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Verona Public Schools                                                     
 2013-2014 Calendar 
    BOE Approved Revised Feb 25, 2014


Sept 2013 19 Days Staff & 17 Days Students February 2014 18 Days Staff & 17 Days Students


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 2 Labor Day  - CLOSED 1


8 9 10 11 12 13 14 3, 4 Staff Only 2 3 4 5 6 7 8


15 16 17 18 19 20 21 5 Rosh Hashanah - CLOSED 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 14, 17Winter Vacation - CLOSED


22 23 24 25 26 27 28 6 SCHOOL OPENS 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 18 4 hr session 


29 30 23 24 25 26 27 28


         October 2013 23 Days          March 2014 21 Days 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 3 4 5 1 4-6HSPA Testing


6 7 8 9 10 11 12 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 14 Professional Development


13 14 15 16 17 18 19  17  Verona Family Night 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 4 Hour Session, Students


20 21 22 23 24 25 26 31 Professional Development 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 26  Verona Family Night


27 28 29 30 31 4 Hour Session, Students 23 24 25 26 27 28 29


30 31


         November 2013 17 Days          April 2014 17 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 5 Professional Development 1 2 3 4 5 15-18 Spring Vacation - CLOSED


3 4 5 6 7 8 9 4 Hour Session, Students 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 22-23 K-4 Conferences


10 11 12 13 14 15 16 7-8 NJEA Convention - CLOSED 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 4 Hour Session, K-4 Students


17 18 19 20 21 22 23 18-20    K-8 Conferences 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 28-30 K-8 Standardized Testing


24 25 26 27 28 29 30 4 Hour Session, K-8 Students 27 28 29 30  Grade 2,3,4 Inview Testing


27 4 Hour Session for All


28-29 Thanksgiving - CLOSED


         December 2013 15 Days May 2014 21 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 20 4 Hour Session for All 1 2 3


8 9 10 11 12 13 14 23-31 Holiday Break - CLOSED 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


15 16 17 18 19 20 21 11 12 13 14 15 16 17


22 23 24 25 26 27 28 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 26 Memorial Day - CLOSED


29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1-16 K-8 Standardized Testing


         January 2014 June 2014 15 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 6 4 hour session students- staff training


16  4 Hour Session, VHS Students


1 2 3 4 1 Holiday Break - CLOSED 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 17-20 4 Hour Sessions, Students


5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 SCHOOLS REOPEN 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 16, 17, 18 VHS Final Exams


12 13 14 15 16 17 18 20 MLK Day - CLOSED 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 20 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL


19 20 21 22 23 24 25 22-24 VHS Midterm Exams 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 VHS Graduation


26 27 28 29 30 31 23-24 4 Hour Sessions, VHS Students 29 30 Last Day for Teachers


184 Days Students/187 Days Staff


MARKING PERIODS END REPORT CARD DATES CONFERENCE DATES


Nov. 12, Jan. 30, Apr. 8, June 20  Nov. 15 , Feb. 4, Apr. 11, June 20 Elem - Nov. 18, 19, 20*, Apr. 22, 23     


HBW - Nov. 18, 19, 20*


*evening conferences


**** IF # OF SNOW DAYS USED EXCEEDS 4 ALLOTTED, DAYS WILL BE TAKEN FROM APRIL 15, 16, 17 in that order.  


21 Days








IT’S ALL 
ABOUT ME


Tuesday - Friday
10am - 2pm


ALL CUT & COLOR SERVICE
10% OFF


a portion of the proceeds will be 
donated to the Verona Schools


Welcome Verona School parents!








     Verona Public Schools, Office of the Superintendent 
121 Fairview Avenue                  Verona, New Jersey 07044 
PHONE 973-571-2029                   FAX 973-571-6779 
Steven A. Forte sforte@veronaschools.org Cheryl Nardino 
Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
www.veronaschools.org 
 
 
 
The mission of the Verona Public Schools, the center of an engaged and supportive community, is to 
empower students to achieve their potential as active learners and productive citizens through rigorous 
curricula and meaningful, enriching experiences. 
 
 
To:   All Parents, Guardians, Students and Staff  
From:  Steven Forte 
Date:  February 26, 2014 
Re:  Calendar adjustments 2013-14 
 
 
 
This has been an extraordinary winter to say the least and we truly appreciate 
everyone’s flexibility in making up days. At this point we are one day short and will need 
to operate a full day for students and staff on Monday April 14, 2014. If additional days 
are required April 15, 16, 17 will be used as make up days.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns please contact me sforte@veronaschools.org  
 
 
 
 








 


Verona Boy Scout 


Troop 2 


Pancake Breakfast 





Date: 
March 15, 2014 


 
Time: 


