at 7:00 PM in 
the HB Whitehorne Auditorium 


 



mailto:meryemgms@gmail.com

file:///C:/Users/Gumusayak_Meryem/AppData/Local/Temp/Jendan.Fleming@gmail.com

mailto:jmonacelli@veronaschools.org
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  March Pomptonian Lunch forms 


are due back by February 25! 
   


 
Alex's Lemonade Stand 


Please help us support Alex's Lemonade Stand by 


donating your loose change during the month of 


February. This foundation started in 2000, when four-


year-old Alexandra (Alex) Scott (1996–2004) started a 


lemonade stand with the intention of raising money 


to find a cure for childhood cancers.  Together we can 


make a difference! If each child donates 50 cents (the 


cost of a cup of lemonade from Evan or Jessie) we can 


raise over $100! Please see the flyer for details. 
 


SCRIP-O-METER 


SCRIP Update! 


Our SCRIP Program has raised $4,300 so far this year 


for Forest Ave School.  With your continued support, 


we can reach our goal!  We always have extra SCRIP 


on hand ready for the next time you go grocery 


shopping.  Please contact Jeannie Caggiano at 


jeannieac@live.com for SCRIP.  Thank you! 
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SCA Adult Social is this Friday, February 21. 


The Social will be at Avenue Bistro at 8 P.M.  The 


DJ, appetizers, beer, wine and soda are included. It's 


going to be a great night! Secure your babysitters 


today and please join us!   
 


 
Our annual Scholastic Book Fair will be held 


on March 3–5 this year. Students will visit with 


their classes and make their wish lists.  Parents, you 


can return the wish lists with payment or come and 


shop with your child(ren). Our Book Fair will be 


open for family shopping on Tuesday, March 4, 


from 2:45–8:00 P.M. We will have activities, crafts, 


and refreshments from 6:00–8:00 P.M. in the Forest 


Ave School Gym. Please see the flyer for an 


exciting optional art project and prize drawing!  See 


you at the Fiesta! 


 
 


 


Cultural Arts Assembly 
On Tuesday, March 11, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. The 


SCA will sponsor the  African Dance and Drum 


Troupe the program will combine African 


drumming, dancing, acrobatics, stilt-walking, 


breathtaking costumes, and innovative 


choreography.  Our students will be enthralled with 


this dynamic and educational experience. 


 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


Editor(s) – Meryem Gumusayak                 e-mail:  meryemgms@gmail.com  by 3 P.M. Tuesday or call (732) 513-8560             
SCA President – Jennifer Fleming   e-mail:  jendan.fleming@gmail.com or call (973) 415-7920 
Forest Avenue Principal – Jeff Monacelli  e-mail:  jmonacelli@veronaschools.org  


Forest Avenue School Website:  www.veronaschools.org  (select “Schools” then select “Forest”) 
Bulletin and all attachments (as well as homework) are available online. 


 



mailto:jeannieac@live.com

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=a4iH6XXr9eJtaM&tbnid=JvW7FfABEE18rM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fschools.shorelineschools.org%2Fhtlibrary%2F2014%2F01%2F22%2F215%2F&ei=OETpUt9FjM2xBPiFgcgL&bvm=bv.60157871,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNHxvVlo_LmJwJ5LZA4MUEdh35SG9g&ust=1391105445765817

mailto:meryemgms@gmail.com

file:///C:/Users/Gumusayak_Meryem/AppData/Local/Temp/jendan.fleming@gmail.com

mailto:jmonacelli@veronaschools.org

http://www.veronaschools.org/






GORDON KORMAN VISITS HBW ON MARCH 11! 
 ORDER ONE OF HIS BOOKS NOW! 


 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


UNGIFTED 
The word “gifted” has never been applied to Donovan Curtis. It’s 
usually more like, “Don’t try this at home.” So when the troublemaker 
pulls a major prank at his middle school, he thinks he’s finally gone too 
far. But thanks to a mix-up, instead of getting in trouble, Donovan is 
sent to the Academy for Scholastic Distinction, a special program for 
gifted and talented students. It isn’t exactly what Donovan  had 
intended, but there couldn’t be a more perfect hideout. That is, if he can 
fool his family, the teachers, the superintendent, and a school full of 
fellow students with IQs well above genius level. $ 7


SCHOOLED 
Capricorn Anderson has never watched television. He’s never tasted 
pizza. Never heard of a wedgie. Since he was a little boy, his only 
experience has been living on a farm commune and being home-schooled 
by his hippie grandmother, Rain. But when Rain in unexpectedly 
hospitalized, Cap has to move in with a guidance counselor and attend the 
local middle school. He knows a lot about the Beatles, tie-dying, and Zen 
Buddism, but nothing could prepare him for the dog-eat-dog world of C 
Average Middle School.  $6


NO MORE DEAD DOGS 


“Old Shep, My Pal is the most boring book I’ve read in my entire life. I  
did not have a favorite character. I hated everybody equally. The most 
interesting part came on the last page where it said ‘The End.’ I would 
not recommend it to my worst enemy.” 