8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
 


Location: 
First Presbyterian Church 


10 Fairview Avenue, Verona 
 


Admission: 
$5.00 Adult 


$4.00 Seniors and Children 
11 and under 



Purchase tickets at the door or in advance by contacting: 


veronapancakebreakfast@yahoo.com 


 













Please join C.H.I.L.D and Verona Schools’ Special Services Department 
for our upcoming screening of 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 


Thursday, March 13, 2014 
(Snow date—Thursday, March 20th) 


 


F.N. Brown Elementary School Auditorium 
125 Grove, Avenue, Verona, NJ 


 


Registration—6:30 PM 
Movie screening—7:00 PM 


Student/Teacher Panel 
Q & R Session: 8:00 PM 


 


This highly acclaimed movie, created in conjunction with the Yale Center for Dyslexia, 
provides insight into the mysteries, difficulties and gifts of dyslexia. After the showing, there 
will be a question and answer session with a panel of Verona teachers, as well as students, 
ranging from grades 5 through 11, who will share their personal experience discovering their 
strengths in the midst of their struggles with this hidden disability. Speech and language 
expert, Jeanne Tighe, CCC-SLP, of Beyond Communication, LLC, will moderate the panel. 
This will be an opportunity for teachers, parents and students to learn more about dyslexia, 
and educators will receive professional development credit hours for this valuable workshop.   
 


Refreshments will be provided, courtesy of the Junior Woman’s Club of Verona, I AM Possible Dyslexia 
Awareness bracelets will be available for purchase—a portion of the proceeds will be donated to C.H.I.L.D., and 
representatives from Learning Ally—a provider of audio books making reading accessible for all—will be on site. 


 
Please RSVP, via email, to childverona@gmail.com 
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Upcoming Events 


Date:   March 7, 2014   


 
 
DISTRICT   


     Board of Education meeting agendas are posted the Monday prior to the meeting on the site below: 


http://www.veronaschools.org/BOEAgenda       
Videos of the Board of Education Meetings can be found by clicking the  link below: 


    http://www.veronaschools.org/boevideos 
     


Events to benefit the Verona Schools (see Friday Folder for more information) 
 
        Robert Anthony Salon: 10% off for clients, 10% donation to schools  


(must mention when booking appointment) 
 
Mar. 11 (Tues.)         Referendum Vote                                        Polls Open 7:00 a.m – 9:00 p.m 
Mar. 14         Half Day students – Teacher Professional Development Day 
 
VHS 


Mar. 10         SCA Meeting             7:00 p.m.  Café 
Mar. 12        VMPA meeting             7:30 p.m.            Library 
Mar. 13        Jostens here at lunch periods to take  


class ring orders from Sophomores 
 
HBW 


Mar. 10        VHS Counselors Meet With Select 8th Grade Students 
Mar. 11                   Author Visit – Gordon Korman 


5th & 6th Grade  ‐ Author Visit Assembly in Auditorium   9:10 a.m. – 10:13 a.m. 
7th & 8th Grade – Author Visit Assembly in Auditorium    10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 


Mar. 12       Ms. Wrobel’s Bowling Trip 
Mar. 13       Skylab ‐ 8th Grade Students              Auditorium 
Mar. 13       Pasta for Pennies              1:00 p.m.           Café annex 
 
BROOKDALE 


Mar. 7                   Adult Social, Avenue Bistro           8:00 p.m. 
Mar. 11                 Tae Kwon Do (Lunch Recess) 
Mar. 12                 Yoga (Lunch Recess) 
Mar. 13                 Astro Nova Practice             2:45 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. 
Mar. 14                 Green Bagel Snack 
 







F N BROWN 


Mar. 10   Kindergarten class trip 
 
FOREST 
Mar. 10   Ms. McNeal Visits the 4th grade 
 
LANING 


Mar. 11    First Grade Field Trip  
Mar. 14   Laning Family Fun Night (Beach Party)         7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 


Wednesday, March 5 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Pizzeria Pizza 
Thursday, March 6 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Nachos Grande 
Friday, March 7 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Chicken Nuggets 
Monday, March 10 
 SCA Pizza Lunch (Don't Forget to Pack a Drink!) 
Tuesday, March 11 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Pillsbury Mini Pancakes 
Wednesday, March 12 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Mac and Cheese 
Thursday, March 13 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Chicken Sliders on a Bun 
Friday, March 14 
 12:30 Dismissal – No Lunch Served! 
 SCRIP Distribution 


 


 
 


Alex's Lemonade Stand 
 


Due to overwhelming support, Forest Avenue raised 
$750 for Alex's Lemonade Stand-Foundation for 
Childhood Cancer! This penny drive was inspired by 
the 2014 One School/One Book selection, The 
Lemonade War. We are so appreciative of the 
generosity and enthusiasm displayed by our students 
and parents.   Thank you so much! 


 


 
 


THE SCA NEEDS YOUR HELP!! 
 


The SCA needs your help filling the open volunteer 
positions for the 2014-2015 SCA committees.  You 
should have received a hardcopy of the SCA 
Volunteer sign up last week via backpack.  Attached is 
another copy for your review.   Please take a moment 
to review the open positions and consider volunteering 
next year.  Your help will continue to ensure that we 
can offer our children wonderful programs/events next 
year.   Please submit your choices as soon as possible 
by emailing Kendra Zalewski at 
klzalewski@hotmail.com or complete the bottom 
portion of the last page of the sign up sheet and submit 
via backpack.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Kendra Zalewski.  Thank you for supporting 
Forest Ave School!!  


  Forest Avenue Bulletin  
 March 5 – March 11, 2014 


 


Volume 25 


Editor(s) – Meryem Gumusayak                 e-mail:  meryemgms@gmail.com by 3 P.M. Tuesday or call (732) 513-8560           
SCA President – Jennifer Fleming   e-mail:  Jendan.fleming@gmail.com  or call (973) 415-7920 
Forest Avenue Principal – Jeff Monacelli  e-mail:  jmonacelli@veronaschools.org  


Forest Avenue School Website:  www.veronaschools.org  (select “Schools” then select “Forest”) 
Bulletin and all attachments (as well as homework) are available online. 


IMPORTANT REFERENDUM 
REMINDER ! 


 


There is only 1 more bond referendum 
informational meetings scheduled before 
the March 11 voting day. Mr. Forte will 
make a brief presentation and answer 
questions.  Please try to attend the last 
meeting! 


 


Wednesday March 5, 2014 at 7:00 PM in 
the HB Whitehorne Auditorium 


 
 


 
 


THE MUSICAL 
 


The Spotlight Players are presenting Shrek at VHS 
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday of this week - 
perfect for any Forest families looking for a night 
out!  Please see the attached! 








Online registration is now open for the 2014 Spring Season 
  


**REGISTER NOW FOR WINTER TRAINING** 
 
The program is open to all Verona residents in grades K through 8, with the season running 
from March to early June. The month of March primarily consists of practices, with games 
beginning in early April. Tournament play is also offered for all 5-8 grade teams. The season is 
completed in early June. We welcome players of all abilities and experience to become a part of 
the fastest growing sport in the country! 


To register, go to the following webpage: 
https://leagueathletics.com/Registration/Default.asp?n=&org=veronalacrosse.org. 
 
Payment can be made using your credit card (MC or Visa) online. 


During the regular outdoor season, children in grades K, 1, and 2, a "mini-laxer" clinic format is 
available. The clinic is held on Saturday afternoons for 1 hour from roughly April 14th 
through June 7th. 
Third and fourth graders have separate girls and boys teams that typically play 8 to 10 modified 
games against teams from nearby towns, and practice about twice a week. 
Grades 5, 6, 7 and 8 play on competitive teams (also gender specific) and typically participate in 
10 to 12 games against teams from nearby towns; practices are usually 2 or 3 times a week. 
 
Fees for the season are*: 
K to 2nd Grade ($75) 
Grades 3/4 ($150) 
Grades 5/6 ($175) 
Grades 7/8-Girls ($200) 
Grades 7/8 Boys ($210) 
*Family discounts are available for 3+ players/household. 
 
Certain teams fill up fast so we strongly encourage you to register early to secure your roster 
spot and indoor winter training. Registration and payment will only be processed online so log 
on now.  
 
The Verona youth lacrosse program is run by a volunteer Board, and is coached for the most 
part by volunteers. Check-out www.veronalacrosse.org for more information. Volunteers are 
needed and are welcome to assist in coaching and general organizational duties. No previous 
lacrosse experience is required. Any community member interested in getting involved in the 
program is welcome to contact: Rudy Frizzi at 973-571-1982 


 



https://leagueathletics.com/Registration/Default.asp?n=&org=veronalacrosse.org

http://www.veronalacrosse.org/

tel:973-571-1982
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Referendum Presentation Video 
 
 
You can view a video of the referendum presentation by clicking the link below: 
 
 


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIXJo9Xy_Ks&feature=youtu.be 
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Verona Public Schools Referendum Information 
 
 
A section has been created on the Verona Public Schools website that contains 
information and will be updated regularly with Referendum Information. 
 