Nobody understands Wallace Wallace. The reluctant middle 
school football hero has been suspended from the team for writing a 
negative book report on Old Shep, My Pal. But Wallace is the most honest 
kid on earth, and he can’t tell a lie – he hated every minute of the book. 
Why does the dog in every classic novel have to die at the end? Now 
Wallace is on detention. He has to serve his time in the gym, during 
rehearsals for the school play: Old Shep, My Pal, the stage version! $6


SIXTH GRADE NICKNAME GAME 
 


Almost everybody at Old Orchard Middle School (OOPS) has had the 
dubious honor of receiving a nickname from best friends Wiley and Jeff. 
They’ve dubbed their underachieving class “The Dim Bulbs;” their pop-
eyed principal is better known as “Deer in Headlights;” and their 
enormous football-coach-turned-teacher is “Mr. Huge.” But now some of 
the nicknames are backfiring, and their new teacher is in danger of losing 
his job. Will the nicknamers be able to get it together before it’s too late? 


  $5







GORDON KORMAN VISITS HBW ON MARCH 11! 
 ORDER ONE OF HIS BOOKS NOW! 


 


    


 


  Price  Qty.


Ungifted        


 A troublemaker  is “hiding” in a school for the gifted.               


$7.00  


Schooled        


 A homeschooled hippie tries to survive the “real world.”              


$6.00   


No More Dead Dogs    


 The football star cannot tell a  lie. He hated the book, but now he’s 


reliving the story everyday in detention.... at play practice! 


$6.00  


Sixth Grade Nickname Game      


What happens when nicknames go too far? 


$5.00  


Swindle   


Griffin is cheated out of a million‐dollar baseball card by a sleazy 


collector. And the only way to get it back is to steal it back. 


$6.00  


Total  $   


 


Please autograph book(s) to: ______________________________________________________ 


( Print first name above.) 


Student’s  Name_____________________________________________________ 


Homeroom Teacher__________________________________________________ 


Total # of  Books  ______          Total Amount Due  __________    


Cash __________     Checks (Made to Cash) _______ 


Due Tuesday, February 25  to Mrs. Kleinknecht . 
 


SWINDLE 
 


After a mean collector named Swindle cons him out of his most 
valuable baseball card, Griffin Bing must put together a band of 
misfits to break into Swindle's compound and recapture the card. 
There are many things standing in their way -- a menacing guard 
dog, a high-tech security system, a very secret hiding place, and 
their inability to drive -- but Griffin and his team are going to get 


back what's rightfully his . . . even if hijinks ensue.    $6 








                                                                 


FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 


Dear Parents/Guardians:  


I know the last few months have been quite hectic as a result of the multitude of snow days and 


delayed openings. In the hopes of adding two additional snow days into the district calendar 


with the hopes of preserving our spring break, February 14, Valentine’s Day and February 18 


will be a half days for students and full days for staff.  Dismissal for students will be 12:30.   


You should have received your child’s report card.  I reviewed each and every report card and 


am very pleased with the progress the children at Laning are making!   


I am really excited about our BIG fundraiser, the Tricky Tray!  I am sure it is going to be a really 


fun night! There is still time to donate a gift!   


This year, Laning will be celebrating “READ ACROSS AMERICA WEEK” from March 3 – March 7.  


To kick off the week long festivities, the children will be attending an assembly on March 3.  


Every day of the week, the school will stop everything and read together.  In addition, some of 


the classes will be looking for “guest readers.”  Lastly, every day the children will be asked to 


wear something special each day. The schedule will be as follows: 


 Monday – Crazy Sock Day 


 Tuesday – Verona Wear Day 


 Wednesday – Crazy Hair Day 


 Thursday – Sports Day – (wear your favorite sports team) 


 Friday – Pajama Day  


Important February and March Dates to Remember: 


 February 14 – Half Day for Students – Dismissal 12:30 


 February 18 – Half Day for Students – Dismissal 12:30  


 March 3 – March 7 – READ ACROSS AMERICA WEEK  


 March 12 – LANING TRICKY TRAY  








 


Verona Public Library  
presents Polka Dot 


to celebrate the  
birthday of Dr. Seuss!   