The website can be found at http://www.veronaschools.org/referendum 
 








 
Verona Public Schools 


 


March 11, 2014- Referendum Facts 


 


 


A. General Building Repairs and Improvements   $5,314,431 


 Exterior doors district-wide 


 Paving- FNB, VHS, Forest, HBW 


 Masonry repairs- VHS, Forest, HBW, Brookdale 


 Fire Alarms- FNB and Forest 


 Hall and Classroom Ceilings and Lighting- VHS 


 Addition to accommodate VHS Music Program 


 Gym Bleachers- VHS and Brookdale 


 


B. Technology       $889,086 


 New wired and wireless (Wi-Fi) networks district-wide 


 New- switches, cabling, phone upgrades, backup 


 New- back up power- generator  


 


C. HVAC at VHS      $3,852,580 


 Total overhaul of the original VHS heating and ventilation system  


 New- boilers, controls, vents, piping 


 


D. Security       $890,514 


 New vestibules/ visitor control at 5 schools (Laning completed in 2006) 


 Cameras (50 new cameras expandable) with recording capability district-wide 


 Proximity access system (swipe cards)  at all schools  


 New door locking mechanisms district-wide  


 Glass reinforcement district-wide  


 


E. Environmental Remediation of VHS Property   $1,888,250 


 Clean up environmental problems on the VHS property  


 Construct a retaining wall and create environmental cap 


 Add a 5th tennis court and expand parking lot- acts as cap 


 Refurbish existing tennis courts that are in disrepair 


 Create a usable space on upper field for practice and physical education 60% of land 


 Create a green space that will be landscaped and fenced off 40% of land 


 


F. VHS/Verona Community Multi-purpose Field  $3,806,994 


 Create a turf surface on lower field with 2 full soccer, LAX and football fields 


 Full sized softball and baseball fields 


 Lights, bleachers, fencing, repair existing concrete bleachers that are in disrepair 


 







 2 


 


 


 


Totals: 
 


 Total project cost     $16,641,855 


 NJDOE ROD Grant     $  2,796,855 


 Total to Verona Taxpayers    $13,845,000 


 Total per year on the average house for 20 year $176.75/year that is 48 cents/day 


 Other  


o Debt Service aid- the State has informed us that we are eligible for another type of aid called 


debt service aid. Debt Service Aid will fund the payments on this portion of the bond principal 


plus interest.  The payment for this $2,402,789 will be about $170,320/year, IF the state fully 


funds the aid each fiscal year. 


o The total amount of the project that is eligible for grants and aide is- $9,394,926 


o The bonds will be for 20 years at a projected rate of 3.65% 


o The ROD Grant and Debt Service Aid are only received if passed by the voters.  


 


Voting/ Ballot information: 


 The referendum vote will be on March 11, 2014 


 Polls are open from 7:00 AM- 9:00 PM 


 The ballot is very wordy and confusing but required by the State of NJ. The bottom line is we are asking 


the taxpayers to allow us to raise $13,845,000 ($16,641,840 minus $2,796,855) to complete the projects 


listed above. The cost to the taxpayers of Verona is $13,845,000  


 


 


 


 


Questions:  


 


Steve Forte 


973-571-2029 X 7012 


sforte@veronaschools.org 


www.veronaschools.org 


 


 


 



mailto:sforte@veronaschools.org

http://www.veronaschools.org/











Verona High School’s Spotlight Players Present 


Shrek the Musical March 6,7 and 8 @ 7:30 


 


 


 


Verona High School’s Spotlight Players is proud to present this year’s spring musical, Shrek. The 


musical, by David Lindsay‐Abaire and Jeanine Tesori, comes to Verona straight from Broadway. 


The show stars seniors Austin Williams as Shrek, Jill Lanese as Fiona, and Kelsey Mitchell as the 


dragon.  Juniors Gabe Riccitelli and Alex Fiedler are featured as Donkey and Lord Farquaad 


respectively.  The show is directed by Mrs. Fran Young along with Mrs. Marsha Schreier as 


musical director, Mrs. Melody Williams as choreographer and Mr. Tom Williams as set designer.  


Over 50 students are involved in the production.  The cast includes: Joe Anello, Carla Bello, 


Maddie Boyle, Patrick Citrano, Mia Corbett, Samantha Daggett, Kelsey Dougherty, Kayla Drozdowski, 


Katie Fernandez, Anthony Giuliano, Corey Horowitz, Jess Karpinski, Katie Kast, Nick Kast, Chris Mayer, 


Carina Mitchell, Alana Murphy, Rayna Newkirk, Noelle Park, Colin Pope, Anna Shea, and Rachelle Smith. 


Miranda Williams is also in the cast and serves as the stage manager. Ticket will be sold at the door.  


Students and senior citizen tickets cost $8 and adult tickets are $10.  March 6th is student night: ticket 


for student will be $5.   


 


 








Spring College Fairs 
 


Listed below are the dates and locations of college fairs that will be 


taking place in March and April. 


 


 


 


Location Date 
Hudson County Fair at St. Peter’s University March 11th 


Kean University/Union County Fair at Kean 


University 


March 12th 


Cape/Atlantic County Fair at The Richard 


Stockton College of NJ 


March 25th 


Monmouth County Fair at Brookdale Community 


College 


April 24th 


 


 


Further information can be found by following the links on 


www.njacac.org.  


 


 


 


                                      



http://www.njacac.org/






Verona Foundation for Educational Excellence 


presents 


THE VERONA EXPERIENCE  
Spring Fundraiser 


 Pub Food, Auction     7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. 
 Thursday, March 27, 2014   $45.00 per person pre-sale 2/19-3/19 


 Verona Inn       $50.00 per person 3/20-3/27 
 624 Bloomfield Avenue  For tickets e-mail: 
 Verona, New Jersey  veronaexperience@vfee.org 


 
The silent auction items will include a wide range of “experiences” including 
sports, restaurants, music, technology, theater, education, fitness, and more! 


___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


OUR MISSION: 
Verona Foundation for Educational Excellence (VFEE) is dedicated to enhancing excellence in education through the development and distribution of 
private resources for the benefit of Verona schools and students. The Foundation's mission is to maintain an extra margin of excellence by employing 
private resources to supplement traditional school funding.  www.vfee.org 


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


VFEE - INSPIRING MINDS ONE GRANT AT A TIME 
 


The Verona Foundation for Educational Excellence is a non-profit organization. 
Registration by the IRS as a 501(c) 3 organization, all contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 








Verona Percussion Ensemble to Perform at  
Prestigious North Jersey Percussion Festival 


this Saturday, March 8th, 2014! 
 
 


This Saturday, March 8th, the Verona High School Percussion Ensemble will perform 
in the 1st annual North Jersey Percussion Festival at Lazar Middle School in Montville 
New Jersey, a collaboration of middle school, high school, university, and 
professional percussion ensembles and soloists. Verona will be joined by the 
Montville, Ridgewood, and Randolph public schools as well New York University, 
Rutgers University, Bard College, New Jersey City State University, Queens College, 
SUNY Purchase, Stony Brook University, and Rowan University. The event is under 
the auspices of the Mantra percussion ensemble from New York, a cutting edge group 
pushing the boundaries of traditional percussion performance.  VHS students will 
perform for the public, as well members of the Mantra group who will then engage 
our group in a hands-on master class! 
 
In a culture dominated by marching percussion, the Verona High School Percussion 
ensemble pushes the envelope of the concert percussion idiom, performing the 
highest-level literature with emphasis on artistry and passion. Last year the VHS 
ensemble performed Christopher Rouse’s Ogoun Badagris as part of the Rutgers 
Percussion celebration. Mr. Rouse is the resident composer for the New York 
Philharmonic. 
 
Verona will perform Thom Hasenpflug’s Bicksa on Saturday at 3:00pm. The 
performers will be: 
 


• Eric Foy  
• Chris Buneo  
• Skyler Fortgang  
• Ryan Lavoie  
• Seamus Elliott  
• Dustin Nguyen  


 
We would love for you to come support our fine student musicians on Saturday! The 
address is: 
 
Lazar Middle School 
123 Changebridge Road 
Montville, NJ 07045 
 
Best, 
 
Mr. Lynch 








  VERONA HIGH SCHOOL 
  151 FAIRVIEW AVENUE 


VERONA, NEW JERSEY 07044 
973‐571‐6750 


973‐571‐6765 FAX 
 


Glenn J. Cesa                  Gary Farishian 
Principal                  Director of Athletics 
 
David Galbierczyk                Kimberly Ferlauto 
Assistant Principal                Director of Guidance 
 
March 7, 2014 
 
 
To all VHS students, parents and friends; 
 
We would like to inform you of a couple of events that will be occurring at our school this weekend.  Our 
School Musical, Shrek, will be presented today (Friday, 3/7) and Saturday (3/8) at 7:30 PM in our 
auditorium.   
 
We are also hosting two Semi‐ Final State Sectional Basketball games in the VHS gym.  Our Girls will be 
facing Saddle Brook HS at 5PM and our Boys will be playing against Cedar Grove at 7PM. 
 
We are excited to be hosting these events.  We encourage you to take some extra time for parking and 
entrance to our building.  Thank you for your cooperation and hope you enjoy the activities at VHS! 
 
Thank you, 
 
Glenn Cesa 
 
 
 
 








Steps to Register for Classes in Genesis Parent Portal-2014-15 


Course Registration will begin March 10th 


 Teacher Recommendations are now available on the Parent Portal. 


 Students will input their requests into the Parent Portal by grade level, according to the following schedule. 


Class of 2018 (Grade 8) Monday, March 10th -Monday, March 17th 


Class of 2017 (Grade 9) Monday, March 17th-Monday, March 24th 


Class of 2016 (Grade10) Monday, March 24th- Monday, March 31st  


Class of 2015 (Grade 11) Monday, March 31st- Monday, April 7th 


Open Scheduling (All Grades) Monday, April 7th- Monday, April 14th  


Courses requested during the registration period DOES NOT guarantee a seat. 


 Visit www.veronaschools.org, click the “A+ Grades” icon to get to the Parent Portal.  