Join us for classic stories  
& lots of fun! 


Verona Public Library  


celebrates  


Read Across America 


Ron Albanese, A.K.A. 


Polka 


Dot! 
 


Saturday, March 1st 


11:00 am 


Verona Public Library 
17 Gould Street • Verona, NJ 07044 • (973) 857-4848 


www.veronalibrary.org 













 


Attention Seniors 
 
Scholarship applications are continuing to arrive in 
the Guidance Office.  Be sure to check Naviance 
weekly for scholarships that are applicable to you.  
 
In addition there are many National scholarships that 
are available now. Look on Naviance under the 
“Scholarship” tab. Click on “National Scholarship 
Search”, enter your information and it will supply you 
with a list of scholarships that apply to you.  
 
If you have any questions, see Mrs. Newman. 


 


Please note:  If you need a copy of your official 


transcript for an outside scholarship please see 


Mrs. Newman and she will provide you with a 


copy in a sealed envelope.  


 
 


                           








Spring College Fairs 
 


Listed below are the dates and locations of college fairs that will be 


taking place in March and April. 


 


 


 


Location Date 
Hudson County Fair at St. Peter’s University March 11th 


Kean University/Union County Fair at Kean 


University 


March 12th 


Cape/Atlantic County Fair at The Richard 


Stockton College of NJ 


March 25th 


Monmouth County Fair at Brookdale Community 


College 


April 24th 


 


 


Further information can be found by following the links on 


www.njacac.org.  


 


 


 


                                      



http://www.njacac.org/
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Upcoming Events 


Date:   February 21, 2014   


 
 
DISTRICT   


     Board of Education meeting agendas are posted the Monday prior to the meeting on the site below: 


http://www.veronaschools.org/BOEAgenda       
Videos of the Board of Education Meetings can be found by clicking the  link below: 


    http://www.veronaschools.org/boevideos 
 
Feb. 23 (Sun.)       Referendum meeting             5:00 p.m.       VHS Auditorium 
Feb. 26 (Wed.)       Referendum meeting            9:00 a.m.       F N Brown Auditorium 
Mar. 1 (Sat.)       Referendum meeting                                                                                   10:00 a.m.      Laning Media Ctr. 
Mar. 5 (Wed.)           Referendum meeting             7:00 p.m.       HBW Auditorium 
     


Events to benefit the Verona Schools (see Friday Folder for more information) 
 
Feb. 25        Lacrosse Fundraiser – Aura Salon & Spa                      2:30 p.m.‐6:30 p.m. 
 
                                    Kings Supermarket: % of total purchases donated to SCA  


(must present flyer from Friday Folder) 
        Robert Anthony Salon: 10% off for clients, 10% donation to schools  


(must mention when booking appointment) 
 
VHS 


Feb. 24    Mrs. Hou’s 9th and 10th Mandarin students field trip     10:30 a.m.‐1:40 p.m. 
Feb. 25    Winter Track Dinner             6:30 p.m.                     Café  
Feb. 27    Market Day               4:00 p.m.                     Lobby 
 
HBW 


Feb. 25    6th Grade Trip 
Feb. 25    5th Grade Trip 
Feb. 26    4th Grade Parent Orientation Meeting          7:00 p.m.         Auditorium 


     SNOW DATE ‐February 27 – 4th Grade Parent Orientation   7:00 p.m.        Auditorium 
 
BROOKDALE 
Feb. 25        Tae Kwon Do               11:45 a.m. 
Feb. 26‐Mar. 5         Book Fair kicks off  
Feb. 26        Yoga                 11:45 a.m. 
Feb. 26                Astro Nova               2:45 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. 
Feb. 27                  Astro Nova                            2:45 p.m.– 3:45 p.m. 
Feb . 28                     Read Across America Day, After School Book Sales 
Mar. 1                        Pre‐K visits before and after Saturday workshop 


 







F N BROWN 


Feb. 25       Cultural Arts Assembly “Welcome to NJ”        10:00 am  
Feb. 26       Grade 4 Parent Orientation at HBW Middle School     7:00 pm 
 
FOREST 
Feb. 21       Adult Social 
Feb. 26       4th grade parent orientation at HBW @ 7 pm (snow date 2/27) 
 
LANING 


Mar. 1     Incoming kindergarten workshop         10:00 a.m. ‐11:00 a.m. 