 Click the Student Data tab in the top Blue Bar. 


 Click the small Scheduling tab on the lower bar to see teacher recommendations. 


 Click Request Tab to select course requests. 


 Click the Request a Course link under each subject area. For example, click “Request a Course” under English.  


The screen will list all English courses. 


 The courses that have the APPLE in the Status column are the teacher recommended courses.  


Recommended courses must still be requested by student/parent. 


 To request a course, click the “Request this Course” button.  For elective courses, you MUST indicate a priority in 


the Priority column. 


 If you wish to take a lower level than the one the teacher recommended, simply request the new course. 


 If you wish to request a course that is a level above what is recommended, request the course. Then complete 


the Request for Course Override Form and submit it to your student’s school counselor immediately.  This form 


can be found on the Verona High School Guidance Website, www.veronaschools.org/guidance. 


 Continue to select courses from all Subject Areas.  Be sure to review the graduation requirements, course 


descriptions, prerequisites, and course sequencing before selecting courses. 


 To select a Study Hall, select  the Study Hall Subject Area, then select either Full-Year or Half-Year Study Hall 


(Spring or Fall) 



http://www.veronaschools.org/guidance





 Choose five elective courses and prioritize them 1-5 using the priority box to the right of each course. If you are 


interested in enrolling in Choir, please request it as well, but do not place it in the prioritized list, since it’s the 


only course offered during zero period. 


 The 2014-2015 Curriculum Bulletin can be found under “Guidance News” on the School Counseling website. 


 The Parent Portal will remain accessible for you to review final requests only.  If you wish to make any changes 


during this time, they must be submitted writing or e-mail to your child’s school counselor.   The deadline for 


these course changes is April 14th. 


  Preliminary schedules (no teacher names, room numbers, or periods) will be posted on the Parent Portal on 


June 20th. 


 Final schedules with teacher names, room numbers, and periods will be posted on the Parent Portal mid-


August. A School Messenger call will announce when these are available. 


 If you have any questions about this process, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s counselor. 


 








Attention Juniors and Seniors 


 


The Junior League of Montclair-Newark is 


sponsoring its 2014 Community Service Award.  


Eligible students should have exemplary records 


of community service including demonstrated 


leadership and/or sustained commitment to a 


project or organization. 


 


If you wish to be nominated for this award, see 


Mrs. Newman by March 14, 2014. 


 


 


                               








 


Attention Seniors 
 
Scholarship applications are continuing to arrive in 
the Guidance Office.  Be sure to check Naviance 
weekly for scholarships that are applicable to you.  
 
In addition there are many National scholarships that 
are available now. Look on Naviance under the 
“Scholarship” tab. Click on “National Scholarship 
Search”, enter your information and it will supply you 
with a list of scholarships that apply to you.  
 
If you have any questions, see Mrs. Newman. 


 


Please note:  If you need a copy of your official 


transcript for an outside scholarship please see 


Mrs. Newman and she will provide you with a 


copy in a sealed envelope.  


 
 


                           








IN 
PERFORMANCE 
!
March 23, 2014 
5:30pm 
!
Just Jake’s 
30 Park Street

Montclair, NJ



!!


IN 
PERFORMANCE 
!
April 9, 2014 
7:30pm 
!
VHS Auditorium 
151 Fairview Ave

Verona, NJ



!!!!!!!


Check out our name. We do 
more than jazz. And this year 
we celebrate the music of 
the greatest band in rock 
history - The Beatles. !
50 years ago, the Fab Four 
came to America and 
changed the world.  !
Join us as we present some 
of the most amazing songs 
of all time. 


Verona Jazz & Beyond








 


 


  


 


F E B R U A R Y  2 6 ,  2 0 1 4  


 Office of Curriculum & Instruction 
MISSION STATEMENT 


“The mission of the Verona Public Schools, the center of an engaged and supportive community, is to empower 
students to achieve their potential as active learners and productive citizens through rigorous curricula and 


meaningful, enriching experiences.” 


Verona Public Schools Improve under ESEA


 The New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) recently released the 2013 


district and school participation and performance reports under the Elementary and 


Secondary Education Act (ESEA).  The Verona Public Schools met their participation 


and performance goals in Language Arts Literacy (LAL) in all categories except one, 


students with disabilities.  Slightly more than half (53.3%) of the students with 


disabilities passed the New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (NJASK) and 


High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA).  The performance target required to 


meet was 64.2%.  In order to increase student proficiency, an action plan will be 


collaboratively developed with the teachers, supervisors, administrators, and district 


leadership that will target student areas of need and will be delivered through 


curriculum, instruction, and assessment.     


 Two years ago, in the spring of 2012, the district did not meet two LAL 


performance goals for two subgroups (Schoolwide and White).  Using its action plan 


and targeted instruction, the spring LAL 2013 subgroup scores increased from 84.3% 


to 86.4% and 84.9% to 87.4% respectively. 


 For the mathematics NJASK and HSPA results over the last two years, the 


school district has achieved its participation and performance targets.  Moreover, the 


proficiency scores from 2012 to 2013 increased in four out of the five categories 


(Schoolwide, White, Asian, and Students with Disabilities).  This is a direct result of 


collaborative curriculum planning, effective instruction and assessment, active and 


motivated students, and strong parental support!      








V~SEA 
2014 


Verona Summer 
Enrichment 
Academy 


 


“Where Learning and Fun 
Come Together!” 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Verona Public Schools 


 


 


Pre-K through 4
th


 Grade Program - The Pre-K (students 


entering kindergarten in September 2014) through 4
th


 


grade program includes interdisciplinary investigations 


and activities in the areas of language arts, science and 


mathematics focusing on grade specific themes. Courses 


will be computer integrated in support of classroom 


projects.  Pre-K-4
th


 grade programs meet for three hours 


per day from 8:30-11:30.  Fee: $365.  


Middle School Program - Algebra I Readiness: (For 


students entering 7
th


, 8
th


 or 9
th


 grade who will be taking 


Algebra I in September) Algebra I is the foundation of all 


high school mathematics classes.  The main goal of 


Algebra I is to develop fluency in working with linear 


equations. The Algebra I Readiness Course is designed to 


assist students in mastering target standards with a primary 


focus on developing students’ mastery of arithmetic 


concepts and skills. Through the topics presented in this 


course students will solidify understandings introduced in 


Pre-Algebra and will be better prepared to tackle new 


topics that will be learned in Algebra I. Topics that will be 


covered include  integers and their operations, rational 


numbers, simplifying expressions, solving one and two 


step equations/ inequalities, functions and graphing in the 


coordinate plane.  The Algebra I Readiness class will meet 


for 1 ½ hours per day from 8:30-10:00.     Fee: $182.50 


Fundamentals of Pre-Algebra – (For students entering 


7
th


 and 8
th


 grade on-level math in September) Are you 


bored with Math and really do not want to take a Math 


class during the summer? Well, this isn’t your typical 


Math class. You will still explore integers, rational 


numbers, simplifying expressions, solving inequalities, 


functions, and graphing, but you will learn to apply these 


concepts to your own life. For instance, you will learn how 


coordinate plan graphing is used in movie, animation, and 


video game making or how inequalities can be used to 


make smarter, wiser decisions in life. While learning how 


to apply these concepts to your everyday life, you will also 


build a foundation to take your math skills to the next 


level. The Fundamentals of Pre-Algebra class will meet 


for 1 ½ hours per day from 10:00-11:30.    Fee: $182.50 


High School Program 


Program information will be distributed to high school 


students in early spring. 


 


 


A Note From the Directors 


Dear Parents, 


Welcome to V~SEA’s 10
th
 anniversary!  The 


purpose of the Verona Summer Enrichment 


Academy (V~SEA) is to expand students' knowledge 


base, build on their interests and encourage creative 


thinking. 


We invite your children to participate in this unique 


experience.  The students are taught in an 


environment which features hands-on, materials-


based learning.  Throughout our ten years of 


providing enrichment instruction, subject matter has 


included explorations of medieval history, 


Archimedes, dinosaurs, cryptology, forensics, Lego 


Robotics, crime scene investigation, prime and 


composite numbers, Aesop's Fables and much more. 


The V~SEA experience welcomes children who ask 


questions and exhibit curiosity about the world and 


how it works.  This form of learning only occurs in 


an atmosphere where imagination and daring to 


"think outside the box" is appreciated and valued. 


All Pre-K (students entering kindergarten in 


September 2014) through 4
th
 grade students are 


invited to participate in the elementary program.  


The Pre-K, Kindergarten and 1
st
 grade programs will 


be held at Laning Ave. School.  The 2
nd


 through 4
th
 


grade programs will be held at F.N. Brown School.  


The middle school and high school classes will be 


held at Verona High School.  The selection of grade 


levels at these sites facilitates the easy transfer of 


those children who will attend V~SEA in the 


morning and the Verona Recreation Department’s 


programs (Primary Park, Elementary Zone & 


Summer Adventure) in the afternoon. 


Sincerely, 


Mr. Jeffrey Monacelli & Dr. Larry Siegel 


V~SEA Co-Directors 


 


     


 


 







 Summer Enrichment Academy 


 
Verona Summer Enrichment Academy 


2014 Registration Form Pre-K through 8 
 


Student Name:_____________________________________ 


Address:__________________________________________ 


__________________________________________________ 


Present Grade;_____________________________________ 


Date:_____________________________________________ 


Current School:____________________________________ 


Name of Parent/Guardian: 


__________________________________________________ 


Home Phone:______________________________________ 


Work Phone:______________________________________ 


Cell Phone:_______________________________________ 


Email Address: 


____________________________________________ 


Yes, I would like to enroll my child in the 2014 
Verona Summer Enrichment Academy. I have 
enclosed my check for $365 (Pre-K thru 4 
program) or $182.50 (Middle School Program)  
payable to Verona Board of Education. I 
understand that if I change my mind there is a 
full refund on or before April 4, 2014 or a 50% 
refund on or before May 9, 2014. I am aware 
there will be no refunds after May 9, 2014. 


X____________________________________ 


Parent/Guardian Signature 


 


 


Please forward your registration form and 


payment to: 


Mr. Jeffrey Monacelli 


Forest Avenue School 


118 Forest Avenue  


Verona, New Jersey 07044 
 


For further information, contact: 


 
Jeffrey Monacelli at (973) 571-6754 


or 


Larry Siegel at (973) 571-6753 


 


Program Hours are 8:30 – 11:30 AM for the 


Pre-K thru grade 4 programs.   
 


See course descriptions for middle school and 


high school program hours. 
 


 
 


 
 


Participation in V~SEA will not preclude involvement in 


Verona Summer Recreation and/or Verona Summer Music 


programs. 


 


 


2014  Schedule 


DATES TOPIC LOCATION 


March thru 
Friday,  
May 9th   


Registration 
 


 


Thursday,  
March 20th  


V~SEA Parent 
Information Session 


Forest Avenue 
School Library 


@ 7:00 PM 


Tuesday, 
June 24th  


 
V~SEA Begins 


Pre-K thru Grade 1 
at Laning 


 
Grades 2 thru 4 at 


F.N. Brown 
 


Middle School and 
High School 
Programs at 
Verona High 


School 
Friday, 
July 4th  


Fourth of July 
Holiday 


No Classes 


 


Tuesday, 
July 22nd   


Final Day of 
V~SEA 


 








VERONA HIGH SCHOOL 


LACROSSE PARENTS ASSOCIATION’S 


Taste of Verona 2014 


An opportunity to sample cuisine of the many finest local restaurants and caterers 


Friday, March 28th, 2014 


7:30 – 10:30 PM 


Our Lady of the Lake Auditorium 


 
Tickets: $35 per person t 


A portion of each ticket will be deposited into the VHS Girls or Boys “pay for 


play” escrow account of your choice. 


 


Please send payment to: Lisa Ednie 


                                     80 Harrison Street, Verona, NJ 


                                     Ednie4@msn.com   973-868-7425 


An email confirmation will be sent once your order is received. 


Tickets are on a first come, first serve basis – space is limited. 
 
If you are unable to attend, please consider making a donation to support Verona High 
School Lacrosse 


 


 


Taste of Verona – Lisa Ednie, 80 Harrison Street, Verona, NJ 


Checks payable to: VHS LPA 


 


Name__________________________________ 


Email: _________________________________ 


# of Tickets: ________       Total Amount Enclosed: ____________ 


Lacrosse Player’s Escrow Account/ Grade: _______________________ 








Take a musical trip 
to the Emerald Isle 


with bagpipes, stories, 
jigs and reels, using 


authentic Irish 
instruments and 


traditional Irish dances.


Verona Public Library
17 Gould Street · Verona, NJ 07044 · (973) 857-4848 · www.veronalibrary.org


Sunday, 
March 16, 2014


4:00 pm


Verona Public Library presents: 
RICHARD STILLMAN


THE IRISH


BALLADEER








NEW DISCOVERIES


CAMP at the lake


EARLY ADVENTURES


Explorers camp


Teen Travel


A.C.E Camp


YMCA of MONTCLAIR


2014 Camp Information Fair
March 9th 4:00pm-6:00pm


Geyer Family Branch
159 Glenridge Ave Montclair, New Jersey


Come out to our Camp Information Fair on Sunday 
March 9th and explore the many camp options we 


have for children aged 2-16 years. 


• learn which camp is best for your child


• get sample weekly schedules 


• discuss any questions or concerns with 
staff members


This event is perfect for those new to 
YMCA of Montclair Camping OR those who will 


be transitioning to another one of 
our camps this summer


Please register no later than March 7th by 
e-mailing your name, the # of adults in your group, 


and the ages of the future happy campers to:
ymcacampfair2014@montclairymca.org


Where your child spends their 
summer is one of the most important 


decisions you’ll make all year!


EARLY ADVENTURES


•• lele


• g t sample weekly schedules get


cuss any questions or concerns with dis
aff membersta


This event is perfect for those new to
CA of Montclair Camping OR those who will MC


be transitioning to another one of 
our camps this summer


Please register no later than March 7th by 
ailing your name, the # of adults in your group, -ma
nd the ages of the future happy campers to:a


ymcacampfair2014@montclairymca.org
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